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Tom Campbell, who has asbestosis, was given £30,000 com- 
pensation but lost £25,000 to the CRU. SUNDAY MAIL 


Ive us back our money’ 


Disability campaigners will march on Westminster 
next month to call for the abolition of the Compensa- 


tion Recovery Unit (CRU). 


The CRU, a little known part 
of the Department of Social 
Security (DSS), deducts huge 
amounts of money from disabled 
people who have been awarded 
compensation in civil actions. 

People forced out of work 
through industrial injury, acci- 
dent or illness receive benefit 
while waiting for their awards. 

The CRU then deducts this 
money from the compensation. 
As a result, some claimants lose 
most of their award. 

Since the unit was set up in 
1989, the amount of money 
deducted has risen dramatically, 
according to figures released 
from the Benefits Agency. 

It recovered £3.7 million in 
1990/1. This rose to £51 mil- 
lion in 1992/3 and £84 million 
from 36,931 cases in 1993/4. A 
total of £150 million is pro- 
jected for this year. 

The Clydeside Action on 
Asbestos (CAA) will be taking 
30 disabled people to a lobby of 
Parliament on 23 November, 
including Ernie Boal, 54, and 


John Burnie, 49, from Glasgow. 
Mr Boal was a pipe lagger 
until asbestosis forced him to 
retire in 1993. He_ received 
£125,000 in compensation but 
could only keep £75,000 as the 
rest was claimed by the CRU. 

“This is so unfair,” he said. “It 
is not my fault. I can’t work to 
keep my wife and kids. I don’t 
know how [ll keep afloat.” 

Mr Burnie got £40,000 com- 
pensation after developing 
asbestosis, but the CRU took 
£29,000. “It’s disgraceful,” he 
said. “Ive paid my national 
insurance and taxes all my life 
and then this happens to me.” 

Others affected by the unit 
include Tom Campbell, 50, an 
ex-lorry driver from Kilsyth, 
Scotland, who had to retire in 
1989 after an accident at work. 

“1 got £30,000 compensation 
but the CRU took £25,000. I 
asked if they could only take half 
so I could pay off my mortgage, 
but they refused. I was told, ‘We 
are taking your money. End of 

Continued on page 2 
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Remploy strike vote 


Workers at Remploy, which 
employs more than 8,700 
disabled people at 95 facto- 
ries, voted in September to 
strike for the first time in 
its history. 

More than three quarters of 
the workforce voted to take 


“significant progress”. 

A joint statement by the con- 
sortium, Remploy and ACAS 
said that any industrial action 
had been suspended until fur- 
ther discussions with the man- 
agement on 21 September. 

Remploy’s chief executive, 


Trust chair 
ban after 
fatal crash 


The National Trust (NT) 
has suspended the loan of 
motorised wheelchairs in its 


Theraposture offer a carefully 
thought-out range of products to 
help those with mobility 
problems enjoy the 
independence and comfort of 
their own homes. 


southern region following 
the death of a pensioner. 
James Govan, aged 81, who 
had already had a stroke, died 
after his loaned chair careered 
out of control while he was visit- 


industrial action after rejecting a Tony Withey said: “Remploy is 
¢ Two per cent pay rise 

¢ Change in their productivity 
rate scheme, which unions 
claim would force out the most 
disabled workers 
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°* New flexible working day 
from 7am to 10pm, which 
employees believe could make 
travelling to and from work 
“very difficult”. 

A consortium of unions rep- 
resenting the disabled work- 
force — including the GMB and 
the TGWU — have accused 
Remploy of “turning a produc- 
tive partnership into a Victorian 
pin factory where profit is 
God”. 

Union leaders considered 
calling a series of one-day stop- 
pages or an all-out dispute, but, 
as DNwent to press, talks 
between the unions and man- 
agement at ACAS had made 


Tony Withey -— still talking 


a modern company and has to 
compete against other firms that 
do not employ disabled people. 
All the proposals are open to dis- 
cussion, however.” 

Tony Lloyd, Labour’s 
employment spokesperson, has 
demanded an assurance that 
the Government’s £7 million 
annual subsidy will not be put 
at risk by the dispute. 


ing Nyman’s Gardens, Sussex, 
an inquest heard last month. 

The accident took place in 
June. Mr Govan was thrown 
from the chair and died later in 
hospital from a brain haemor- 
rhage. A verdict of accidental 
death was recorded. 

A NT spokesperson said the 
wheelchair suspension was a 
“precautionary” measure while 
the trust’s health and safety offi- 
cers investigated the accident. 

“It was a tragic accident and 
our sympathies go out to all 
concerned. When we are satis- 
fied that all our procedures are 
in place, we hope to have the 
vehicles back in action.” 


Colourful kids: the first ever two-day fiesta of deaf arts, the- 


atre, cabaret, and fun took place last month at Highbury 
Fields, north London, organised by Shape London in Isling- 
ton and Islington Council. Circus tents provided shelter 
from the showers, and a great time was had by all. pauceverrt 
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story.’ You would not treat a dog 
like that.” 

The CAA campaign is 
backed by the Scottish Council 
for Civil Liberties and Clyde- 
side and Milngavie MP Tony 
Worthington, who has asked 
the Commons Select Commit- 
tee on Social Security to inves- 
tigate the unit’s work. 

Labour social security spokes- 
person Donald Dewar - said: 
“The CRU is inflexible and can 
be heartless. It is something we 
very much want to review.” 

The Law Society for Scot- 


LALO 
Bath Company Ltd. 


land said it was gathering infor- 
mation about the unit and may 
press for a review of its work. 

Glasgow lawyer Frank 
Maguire, who has backed the 
CAA campaign, said the CRU’s 
work was “disgusting” and 
“did no credit to anyone”. 

Marilyn Howard of the char- 
ity Disability Alliance (DA) 
said: ‘““The Government used to 
take back 50 per cent of the 
benefits, but in 1989 they put it 
up to 100 per cent. People feel 
this is very unfair.” 

A DSS spokesperson said the 
CRU was based on the princi- 
ple that people should not be 
compensated twice. 


Parker Bath Company Ltd. 
Freepost, New Milton, 
Hampshire. BH25 5RB 
Telephone: (0425) 622287 
Fax: (0425) 621959 


The parents of a five-year-old 
boy with dyspraxia are fighting 
to get him a place at a speech 
and language unit. 

Bryan and Heather Aitken- 
head, from Gosport, Hampshire, 
have been battling with their 
local education authority for ten 
months since being told by con- 
sultants that their son Stuart 
needed therapy at the Nuffield 
Speech and Language Unit. 

Before the NHS reforms, 
placements at the unit used to 
be funded by the Department 
of Health and determined by a 
child’s needs. Now _ local 
authorities have to agree to 


Lobby on 


Disability charities lobbied 
insurers in September to sup- 
port the campaign for anti-dis- 
crimination legislation. 

Mencap, The Spastics Society 
and the Disabled Drivers Asso- 
ciation (DDA) met the Associa- 
tion of British Insurers (ABI) to 
discuss a code of conduct for the 
industry and forming an anti- 
discrimination watchdog, in line 
with the Government’s consulta- 
tion document. 

Many disabled people feel 
hard done by insurance compa- 
nies, which often do not under- 
stand their condition, lifestyle 
or capabilities. 

Shelley Burke, of Mencap, 
found the meeting “frustrating”. 

“The ABI was willing to 


Name: ——_ — 


fund a placement. Hampshire 
county council is refusing to 
provide the money because it 
says Stuart would be ade- 
quately catered for at a local 
primary school’s special unit. 

The Aitkenheads are unhappy 
because they say Stuart made lit- 
tle progress when he attended 
the unit last year. They have 
been paying privately for twice- 
weekly visits to the Nuffield 
centre for the last two months 
at a cost of about £5,000. 

Mr Aitkenhead said: “The 
council are forcing us to use a 
Hampshire school when we 
know Stuart would be much 


insurance 


tweak the system, but not will- 
ing to open up serious ques- 
tions about insurance.” 

The Spastics Society’s com- 
pany secretary Roy Limb was 
more upbeat. That the ABI was 
talking, and that there would be 
further, as yet unscheduled, 
talks was itself positive, he said. 

Mike Bruton, executive 
director of the DDA, said char- 
ities had to be realistic: “When 
offered a cherry, you do not 
say you would rather starve 
and have plum.” 

An ABI spokesman described 
the talks as “exploratory”. 

“It is up to them to put to us 
issues of concern,” he said. 


Cut your car insurance, page 18. 


Address: _— 


Boy denied place at 
Ealing speech unit 


better off at the Nuffield unit. 
It does not seem right.” 

A Hampshire county council 
spokesperson said the health 
authority and speech therapists 
believed Stuart’s needs could 
be met by the local unit. 


Correction 
In “Bus travel rights row” (DN, 
August), we said there was one 
situation where a local author- 
ity need not provide transport. 
There are in fact several. 
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Pioneering centre 
The country’s first pur- 
pose-built residential and 
rehabilitation centre for 
people with multiple dis- 
abilities opens in Barnet, 
north London, this month. 

The £3 million centre is 
funded by the North West 
Thames Regional Health 
Authority, the Housing 
Corporation and the char- 
ity Sense. 

The first 20 residents, 
aged 20-45, will mostly 
come from Leavesden Hos- 
pital, Hertfordshire. Facili- 
ties — including a gym, 
therapy tub and arts room 
— will also be available to 
deaf-blind people from all 
over the country. 


Guide dog disgrace 
A blind woman was left 
stranded 20 miles from 
| home after a taxi driver 
refused to take her guide 
dog on board, it was 
reported last month. 

Elsie Johnson, aged 54, 
and a _ pensioner friend 
were trying to get a cab 
| home after a night out at a 
theatre in Bristol. 

But the driver banned 
her guide dog, Moss, from 
his cab, claiming that he 
was allergic to dogs. The 
| two were driven home by a 
theatre worker. 


Asthma week 
| National Asthma Week 
| runs from 10 to 16 October. 
Organised by _ the 
National Asthma Campaign 
(NAC), it aims to promote 
a better understanding of 
asthma and promote appro- 
priate treatment. NAC will 
launch a national appeal, 
run a poster campaign and 
hold a celebrity party for 
children with asthma. 


Reading edge 

Machines that speak to 
blind people were installed 
in north Peckham and 


Newington libraries in 
Southwark, south-east 
London, last month. 

The Reading Edge 
machines scan any printed 
document in minutes and 
then read out the contents. 

The council consulted 
the charity Action for 
Blind People before 
installing the machines. 


What’s in DN 
next month? 


* Bournemouth, Brighton 
and Blackpool: it’s party 
conference time. Full report 
and pictures 


* Naidex: what’s new in 
mobility, microtech,  chil- 
dren’s equipment and the 
home? DN’s experts find out 


* Join Tom Crawley-Boevey 
on his super skiiing holiday 


Protesters from Direct Action Network chained themselves 


to buses and weaved between 


traffic in Whitehall last month in the continuing protest for civil rights. There were 25 arrests. 
MARK TEW 


Parents fight for centre 


Parents in Northamptonshire 
are angry that their county 
council is sending autistic chil- 
dren to centres as far afield as 
Devon and Liverpool for their 
education. 

The Northampton Society 
for Autism said 15 children, 
mostly with behavioural prob- 
lems, were being educated out 
of the county at a cost of 
£600,000. It wants the council 
to provide a special centre in 
the county to meet their needs. 

Chairman Fred _ Linden- 
Wyatt said it was heartbreaking 
for families and disruptive for 
the children. “The situation is 
terrible for parents who find it 
very difficult even to get their 
children home for weekends. 

“Tt is also very upsetting for 
the children because their rou- 


tines are suddenly shattered.” 

Hugh and Mary Halbert, 
from Corby, are so angry that 
their 12-year-old foster son has 
been barred from a local school 
and sent to a residential unit 
160 miles away in Worcester, 
they have complained to the 
ombudsman. 

The Halberts claim the council 
mishandled the events which led 
up to the boy being excluded 
from the autism unit at Bective 
Lower School, Northampton, for 
“a series of aggressive incidents” 
and striking a teacher. 

In January, the couple wrote 
to the council expressing con- 
cern about their child’s 
progress and were told an 
educational psychologist would 
be called in to help. 

Mrs Halbert said: “This did 


not happen. We are not disput- 
ing his behaviour was aggres- 
sive, but we were not called 
into school to be involved in 
finding a solution. His expul- 
sion has been a case of the 
child not fitting the provisions 
instead of the provisions being 
made to fit the child. 

“Tt is wrong to exclude my 
son for his behaviour because it 
is part of his disability. If he 
had been managed properly, 
the situation would never have 
occurred.” 

A council spokesperson said: 
“There are only a small number 
of units in Britain which cater for 
autistic children with behavioural 
problems. The cost of setting one 
up in Northamptonshire would 
be too high.” The council would 
not comment on the Halberts. 


Tones face 
nft over 


=o 8 a 
civil nghts? 
The Government will press for 
piecemeal anti-discrimination 
legislation in the autumn, not a 
full civil rights bill, believes 
Nicholas Scott, ex-Minister for 
Disabled People. 

And he hinted this could 
cause dissent within the party. 
“There are people in the Gov- 
ernment who could have lived 
with civil rights, with appropri- 
ate safeguards,” he told DN in 
an exclusive interview. 

He was not surprised that 
the Conservative Disability 
Group was split down the mid- 
dle over the issue, according to 
a recent survey. 

Incapacity benefit is likely to 
save “approaching £3 billion a 
year by the end of the decade”, 
he said, and this will influence 
Government thinking on the 
consultation document. 

“William Hague will be the 
man to hold the difficult ball and 
do the best he can.” (see page 13) 

Mr Scott hopes for “a new 
approach to employment and 
more sensible arrangements”. 

He omitted public transport 
from the consultation docu- 
ment because “It’s happening. 
You don’t have to impose it.” 

He confirmed that Treasury 
fears about cost and Trade and 
Industry concerns about burden- 
ing buinesses were “the two 
main obstacles” to the Berry bill. 
There was “a lot of pressure”. 

His “deepest worry” had 
been disability groups using the 
courts to force the Government 
to make changes too quickly. 
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@ 
Our Action Powered wheelchairs and in powered 


scooters are designed to meet the highest 


standards of quality, safety and comfort. 


mobility. 


At Invacare, we pride ourselves on being able to exactly suit your mobility needs 
with our innovative technology. If you would like to discover how we can personally 
assist you in getting around, please return the coupon or call us on 0656 664321. 


Together everything is possible. 
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Please send details of how you can improve my mobility (Tick boxes) 


[_] Action Power (Wheelchairs & scooters) 


Action Manual (Lightweight wheelchairs) 


(_] Opale range (Around the home accessories) 
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RE Freepost CF 3914, Bridgend, Glamorgan CF31 BR. 


World leaders in powered wheelchairs & scooters 
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G & S Smirthwaite, 16 Daneheath Business Park, 
Heathfield, Devon TQ12 6TL. Tel/Fax: 0626-835552 


G. & S. SMIRTHWAITE LTD. 


HEATHFIELD CHAIRS 


For: Home, Nursery or School 


from £85.00 
in DEPTH and HEIGHT 
Also New to our Range: HIP PLASTER CHAIR (18 Months - Adult), 
STANDING and MOBILITY AID. For CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION: The 


INGFIELD LADDER BACK CHAIR in FIVE Sizes. MOTHER and BABY 
PLINTH - Slatted BATH STOOL and many new items. 
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Disabled holidaymakers left 
stranded by Spanish pilot 


Seven disabled British holiday- 
makers were left stranded in 
Majorca after a Spanish pilot 
refused to fly them home. 

The party’s helpers were 
made to walk up and down the 
aisle of the plane to “prove” 
they were not disabled before 
being allowed to stay. 

The seven, part of a group of 
26 from The Grocutt Centre 
for the Handicapped, Stoke- 
on-Trent, were left on the 
island when the Futura Airlines 
skipper said Spanish safety 


rules allowed only ten per cent 
of his passengers to be disabled 
— despite the fact that the party 
flew out together. 

The rule, which does not 
apply in Britain, is based on 
emergency evacuation proce- 
dures. 

The seven left 
Majorca, plus five helpers, 
stayed the night at a Palma 
hotel, paid for by the tour 
operator, Cosmos. 

They flew into Gatwick Air- 
port two days later on an alter- 


behind in’ 


native flight. Cosmos said it 
had launched a full investiga- 
tion into the incident. 

George Sanderson, chairman 
of the Grocott Centre for the 
Handicapped, said: “I think it 
was despicable the way the 
party was treated by the 
airline.” 

A spokesperson for Futura 
Airlines said the pilot had 
made the right decision, but he 
denied that anyone was forced 
to walk around the plane to 
prove they were able-bodied. 


Stage management: Papla Crimmens (right) 


“inter-acts” 


with Dolly Foulds on a drama therapy course. Ms Crim- 
mens and partner Alison Kelly trained at the Central School 
of Speech and Drama. Their aim is to help people with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s disease through communication, 
story-telling and physical movement. They will be running 
courses nationwide in November. Tel: 081-699 9637/348 8658. 


ALISON KELLY 


Tots ‘forced’ 
to be carers 


Children as young as three are 
forced to care for disabled or ter- 
minally ill relatives, the British 
Association said last month. 

The numbers of child carers 
could exceed 10,000, according 
to Dr Saul Becker, director of 
the Young Carers Research 
Group at Loughborough Uni- 
versity, who has been research- 
ing the problem for two years. 

Dr Becker highlighted the 
case of a boy who had missed 
two years schooling to care for 
his dying father. As a result, 
the school authorities threat- 
ened to place the boy in care if 
he did not attend school. 

Dr Becker called for a bill of 
rights and proper care support. 
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More pupils segregated 


Disabled children are now more 
likely to be segregated in spe- 
cial schools, according to a sur- 
vey by the Centre for Studies 
on Inclusive Education (CSIE). 
The report shows that chil- 
dren sent to special schools 
increased from 1.47 per cent in 
1991 to 1.49 per cent in 1992. 
This amounts to more than 
1,500 extra children in 1992. 
The Government is blamed 


for the trend. Changes to the 
school system, such as league 
tables, the national curriculum 
and testing put schools under 
pressure for results and make dis- 
abled children an “unattractive 
commodity”, the report says. 


Segregation and Inclusion, £5, 
CSIE, 1 Redland Close, Elm 
Lane, Redland, Bristol BS6 
6UE. 
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"Til December 3lst 
an Escort 1.3 for just 


£150. 


(Best get motoring!) 


nett 


If you receive the higher rate mobility component of the | M32 
Disability Living Allowance, you could realise your driving Please return your coupon to: Ford Motor Company Ltd, F- REEPOST, 
PO Box 63, Aldershot, Hampshire GU12 4BR 


ambition now. 
For just £150 advance payment; you could drive away in a 
new Escort 1.3', with Ford's latest safety and security features 


Please send me further information on the Ford Motability Programme. 


— driver's airbag, steel safety cage, side impact bars and anti- gare (0.9. Mr Mrs) INITIALS SURNAME 
submarining front seats with pretensioner and grabber 
; feeerss ti |  sateerlone@iorniggee) sro? etre 
seat belts — as well as Safeguard anti-theft security system 
and anti-theft coded stereo radio cassette. TOWN 
All this, plus the support of the UKs largest network of 
Motability specialists. POSTCODE TEL NO 


Fill in the coupon, or see your local Ford Motability dealer 
or call free on 0800 111 222, for details. (quoting M32) 


But hurry! It’s only £150 — but it’s only til Dec. 31st 
— and only from Ford. 


*Applies only to vehicles registered on or before Dec. 31st 1 994 and is available only on the Escort 
1.3 lead-in. This offer is based on maximum retail price which includes delivery and number plates. 
Road tax (if applicable), options and adaptations for customer needs excluded. 

+ Excludes estate model. This offer applies only to the Motability 3 year contract hire scheme. Full 
written details available on request. Subject to status. 


My current car is: (Make e.g. Ford) $$ $$$ 


(Model e.g. Escort) Registration Letter 


When do you expect to replace your car?_________ Month ________ Year (e.g. 08 95) 


Everything we do is driven by you. 
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Alan and Penny Bates, both in wheelchairs, are now proud 
owners of a brand new £67,000, fully adapted, house in Derby, 
thanks to Ideal Homes. The company says it will adapt new 
homes for free, provided it is told early enough. For Alan 
and Penny, this saved them nearly £4,000 on the cost of 
their home. From left: site manager Dick Thomas, Alan, 
Keeley the dog, Penny and sales adviser Julie Madden. 


Herts Mobility Centres 


An Invacare dealer 


Buying the product that is exactly ‘right for 
your individual needs can make a real difference 
and give you back that sense of independent 
freedom. Whether you need a very special 

powered chair or the get about > 

mobility of a powered scooter, a purchase as 
important as this needs careful consideration. 
At Herts Mobility Centres our expert staff have 
the knowledge and experience to help you 
make the right choice. You can browse in 
P the relaxed atmosphere of 
our showroom and try any & 
model at your leisure, or we will demonstrate them in the 
convenience of your own home. 

So make the first move towards solving your mobility 
problems. Visit our showroom or call us to arrange a 
demonstration. —s 


Tel: 0438 861628 


Opening hours: 8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday. 
8.30 to 12 noon Saturday 


Herts Mobility Centres, Atlantec Medical Limited, 
98/100 High Street, Walkern, Stevenage, Herts, SG2 7PG. 


HMC 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Costa 
Almeria, Cyprus, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and holiday centres in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 


im 
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Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, am) 


Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 Nd) 


The Government has poured 
scorn on warnings that Britain’s 
eight million partially deaf peo- 
ple could be unable to use tele- 
phones if secret plans to open 
up the telecommunications 
market go ahead. 

The warnings were made by 
the Labour Party and the char- 
ity Hearing Concern last 
month. 

Shadow consumer affairs 
minister Nigel Griffiths argued 
that confidential documents 
leaked to the Labour Party 
showed that the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) was 
planning to reduce standards 
set for telephones, to allow in 
more foreign imports. 

Imported telephones currently 
have to meet stringent standards 
of audibility as set by the British 
Approvals Board for Telecom- 
munications and the British 
Standards Institute (BSI). 

Scrapping these standards 
could mean a 25 per cent drop 
in telephone levels, he said. 

“We want an inquiry into 


attack on telephones 


why this plan was allowed to 
reach this stage without con- 
sulting deaf and partially deaf 
people and their representa- 
tives,” said Mr Griffiths. 

But a DTI spokesman said 
the claim was “rubbish”. 

“We did ask the BSI to look 
at some of the parameters of 
telecommunications equipment. 
But the BSI has recommended 
that there should be no change. 
We have no plans to change the 
standard. 

“This could even lead to a 
greater range of volume in tele- 
phones by incorporating vol- 
ume controls,” he said. 

The DTI did intend to con- 
sult disability groups, but the 
process was not yet far enough 
advanced, he added. 

John Hart, chairman of the 
British Association for the 
Hard of Hearing Telecommu- 
nications Committee — the 
body that advises the DTI on 
telecommunications issues for 
deaf people — said they had 
written to DTI boss Michael 


Heseltine on 26 July. So far 
they had received no answer. 
“There are millions of older 
people who do not have hear- 
ing aids. If there was a reduc- 
tion in the loudness of 
telephones, then people who 
are struggling along would not 


be able to manage without 


amplifiers on the phone to 
boost the sound,” he warned. 

Jim Pothecary, of the charity 
Hearing Concern, said: “If you 
start bringing in cheaper 
phones, it will not be long 
before all phones meet the 
cheaper standards. 

“We have asked for a 
meeting with John Major on 
behalf of Hearing Concern to 
press for a reversal on this 
decision.” 

e Labour’s spokesman for dis- 
abled people’s rights, Barry 
Sheerman, has condemned the 
Treasury for its 


lation on the grounds of cost. 


He said ministers were simply | 


“scaremongering”. 


TUC backs civil rights and priority suppliers 


Trade unionists gave their sup- 
port to civil rights legislation 
for disabled people last month. 

At its conference in Black- 
pool, the Trade Union Congress 
supported two motions, one 
condemning Michael Portillo’s 


attack on the priority suppliers 
employment scheme (DN 
September). The other called 
for all discrimination against 
disabled people to be made ille- 
gal. 

Both motions were passed 


without opposition. 

Bob Findlay, a delegate on 
the disability committee of the 
MSF union, which represents 
clerical and professional work- 
ers, called for trade union action 
to support disabled people. 


Perfect Partners. 


With the right wheelchair you develop a vital partner- 
ship that's built on trust, reliability and personal experience. 
Youll find the same qualities in the service provided by 


Gerald Simonds Healthcare. 


As you can rely on the performance and integrity of 
our wheelchairs so you can trust in our expertise and com- 


mitment to customer care. We begin by listening and go 
on listening to your personal needs. 

With Gerald Simonds Healthcare you're buying much 
more than a wheelchair - you're investing in a partnership 


for a more rewarding future. 


~ 


A" 


The Swede Elite 


Whether you require a wheelchair, powered scooter, 
add on power drives, general fitness and mobility equipment 
or simply sound advice, contact us free on 0800 220975. 


GERALD 
SIMONDS 


HEALTHCARE 
Gerald Simonds Healthcare Ltd., 


FREEPOST, Aylesbury, Bucks HP!9 3BR. 
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Ceasefire 
fails to 
halt fears 


Disability groups in Northern 

Ireland have given a cautious 

welcome to the announcement 

of an IRA ceasefire but do not 

believe it will stop the number 

of people being killed and dis- 
abled by terrorists. 

Sam Malcomson, chairper- 
son of the Disabled Police Offi- 
cers’ Association, who was shot 
by the IRA while serving with 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary, 
said: “We hope this will mean a 
permanent end of terrorist vio- 
lence in the Province, but I am 
not confident. We will not be 
happy until the IRA hand over 
all their weapons.” 

Sam Gillespie, a Belfast 
member of the Northern Ire- 
land Ex-Servicemen’s Associa- 
tion, who was also disabled by 
an IRA bullet, said: “I do not 
think the ceasefire will make 
the slightest bit of difference. I 
am praying the peace will last, 
but the IRA have used the 
power of the gun to terrorise 
Irish people for 25 years and 

they are not going to change 

_ their ways overnight. The mur- 
dering, maiming and mafia-like 
activities will continue.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Northern Ireland charity Dis- 
ability Action said: “We wel- 
come signs that the IRA are 
putting violence behind them 
and look forward to a future in 
which people will not become 
disabled because of their beliefs, 
background or jobs.” 


Royal award 


Sunrise Medical, the West 
Midlands firm which makes 
mobility equipment for dis- 
abled people, has won the 1994 
Queen’s Award for Export 
Achievement. 
_ Managing director Barrie 
Payne (right) was presented 
with the award by the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County, 
Robert Taylor (/eft), and the 
Mayor of Dudley, John Simp- 
son. The firm exports 60 per 
cent of its products to 40 
countries around the world. 


——S ee 


Advice lines end 


DN’s telephone advice lines 
on sex aids and contracep- 
tion for disabled women end 
on 30 September. 


Horsing around: The Cotswold branch of the Riding for the 
Disabled Association welcomes their newest addition, Sin- 
bad the pony. Sinbad was bought for £1,000 by the Chel- 
tenham 51 Club, a group of local business people. 


Retailers monitor disability 


Two high-street retailers, 
Boots, the chemist, and fast- 
food chain McDonald’s, are 
auditing their staff to find out 
how many disabled workers 
they employ and _ whether 
they can improve job oppor- 
tunities. 

Boots has found that only 


Parents ‘missing out on care’ 


Parents caring for severly dis- 
abled children are missing out 
on help and social services 
because they do not see them- 
selves as “carers”. 

A new report, published by 
The Joseph Rowntree Founda- 
tion on behalf of the Family 


0.37 per cent of its 70,000- 
strong workforce are registered 
disabled. 

A further 1.9 per cent con- 
sider themselves disabled but 
are not registered. 

McDonald’s has yet to pro- 
duce its results. It has 31,000 
staff in the UK. 


Fund, calls for properly co- 
ordinated services and greater 
sensitivity by doctors and pro- 
fessionals to parents’ needs. 


Taking Care, free, The Family 
Fund, PO Box 50, York YOI 
2ZW. 


They’ve been coping for years — 


give them a break! 


If you’re caring and coping for 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, a 
break is not a luxury ... it’s 
essential. 

At our five centres we offer 


one-to-one caring for people with 
severe physical disabilities in a 
relaxed environment while their 
carers can choose to enjoy the rest 
at the centre or elsewhere. 


The Winged Fellowship, Angel House, 
20-32 Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD. Tel: 071 833 2594. 


A Company Limited by Guarantee Reg No 2044219. Registered Charity No 295072. 


Please send me details of your holidays LJ or volunteering [e 


W 


WINGED 


I would like to make a donation to the Winged Fellowship. 
Please charge my Visa/Access Card No. 


Expiry Date 


FELLOWSHIP 


RESPITE CARE AND Name 


I enclose cheque for £50 / £30 / £20 / £10 / £5 
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Address 


PEOPLE 
DON 


Postcode 


Meal charges 


Parents and education authori- 
ties in Northern Ireland are 
angry that children at special 
schools are being made to pay 
for school meals. 

Fees will be phased in over 
three years until they reach the 
same level — currently about 
90p — that pupils pay at nurs- 
ery and primary schools. 

A Government circular to 
the Province’s six education 
and library boards said parents 
will be charged a third of the 
cost this year, two thirds from 
September 1995 and the full 
amount in September 1996. 

But pupils will still be able to 
get free meals if they are on a 
special diet or their parents 
receive income support. 

The circular, which brings 
the Province into line with the 
rest of the UK, has angered 
many parents. 

Gail McKibbon of the char- 
ity Families in Contact, which 
supports families with disabled 
children together, said: “Many 


anger parents 


of our members benefited from 
free meals. They feel they have 
had something important taken 
way from them.” 

Pauline Spence, from Belfast, 
who has a disabled daughter, 
said: “This decision will make 
life tougher for a lot of families, 
especially those on low incomes.” 

The directive has _ been 
opposed by the Province’s edu- 
cation authorities. 

Daryl Kenny, of the North- 
Eastern Education and Library 
Board, said: “We are all against 
this charge. Parents have 
enough on their plates without 
having to pay for school meals. 

“There is a great deal of con- 
cern because some parents will be 
stopping their children from hay- 
ing meals to save money.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Department of Education in 
the Northern Ireland said: “In 
the current financial climate, 
we must examine all areas of 
expenditure. The decision to 
charge was not taken lightly.” 


CAREFREE HOLIDAYS 


64 FLORENCE ROAD,NORTHAMPTON. NNI 4NA.- TELEPHONE: (01604) 30382 / 34301 


NOW BOOKING 
CONTINENTAL COACH TOURS. 1995 


SWITZERLAND - FRI9 JUN 9 for 10 DAYS - LAKE LUCERNE, WEGGIS, ANDERMATT 


AUSTRIA - SUN 9 JULY for 11 DAYS - ST ANTON, VIPITENO, KAUNERTAL GLACIER 
HOLLAND - SUN 6 AUGUST for 6 DAYS - AMSTERDAM, VOLENDAM, ARNHEM 


ITALY - suN 10 SEPTEMBER for 12 DAYS- LAKE GARDA, VENICE, FLORENCE 
DEPARTURES FROM LEICESTER, NORTHAMPTON, LONDON, DOVER AND INTERMEDIATE POINTS 


FULLY ESCORTED 


‘LUXURY COACH WITH SIDE LIFT LUGGAGE HANDLING 


EASY ACCESS ACCOMMODATION 


NO OVERNIGHT TRAVEL 


PLACES LIMITED TO ENSURE MAXIMUM COMFORT 
ABTA BONDED ( 93611) FOR YOUR SECURITY 


Save up to 17.5% 


on your Car insurance 


ow 


"Keep Mobile" Car Insurance 


packed with additional benefits at a competitive price, 


because we consider that people with disabilities 


are better risks than non-disabled people. 


available only from 


Fish Insurance 


FREEPOST, 3 Riversway Business Village, Navigation Way, PRESTON. PR2 2BR 
Telephone 0772 724442 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


TEL 
RENEWAL DATE 


—" 


Please send me details of ''Keep Mobile" Car Insurance 


NEW 


Comprehensive insurance and 
investment guide on all topics 


Tick for your free copy BS) 
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Pioneering 
pelvis 
transplant 


A grandmother. has been given 
a pelvic transplant operation 
never before attempted in 
Britain. 

Elizabeth Bolton, 65, from 
North Shields, Tyne and Wear, 
underwent an 11-hour opera- 
tion at Freeman Hospital, 
Newcastle, in August. 

Doctors decided to carry out 
the operation because arthritis 
had eaten away a 20cm hole in 
her pelvic bone. 

Although she has had three 
hip replacement operations in 
the past 20 years, none have 
been successful. 

During the operation, the 
new bone was shaped to fit the 
hole in the pelvis. Three plates 
and screws were then used to 
fix the new bone on to what 
was left of the pelvis. 

Chris Moran, a consultant 
surgeon at Freeman Hospital, 
said: “We started planning the 
operation months ago so we 
knew what measurements we 
needed to work to and then 
scoured Europe for a suitable 
donor.” 

The Bone Bank in Leicester, 
which specialises in locating 
bone donors, found a matching 
pelvis from a man in Belgium 
who had donated his organs for 
medical use. 


“Tt was a very difficult oper- 
ation because we had to make 
sure the two bones would graft 
perfectly,” said Mr Moran. 
“This type of operation is very 
much in its early stages. There 
have been a handful carried out 
in America, but not many.” 

He said Mrs Bolton is 
already walking with crutches 
and in a few weeks should be 
able to walk unsupported. 


Anti-cancer 


drug tested 


A new anti-cancer drug which 
appears to be effective against 
lung and bowel cancers when 
conventional treatment fails is 
to undergo trials in Britain and 
New Zealand. 

The drug, DACA, stopped 
the growth of lung tumours in 
mice within four days. It has 
been engineered by New 
Zealand scientists and devel- 
oped by Cancer Research Cam- 
paign (CRC) doctors and the 
British pharmaceutical com- 
pany Xenova. 

DACA works by stopping 
cancer cells from dividing and 
by knocking out a defence 
mechanism in cancer cells which 
enables them to expel most 
drugs designed to kill them. 

Dr Paul Bevan, research 
director of Xenova, said: “It 
hits cells in two different ways 
with a double-whammy effect 
that makes DACA unique.’ 


is 


Tommy Lenihan, who is four-years-old and has asthma, 


visits the UK’s first low-allergen house in Milton Keynes. It 
was built by Conduit Ltd and the National Asthma Cam- 
paign. Special features include triple glazing, dust-free sur- 


faces and a low-pollen garden. 


Although some drugs are ini- 
tially successful, they stop 
working once cells learn how to 
defend themselves. DACA is 
different because it can kill all 
cells, including those that have 
developed resistance. 

Two trials have started, each 
involving 30 patients with lung, 
bowel and skin cancers, in 
Cambridge and New Zealand. 

The Cambridge patients are 
given a weekly injection of 
DACA and the New Zealand 
ones a daily injection to find 
which dose work best. 

If the drug is found to be safe, 
larger trials will follow. 


CAROLINE MARDON/NURSING TIMES 


CRC’s drug development 
director Dr David Secher, said: 
“DACA is very promising, but I 
do not think it will be available 
before 1999.” 


Putting your 
best foot 
forward 


Foot massage is to be tested on 
200 patients to see if it can cut 
the time they spend in hospital 
after orthopaedic operations. 
Reflexology is being tried out 


for the first time in the NHS as 
part of a £60,000 research pro- 
ject. Patients will begin their 
treatment this month after 
undergoing knee replacement 
operations at the 
Wales Orthopaedic Hospital, 
Cardiff. 

Ian Mackie, consultant 
orthopaedic surgeon, said: “We 
carried out a small project com- 
paring two groups of hip 


replacement patients and the 


results were quite impressive. 
The group that had reflexology 
all went home two days before 
the others.” 


Electronic 
aid implant 
A pioneering operation 
helps patients with — spinal 
injuries is to be carried out at 
Salisbury District Hospital. 

In the first operation of its 
type in Europe, surgeons at the 
hospital will implant tiny elec- 
trodes into the hand and arm 
muscles of patients whose 
spinal injury means they have 
no hand movement. 

By shrugging their shoulder, 
patients operate a joystick con- 
trol which will activate an elec- 
tric impulse, stimulating the 
muscles to make hand move- 
ment possible. It is hoped the 


operation will allow patients to | 
themselves. | 
Doctors hope to perform the | 


feed and wash 


first operation early next year. 


pacN 
NISSAN 
7 


PETROL } / 
£10495 | 1 


Ss San 


WV The lst choic 


&8B95 


ELECTRIC WINCH £400, 
200 kg RATCLIFF TAIL LIFT £1650, 
200kg RICON FULLY AUTOMATIC TAIL 


LIFT £1850. 


| 


e for nursing homes, charitable or 

¥v Inside, is a reliable and safe metho 
v A double track runs the full interior length of the vehicle. 
anchor the wheelchair firmly 
Vv 5 Seater (plus 1 wheelchair space)or 4 Seater (plus 2 


Extras Pack 


2 SUNROOFS, Kenwood STEREO / RADIO 
CASSETTE WITH 4 SPEAKERS, 
REMOTE ULTRA SONIC ALARM, 3 YEARS 
NATIONAL BREAKDOWN COVER. 


— sy 
———— 


CAR CENTRE LTD 


MOOR LANE, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WA8 7AL 
TEL: 051 420 2000 
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N@12S) SeA Naw iewR" Een Ae Chee 


<y RENAULT 


PETROL 
£11495 


DIESEL 
£11995 


Renault 


v The Versa is available in both Petrol (unleaded) & Diesel versions. 
ganisations, community transport and families alike. 
d of anchoring the wheelchairs and seats. 
Wheelchair clamps are provided which simply hand-tighten to 
In any position along the track 
wheelchair spaces) to luxury trim specifications *Inc. ramps. 


(a Unique to 


Home Demonstrations 


available 


wv All conversions subject to Appendix 
B of Relief from VAT as amended in - 


the 1983 Acts. 


fund licence. 


Contact Howard Samuels or 


John Leach for a full information pack. 
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IN BRIEF 
CEREUS 


Make It Easy 

People First has launched the 
Make It Easy project to help 
professionals provide informa- 
tion that can be easily under- 
stood by people with learning 
difficulties. 

The charity will set up a 
regional network of organisa- 
tions that produce accessible 
information on community care 
services, employment, leisure 
activities, benefits and rights 
which is easily understood. 

A series of videos, books and 
a picture dictionary will also be 
produced. 


Andrew Bright, tel: 071-713 6400. 


Railways code 

A Code of Practice to make rail 
travel easier for disabled people 
has been launched by the rail 
regulator, John Swift QC. 

It identifies best practice 
methods for station operators, 
designers and booking clerks. 
The office will also keep a reg- 
ister of facilities for disabled 
travellers across the network. 


Meeting the Needs of Disabled 
Passengers — a code of practice, 
Sue MacSwan, ORR Library, 1 
Waterhouse Square, Holborn 
Bars, 138-142 Holborn, London 
ECIN 2SU, tel: 071-282 2001. 


Free loan service 
A regional loan scheme for peo- 
ple with Motor Neurone Dis- 
ease (MND) opened in West 
Yorkshire last month. 

The free scheme, run by the 
West Yorkshire branch of the 
Red Cross on behalf of the 
MND Association, will loan 
out a wide range of equipment, 
including mattress elevators 
and reclining chairs. 


MND Association, PO Box 246, 
Northampton NN1 2PR. 


Student funding boost 
Nottingham Trent University 
is planning to improve its 
services for disabled students 
after receiving major new 
funding from the Higher 
Education Funding Council. 

The £97,750 grant will be 
used to employ new support 
staff for disabled students at 
the university. 

Brian Robinson, head of aca- 
demic support services at the 
university, said: “We are 
delighted to get this new fund- 
ing as it will enable us to give 
disabled people greater help 
and support.” 


Radio competition 

BBC Radio is to give budding 
young writers a chance to have 
their stories or plays broadcast 
through a competition called 
First Bite. It is open to writers 
aged. 16 to 30. Applicants must 
send in scripts by 31 January. 


Application form: First Bite, 
Room 620, BBC Broadcasting 
House, London W1A 1AA. 


Strictly ballroom: Stefan Novak and his wife Lyn won the 


first ever tea dance championship for visually impaired 
dancers at Royal Tunbridge Wells in August. First prize was 
tea for two at the town’s Spa Hotel and an overnight stay. 


Benefit plans unveiled 


The Liberal Democrats has 
announced plans to improve 
the tax and benefits system for 
disabled people. The party 
plans to introduce: 

¢ A Disablement Costs 
Allowance to replace the Dis- 
ability Living Allowance. This 
new benefit would help people 
pay for public transport, health 
and social care costs 

* A Disablement Pension for 
people of working age who are 
unable to work because of sick- 
ness or disability 

¢ A Partial Capacity Benefit to 
help disabled people who can 
work but do not earn enough to 


support themselves entirely. 

Social security spokesperson 
Archy Kirkwood said: “Changes 
are needed. We are opposed to 
the present retrogressive inca- 
pacity benefit which shows no 
understanding of disability. 

“We would simplify benefits 
to take account of the severity 
and cost of disability.” 

The plans will be discussed 
at this year’s party conference 
in Brighton. 


Opportunity and Independence 
For All, £3, Liberal Democrat 
Publications, § Fordington Green, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI IGB. 


Council 


workers 


“‘wrecked’ home 


A severely disabled man claims 
he has been branded a trouble- 
maker by a London council for 
complaining about a catalogue 
of disasters caused by council- 
contracted workmen who were 
trying to adapt his home. 

Cornelius Kennedy, from 
Southwark, south-east London 
was recommended two years 
ago for an instant shower in his 
bathroom and alterations to his 
kitchen cupboards and electrics. 

But contractors sent by 
Southwark council caused a trail 
of destruction that left his house 
ruined and Mr Kennedy emo- 
tionally scarred. Contractors: 
¢ Arrived drunk and fell down 
the stairs 
¢ Put bathroom tiles up upside 
down 
* Connected the shower to the 
hot water pipework; dropped a 
wrench that smashed and 
chipped the bath, and cracked 
the sink. 

Another set of council contrac- 
tors sent to repair the damage 
then flooded the property after 
igniting lagging around the 
pipework with a blow torch, 
scraped away the hall wallpaper 


and chipped cupboards when 
removing a cracked bath, and 
wrongly reconnected the piping 
so that it was leaking through the 
ceiling. They also became aggres- 
sive and threatening in _ their 
behaviour. 

Mr Kennedy received £626 
in compensation from the 
council, but now claims that he 
has been put on a blacklist. 

“1 have been pilloried for 
daring to complain,” he said. 
“The people who _ they 
employed to help me are an 
absolute shambles. I am wor- 
ried that if I call for help in the 
future I will not get it.” 

Mr Kennedy has contacted 
his local MP, Liberal Democrat 
Simon Hughes. A spokesman 
for his office said it seemed that 
Southwark had been “insensi- 
tive” in its attitude. 

A Southwark Council 
spokesperson acknowledged Mr 
Kennedy had made a number of 
complaints, but said he had 
“exhausted” their complaints 
procedure. “Mr Kennedy will 
continue to receive day-to-day 
services. We refute any sugges- 
tion that he has been boycotted.” 


Patients need protection 


The National Consumer Coun- 
cil (NCC) is urging the Govern- 
ment to introduce a new NHS 
complaints procedure with extra 
safeguards for patients. 

NCC research has shown 
there is confusion among staff 
and patients. Only a third of 


The NEW Easi-Stand™ 


from 


HNE Community Care 


patients know how to approach 
the NHS about a complaint 
and only one in ten know 
where to go. 

Vice-chairperson Ann Scully 
said: “Patients often feel a sense 
of powerlessness about who to 
talk to and can fear retribution.” 


The Easi-Stand 1s part of 
an extensive range from 
HNE Community Care. 
Providers of’a new approach 
to lifting & handling. 


For more information on 
the Easi-Stand or any other 
lifting & handling product, 

complete and return this 


coupon today. 


HNE 


COMMUNITY CARE 


Huntleigh Nesbit Evans Healthcare 
1 Regent Rd City Liverpool L3 7BX 
Tel: 051 236 5311 Fax: 051 236 4698 


Name: DN3 


Address: 


Post Code: 
Tel: 
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John and Judith Godwin, deaf proprietors of the “Tara” 
guest house in Oxford, can now book in guests more easily, 
thanks to a Minicom Supertel telephone. The phone was 
given on a trial basis by Reading Placing and Assessment 
Team under the Access to Work Scheme. OXFORD MAIL 


Lottery to benefit disabled 


for Disabled People to Arts 
Premises Today (ADAPT), he 
says distributors must ensure 
“suitable means are available for 
those with ... disabilities to gain 
access to the asset or facility”. 


National Heritage Secretary 


Stephen Dorrell is urging arts 
venues that win National Lot- 
tery cash to use the money to 
improve disability access. 

In a letter to charity Access 


ARE YOU VISITING THE USA OR CANADA? 


We can supply you with a transformer to convert 
their 110 volts AC supply to 240 volts. The design 
includes an input power cable with an American 
style input plug to connect directly into a standard 
USA mains socket. Also included is a UK style 
output socket into which you plug your existing 
battery charger UK plug. 


For more information write to:- Sales Department, 
J M Clarke Ltd, 64/66 Percy Road, Leicester, 
LE2 8FN or see us on Stand No 132 
at the Wembley Naidex Exhibition. 


»spECIAL OFFERS From the European Brand Leaden 
TO READERS, OF 


Disability SIMPLANTEX 


Now — Health Care Limited 


wey The finest British Weatherwear 
aS for Scooter & Wheelchair Users 


A+ £4 P&P 


PLEASE SEND ME THE ITEMS LISTED. | ENCLOSE FULL PAYME} 
INCLUDING £4 P&P TOTAL ENCLOSED £........ e Hitless 


DEPT: DN/0 SIMPLANTEX H C LTD,HEALTHCARE HOUSE, Willowfield Rood 
Eastbourne East Sussex BN22 8AP Tel: (0323) 411618 Fax: (0323) 412781 


Taxman pockets cash 
for Scottish hospice 


A charity raising money to start 
the first hospice for terminally 
ill children in Scotland has had 
thousands of pounds of dona- 
tions pocketed by the taxman. 

The Children’s Hospice 
Association Scotland (CHAS) 
is trying to raise £10 million 
for the hospice and to provide 
funding for the next ten 
years. 

They have so far raised £7.5 
million, mostly through dona- 
tions from the general public 
and local businesses. 

The Aberdeen-based Mac- 
Robert Trust has donated {1 
million, and a campaign by 
local paper The Daily Record 
has raised £3.5 million. 

A sale of turf by Glasgow 
football team Celtic from their 
redeveloped stadium, organised 


by the newspaper, was due to 
raise another £14,000 for the 
charity. 

But now the taxman has said 
the donation is subject to VAT, 
slashing nearly £2,500 from the 
total. 

John Melon, office manager 
at CHAS, was stoic about the 
setback. “Of course we are very 
disappointed, but it is some- 
thing we cannot do anything 
about. 

“We understand that if they 
make an exception for us, then 
they will have to make an 
exception for others too.” 

Peter McLean, public rela- 
tions manager at Celtic Foot- 
ball Club, called for more 
flexibility in the rules. 

“This sort of thing does not 
reflect very well on the Gov- 


Spastics Society stalwart 


Ken Coulbeck, long-time mem- 
ber of The Spastics Society exec- 
utive council, died in August. 
Chairman Anthony Hew- 
son writes: He was a loyal, 
dedicated and stalwart sup- 
porter of causes associated with 
cerebral palsy over the years. A 
parent of a son with cp, he had 
personal knowledge of all the 
problems associated with dis- 
ability and worked tirelessly to 
improve the quality of life for 
those with cp, their families 


and carers, and to eliminate 
discrimination. 

As a member of the execu- 
tive council for 12 years and of 
several committees, Ken’s 
counsel was sought by many of 
his colleagues. He recently 
became an associate member of 
SOS, and was involved with 
Good Neighbours House. 

His family can be justly 
proud of his contribution to the 
progress of the society — all of 
us are deeply indebted to him. 


ernment’s VAT policy. There : 
would be a lot of goodwill in- 
their reassessing VAT rules for : 
charitable donations. : 

“Tt is unfortunate that such a 
worthwhile charity should have 
to miss out on this money.” 

A spokesman for Customs & 
Excise said VAT had to be’ 
charged on the sale of the turf. 
That the money was then going 
to charity was irrelevant. 

“It is a very complex area. If 
people ring us beforehand, we 
can advise them,” he said. 

The hospice will be located 
in Kinross and will provide 
short breaks for families and 
respite care for children. 


CHAS, 18 Hanover Street, 
Edinburgh EH2 2EN, tel: 031- 
226 4933. 


Wheelchair guru 


Robin Cavendish, who died in 
August at the age of 64, will be 
best remembered as _ the 
designer of the combined 
wheelchair respirator now 
widely used by the NHS. 

Paralysed at 28 by polio- 
myelitis, he ignored medical 
advice that he must leave home 
or die within a week, and lived 
for the next 35 years. 

He also invented a head-con- 
trolled switch system now in 
wide use. 


RENAULT EXTRA 


llustrated Renault Extra Conversion 


e EXCELLENT SIDE AND FORWARD PASSENGER VISIBILITY 
e SUPERB RIDE COMFORT AND STABILITY 
@ REALISTICALLY PRICED 

AVAILABLE THROUGH MOTABILITY 


FORD COURIER, SEAT VISTA, RENAULT TRAFFIC AND FORD TRANSIT CONVERSIONS ALSO 
AVAILABLE. FOR LITERATURE AND PRICES OR A HOME DEMONSTRATION PHONE 


POWNIING 
CONVERSIONS 


0722 336048 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE SP2 7NR 
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Various seating 
options and ; 
passenger restraints 

available 


PRAIRIE 


2.4 Petrol engine 
with catalytic 
converter, Dower 


Steer; ; 
Ing, With tion 


EHICLE HEIGHT 1840mm (72.4in INTERIOR VEHICLE HEIGHT 778mm (70in EHICLE HEIGHT 1835mm (72in) 


ACCESS HEIGHT 
1500mm (59in) | 


{ ACCESS HEIGHT | 
1300mm (51 in) 


SENGER AREA LENGTH 00mm (Se 
B DIESEL or PETROL inc LATEST SAFETY PACKAGE 


FROM £12,612 EX-WORKS 


- it's as easy as A, B or C. 


SOUTH MIDLANDS AND THE NORTH SCOTLAND 
BROTHERWOOD AUTOMOBILITY LTD (DORSET) CLARKS INDEPENDENCE CENTRE (LEEDS) ERSKINE PRODUCTS (LOCKERBIE) 
PHONE 0935 872603 PHONE 0532 588888 PHONE 0461 8651 


%&\ BROTHERWOOD 


Pillar Box Lane . Beer Hackett . Sherborne . Dorset DT9 6QP . Telephone 0935 872603 . Fax 0935 872853 


All prices and specifications may be altered or changed without prior notice at the discretion of Brotherwood Automobility Limited 
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Disability campaigners marched 
through the Mexican town of 
Puerto Vallarta in July, 
demanding civil rights for dis- 
abled people. 

More than 200 members of 
the Mexican Confederation of 
Physically Disabled People and 
Representatives of Mentally 
Disabled (MCPDP) gathered 
outside the town’s municipal 
president’s offices and chanted 
slogans such as “More ramps, 
less stairs” and “We want 
equality and opportunity”. 

It was one of the few times 
that disabled people had, as a 
group, taken direct action and 
demanded their rights. 

“The poverty in Mexico 
means that disabled people are 
among the most downtrodden 
in society,” said Agnes 
Fletcher, information officer of 
Disability Awareness in Action. 
She visited Mexico in July to 
attend the MCPDP’s annual 
convention. She also met mem- 
bers of PROJIMO — the Pro- 
gramme of Rehabilitation 
Organised by Disabled Youth 
of Western Mexico — a rural 
rehabilitation project run by 
and for disabled villagers, 
which organises training 


Protesters march through the Mexican town of Puerto Vallarta 


courses on wheelchair-building 
and disability rights. 

“Services are very poor. If 
you cannot afford to buy a 
wheelchair or pay for treat- 
ment, you will get nothing 
from the state.” 

Ms. Fletcher spent a fort- 
night in Mexico. “In rural 


areas, only 30 per cent of dis- 
abled children get any educa- 
tion at all. In the villages, most 
disabled children do not live 
very long. There is no medical 
care. If the family is very poor, 
a disabled child is often aban- 
doned in a corner. 

“But attitudes and percep- 


arching for rights in Mexico 


DISABILITY AWARENESS IN ACTION 


tions of disabled people are 
changing. It is now acceptable 
for disabled people to get mar- 
ried and have children. Disabil- 
ity organisations, such as the 
MCPDP, have become much 
stronger since 1986 and are 
developing rapidly. 

“It was very exciting to see 


some direct action,” said Ms 
Fletcher. “Any form of collec- 
tive action is dangerous in 
Mexico because the state can 
be very repressive.” 

The MCPDP demonstration 
in Puerto Vallarta, and others 
like it, were prompted by the 
presidential elections, which 
took place in August. 

For the first time in its 65- 
year history, the ruling Institu- 
tional - Revolutionary 
(PRI) was not assured of vic- 
tory. This was because of its 
widespread reputation for elec- 
toral fraud and vote rigging. 
However, worried by peasant 
uprisings, demonstrations, and 
the assassination of PRI candi- 
date Luis Colosio, the party 
introduced electoral reforms. 

The result, against expecta- 
tions, was a resounding win for 
the PRI, with the party win- 
ning more than 48 per cent of 
the popular vote. 

“The closeness of the presi- 
dential election meant political 
parties were all bidding for the 
support of disability groups. 
This gave disabled people a lot 
more influence and the oppor- 
tunity to push for civil rights 
legislation,” said Ms Fletcher. 


Campaigners amend German constitution | US passes 


Disability campaigners have 
succeeded in adding an anti- 
discrimination clause to the 
new German constitution. 

The draft constitution origi- 
nally stated that “there shall be 
no discrimination based on 
race, language, nationality, 
social origin, beliefs, religious 


or political opinion”. 

Now an extra sentence has 
been added, after months of 
lobbying by German disability 
groups. This says: “Nobody 
shall be discriminated against 
because of a disability.” 

Disability campaigners were 
forced to fight for the amend- 


ment because of initial opposi- 
tion from some _ Christian 
Democrats, including Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl, who argued 
it would be too expensive for 
the state to stop all discrimina- 
tion against disabled people. 
Campaigner Dr _ Theridis 
Degener said: “I think the 


inclusion of disabled people in 
the German constitution is a 
great victory for us, but it is no 
substitute for the introduction 
of a more comprehensive anti- 
discrimination statute. 

“We still have a long way to 
go in order to receive equal 
protection in German law.” 


A NEW CONCEPT FOR 
POSTURAL MANAGEMENT 
AT HOME 


It is recognised by therapists that people who are unable to move well can be at risk of developing an unconventional body shape. 
The therapeutic management of a symmetrical posture is recommended in the effort to prevent these problems. 


In a typical domestic environment there is limited space for equipment for postural management. 


Our amazing new SYMMETRIKIT TILT CHAIR combines the functions of our standard chairs with a tilt mechanism which allows the 


chair to be used for many posit 


ions, including:- 
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crime bill 


A bill that could cut the num- 
ber of people killed or disabled 
by handgun injuries was finally 
approved by the US Congress 
in August. 

President Clinton’s Crime 
Bill, revamped after an earlier 
version had been thrown out, 
scraped home after narrow 
votes in both the House of Rep- 
resentatives and US Senate. 

The bill will ban 19 types of 
semi-automatic weapons, pro- 
vide money for 100,000 extra 
police officers and make more 
than 60 federal crimes subject 
to the death penalty. 

The passing of the bill will 
boost Mr Clinton’s beleaguered 
administration as it struggles to 
pass its more controversial 
healthcare reform bill. 


Videophone’s 
Euro debut 


Europe’s first — videophone 
information service for deaf 
people has been launched in 
Camden, north London. 

The service is being piloted 
by Camden Council as part of a 
European Union research pro- 
gramme. 

Deaf people will be able to 
enquire about council services 
through a network of video- 
phones installed in the bor- 
ough’s libraries. 

The videophones, which let 
callers see who they are ring- 
ing, will be answered by sign 
language interpreters. 


Party - 
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A just William? 


William Hague, new Minister for Disabled People, talks to Mary Wilkinson 


He’s genial (not smarmy), 
approachable, clever, and looks 
you in the eye. Seasoned dis- 
ability campaigners who have 
been summoned to the big, oak 
panelled office in Whitehall say 
he listens, asks questions and 
seems to mean business. They 
have come away impressed 
inspite of themselves. 

As Jane Campbell, chair of 
the British Council of Organi- 
sations of Disabled People put 
it, “He took his jacket off and I 
felt it was like talking to my 
younger brother”. 

But does William Hague, 
Nicholas Scott’s replacement as 
Minister for Disabled People, 
33 and single, care a jot for his 
client group? Will he play fair? 

An office devoid of personal 
touches after six weeks, except 
for a bottle of Evian water, could 
point to a workaholic — or a 
politician awaiting the next call. 

He admits he has had few 
dealings with disabled people. 

Those who know him say he 
is very ambitious. His career so 
far points to that. 


From lemonade to pensions 
Born in South Yorkshire, he 
went from the local compre- 
hensive to Oxford, picking up a 
first in politics, philosophy and 
economics and becoming presi- 
dent of the Oxford Union in 
1981. The soft drinks family 
business gave him his holiday 
job. “I used to deliver Hague’s 
lemonade and beer round the 
clubs and pubs of Rotherham.” 

He made his mark on British 
politics, the media and Margaret 
Thatcher (“possibly another 
young Pitt”), with a speech on 
the economy at the 1977 Tory 
conference. He wanted reform 
of trade union law, lower infla- 
tion and lower taxation. 

The year before, he had 
heard a 17-year-old speak. “So 
I decided that I would give a 
speech at 16. I put my name 
down ... and was called.” 

“Always” wanting to be a 
politician, he still hedged his 
bets and became a management 
consultant with McKinsey & 
Co, acquiring an MBA with 
distinction from INSEAD 
business school. He enjoyed 
learning about management, 
finance and economics. “So I 
rather reluctantly gave that up 
to be a politician.” 

He was selected from 360 
applicants for Leon Brittan’s 
“safe” seat in Richmond, North 
Yorkshire, James Herriot coun- 
try, but only squeaked in 1989 
because the farmers were fed up 
with Tory policies. 

A year later he became parlia- 
mentary private secretary to 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont and in 1993 
Under-Secretary of State for 
Social Security, responsible for 
pensions. Along the way, he 
voted in favour of the death 


penalty for killing a policeman, 
and an 18-week limit on abortion. 

Now he is the youngest min- 
ister of state, in a post once held 
by the Prime Minister. 


Poisoned chalice? 

Could the job, higher profile 
than ever before, be a poisoned 
chalice? (Laughter). “It is chal- 
lenging, let’s put it that way. But 
I was happy to be given the 
challenge of pensions over last 
year when we were coming up 
to some very big decisions.” 

With no power or resources to 
wield as Minister for Disabled 
People — as Nicholas Scott con- 
firmed last month — squeezed 
between disability lobbyists, the 
Institute of Directors and goy- 
ernment departments, he will 
have to be firm and persuasive. 

“You have to establish rapport 
with key colleagues, for example, 
in housing and health, put in 
warning shots and hopefully win 
the battle. That’s the best you 
can do,” said Mr Scott. 

“Being there a long time, I had 
the chance to build up really 
good personal contacts.” Among 
the Scott successes were persuad- 
ing Chief Secretary of the Trea- 
sury Norman Lamont to spend £3 
million on _ Disability Living 
Allowance and Disability Working 
Allowance, and John Major to 
keep the Independent Living 
Fund in the 1992 Tory manifesto. 

William Hague has grasped 
part of his role. “I intend to be 
the focal point in the Govern- 
ment for discussions of issues 
concerning disabled people, to 
ensure that matters concerning 
them are on the agenda of all 
departments ... I expect some of 
my colleagues will occasionally 
need some reminder about the 
importance of disability matters.” 

A major pensions bill is pend- 
ing and Hague still has that 
responsibility. He claims that 
having a new pensions under-sec- 
retary “should free the great 
majority of my time to work on 


disability matters”. 

He will not just rely on gov- 
ernment departments for infor- 
mation. “Most important is 
actually meeting disabled people, 
not people who are experts in 
them, not people who represent 
them, but disabled people. I will 
certainly do more of that.” 

Initially, he wants to get “peo- 
ple’s reactions to Nick Scott’s 
consultation document, what’s 
in it, what’s not, and I want to 
have an open mind to encourage 
people to give me their opin- 
ions”. (Deadline 7 October). 

The document “expresses 
the Government’s view that 
there is further to go on elimi- 
nating discrimination against 
disabled people.” He sees a 
case for scrapping the quota 
and “understands” concerns 
that mobility was omitted. 


Civil rights fence sitter 
It was not his document, he 
agrees, but he won’t admit to a 
preference for full civil rights. 
Government reservations about 
the Berry bill — “practicality”, 
“being fair to everybody”, 
“cost” — “will remain concerns”. 
The split over civil rights in 
the Conservative Disability 
Group is “not something which 
can be ignored and of which I 
am unaware. I’m not blind.” 
Does he accept that the Gov- 
ernment’s £17 billion cost assess- 
ment for the Berry bill was 
hurried, contained mistakes and 
double accounting? He hesitated. 
“Well, I don’t know about small 
mistakes”, and then argued that 
the assumptions which led to the 
huge figure “could _ perfectly 
fairly be used because there was 
nothing more specific to go on. 
“There was a great row over 
that bill and I think the best 
thing for everyone concerned is 
to say now we are going to 
think about things in a positive 
way, have a consultation docu- 
ment which people can com- 
ment on, and see if we can 


2 Special Reader Offer Holidays to: 


FLORIDA & PORTUGAL 


FLORIDA FANTASY: October 12th - 27th 1995 

(14 NIGHTS ESCORTED TOUR) 

Includes: Scheduled Return Flights - 2 Weeks accommodation 
in Specially Adapted Luxury Motel - Specially Adapted Transport 
to all the main attractions - all admission charges. All this 
included in our very special price at £899.00 p.p. (3 sharing). 


PORTUGAL PARADISE: September 8th or 10th 1995 


(7 NIGHTS) 


Includes: Flights from a choice of 5 major airports - 


work together.” 

He is aware of the danger of 
another private member’s bill if 
the Government does not bring 
in a bill of its own. “I will have 
to think about the solution when 
I come to October.” 

William Hague does not see 
disabled people as part of the 
“dependency culture” referred 
to by Treasury Secretary 
Jonathan Aitken last month. “I 
don’t view disabled people as 
people who are always neces- 
sarily dependent and wanting 
to be dependent. That’s not what 
I have seen from experience.” 

He thinks “it makes sense” 
for incapacity benefit to be based 
on an objective medical test, 
“designed in such a way that 
people who are not able to work 
will receive the benefit — that is 


William (“not Bill”) Hague: highflyer with a heart? 


what the benefit is for ...” 

On housing benefit he would 
only say it was part of a review 
of social security spending. 

Benefits to disabled people 
have now reached £17 billion, 
he said, “an increase of about 
two-thirds in real terms since 
the Conservatives came into 
office. That sort of record does 
not suggest we are a govern- 
ment trying to reduce benefits 
given to disabled people”. 

Is he on the side of disabled 
people? “Of course I can say that 
and I do say that. But the evi- 
dence will be in how I do the job. 

“T would like people to be 
able to say that he continued the 
changing of attitudes and 
improving of opportunities for 
disabled people and did so in a 
way that was practical and fair.” 
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Possible funding through the Department of Health 


Ring us on 0296 81591 
or complete the coupon 
below and return it to: 


Gu ose ee 


Possum Controls Ltd 
8 Farmbrough Close 


Aylesbury Vale Ind Park 


Stocklake 


Accommodation in Wheelchair Friendly Luxury Apartment in 

Vilamoura, with access to all facilities - Self Catering, Half Board 

and Full Board rates on request. Our Special rates for this 
holiday start at only £229.00 (4 sharing). 
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14 MOTORING 


Welcome to DN’s 
first six-page motor- 
ing supplement. 


page 15 
Get mobile again 


page 16 


Motability -— what 


are they driving at? 


page 17 
Avoid the pitfalls of 
adaptation 


page 18 
Best insurance deals 


page 19 
Breakdown recovery, 
and special DN offer 


Wheels, deals and the 
best in automobiles 


David Griffiths, DN’s motoring correspondent, gears you up for Birmingham’s 1994 Motor Show 


/ THE SMMT BRITISH 
‘INTERNATIONAL 


MOTOR 
SHOW'94 


Daily Mail 


This year’s Motor Show is a 
“sell out”. Indeed, prospective 
exhibitors are queuing for can- 
cellations, say the organisers, 
The Society of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders. One thing 
which must help is the venue. 
Birmingham’s National Exhi- 
bition Centre is not only easily 
reached by rail, air and road 
but is very accessible for dis- 
abled people. Specially 


. ADVICE - personal and confidential help service 
5 4{e FRIENDSHIP - through local groups 
* BENEFITS - ferry and other cost concessions 
HOLIDAYS - provision and advice 


te a CAMPAIGNS - local and national action 
INFORMATION & "Magic Carpet" magazine 


caring converter 


“Probably the biggest and most 
in the country” 


We convert the Fiat Fiorino; Ford Courier; Renault 
Extra and Trafic and Volkswagen Transporter or 
Caravelle into wheelchair accessible vehicles. 
ALL QUALIFY FOR MOTABILITY HIRE PURCHASE SCHEME. 
CONTACT OUR SALES DEPARTMENT FOR A COMPETITIVE 
QUOTATION OR A DEMONSTRATION AT YOUR HOME. 


TEL: 0392-211611 
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reserved parking is available for 
disabled drivers with level 
access to all main entrances. 

As in previous years, most 
exhibitors will have ramps to 


~ their stands. And, provided you 


can cope with the sheer size of 
the show, there is much to see 
and do. 


Mazda’s new 323 — the first wheelchair-friendly automatic three-door for some time 


If you have a power chair or 
scooter, take it with you; if not, 
try to borrow or hire one to 
make the most of your day. 

Interesting newcomers likely 
to help meet the disability mar- 
ket will include the Fiat Punto. 
Its compactness and excellent 
access through wide opening 
doors should make it a choice 
for many. 

Mazda’s new 323 automatic 
three-door is the first 
wheelchair-friendly Mazda for 
disabled drivers for many a 
year. And the revamped Vaux- 
hall Astra, already a winner 
with Motability customers, is 
much improved with gas sus- 
pension and revised styling. 

Another main attraction is 
the Volkswagen Polo. A com- 


pletely new car to replace one 
of the best-ever small hatch- 
backs, it will offer a choice of 
three or five doors and include 
automatic transmission for the 
first time. 

Watch out too for new peo- 
ple-carriers from Peugeot and 
possibly Citroen, and RAV 4, 


Toyota’s four-wheel drive auto- 
matic pitched hard at the very 
popular Suzuki Vitara. 

The Kia Mentor is another 
newcomer. Unlike the Pride, 
the Mentor is not simply a re- 
badged design from someone 
else, but a completely new car. 
Automatic transmission is 
available as an option. 

For dreamers, FutureWorld 
promises “to, surround you 
with the sights, sounds and 
products of years to come”, 
while a “retail pavilion” will 
allow visitors to purchase a 
wide range of add-ons and 
goodies for the first time. 

When to go? Tuesday 25 
October is “Mobility Day”, 
when disabled visitors will be 
especially welcome and repre- 


MOTOR INSUG 


WE SPECIALISE IN MOTOR INSURANCE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


e “Low cost” instalment scheme 
e Instant cover available 
© Special low rates for lady drivers 
¢ Computerised quotations 
¢ Introductory/two-car discounts 


e Established over 30 years 


© Special rates for home insurance 
¢ All other types of insurance transacted 


CALL TODAY FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
AND HELPFUL SERVICE 


Direct QUOTE HOTLINE 
@ 081-958 3135 


|) CHARTWELL INSURANCE 


CHARTWELL HOUSE. 292 HALE LANE ™ 


ae 


EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX HA8 8NP 


sentatives with knowledge of 
the disability market will be on 
hand. 

The following day sees crime 
prevention and safety as the 
theme. Two special motor sport 
days, 28 and 29 October, 
should cater for faster folk. 

With thousands of visitors 


expected, it pays to set out 
early and avoid weekends 
unless you have no alternative. 
Happy motoring ... 


The 1994 Motorshow, 22-30 
October, National Exhibition 
Centre, Birmingham, tel: 07I- 
235 7000. 


Get badged up! 


The Orange Badge is a national | | 


scheme to help disabled drivers 
park closer to their destination, 
writes Nic Paton. 

It is available to drivers who 
get the mobility component of 
the Disability Living 
Allowance, who are blind, get a 
grant towards their car, or who 
are unable to walk. 

It allows you to park free-of- 
charge, and with no time limit, 
on on-street meters and for up 
to two hours on double-yellow 
lines (there is no time limit in 
Scotland). 

It stops you being clamped, 
lets you into city centres where 
access is restricted, exempts 
you from certain river crossing 
tolls and can allow free parking 
in off-street car parks. 

There are reciprocal agree- 
ments with most European 
Union countries to give badge 
holders the same parking privi- 
leges. 

The Isle of Man has just 
entered a reciprocal agreement. 

Badges can be obtained from 
local authority social services 
departments (in England or 
Wales), or the chief executive of 
regional or island councils (in 
Scotland). 


Assess your 
chances 


The UK Forum of Mobility 
Centres has 10 members, all 
accredited by Motability (see page 
16), who can give advice and 
assess your ability to drive. Write 
or phone for an appointment. 


Banstead Mobility Centre, Damson 
Way, Orchard Hill, Queen Mary’s 
Avenue, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 
4NR, tel: 081-770 1151. 


Cornwall Friends Mobility Centre 
(Meinwen Marsh), Tehidy House, 
RCH Treliske, Truro, Cornwall 
TRI 3Lf, tel: (0872) 260060. 


Derby Disabled Driving Centre, 
Kingsway Hospital, Derby, DE3 
SLZ tel: (0332) 371929. 


Disability Action (Stephen 
Carmichael), 2 Annandale Avenue, 
Belfast BT7 3UR, tel: (0232) 
491011. 


Edinburgh Driving Assessment Ser- 
vice (Mane Denholm), Vehicles 
Centre, Astley Ainshe Hospital, 
133 Grange Loan, Edinburgh EH9 
2HL, tel: 031-447 6271 ext 5211. 


Kilverstone Mobility Centre, 
Kilverstone Country Park, Kil- 
verstone, Thetford, Norfolk IP24 
2RL, tel: (0842) 753029. 


Mobility Advice and Vehicle 
Information Service (MAVIS) 
(Ann Mells), Department of 
Transport, Transport, Research 
Laboratory, Crowthorne, Berk- 
shire RGI1] 6AU, tel: (0344) 
770456. 


Mobility Centre (Sue Gibson), 
Hunters Moor Regional Rehabil- 
itation Centre, Hunters Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4NR, 
tel: 091-221 0454. 


Mobility Information Service, 
Unit (David Griffiths), 2A, 
Atcham Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 
4UG, tel: (0743) 761889. 


Wrightington Mobility Centre, 
Wrightington Hospital, Hall Lane, 
Wrightington, Lancashire WD6 
GEP, tel: (0257) 256280. 


For full information see Guide to 
Services in the UK for Disabled 
and Elderly Motorists, free, from 
MAVIS or the Mobility Unit at 
the Department of Transport, 
tel: 071-276 5272. 


On the RAMPage 


The Route Finding and Access 
Maps Project (RAMP) is going 
from strength to strength. 

There are now more than 
1,000 service stations on the 
database offering disabled 
drivers pump services, and staff 
deal with three to four queries a 
day for help with routes. 

One driver who uses a venti- 
lator was provided with four 
meal/ventilator stops on a 
day’s trip from Hemel Hemp- 
stead to Aberdeen. He wrote: 
“Now on return journey. 
Thank you very much. You 
gave me the confidence to per- 
suade the others ...” 


RAMP, tel: (0743) 761181. 
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Now, I’m in the driving seat 


Valerie Armstrong tells how she overcame her fears to learn to drive second time round 


Until recently, I had no idea of 
the numerous adaptations 
available for disabled drivers. 


optimism, eager to _ begin 
lessons using an adapted car. 


In fact it was not until a friend Countdown to test day 

told me about the Mobility The following day I phoned 
Advice and Vehicle BSM, who have = specially 
Information Service (MAVIS) trained instructors used to 


in Berkshire (see J/eft) that I 
realised it might be possible for 
me to pass my test. 


working with disabled drivers. 
They could only offer the 
push/pull system (this seemed 


I have Ehlers-Danlos universal). 
syndrome, a_ rare genetic I was relieved to find I had a 
condition that weakens the joints. sympathetic and patient 
Two years ago, I took a test in a instructor who took into 


manual car (and failed!). 

As my condition worsened, I 
feared that even an automatic 
would not meet my needs. I 
was scared about my leg giving 
way as I drove’ and 
apprehensive about getting out 
on the open road. 

But taking my courage in 
both hands, I phoned MAVIS 
for an appointment. Having 
filled in the questionnaire and 
told the DVLC at Swansea of 
the change in my driving 
ability, I waited nervously for 
the day to dawn. 

MAVIS is a modern, airy 
building in the Crowthorne 
TRL complex. It offers a full- 
day assessment for £60 (which 
I opted for) and a cheaper 
version, which doesn’t include 
the chance to try the cars on 
their special road network. 

My adviser, Steve, quickly 
dispelled my fears. 

He tested my _ muscle 
strength (by asking me to push 
and pull against his hand with 
both feet and both hands), my 
eyesight and the range of 
movement in my limbs. 


Introducing the 


Features include: 
160kgs LIFTING CAPACIT 


CHOICE OF WIDTHS 
& LIFTER HEIGHTS 


LOW FRICTION 
WHEELS FOR EASY 
PUSHING 


LOW LEVEL WHEEL 
FORKS FOR GOOD 
ACCESS 


Valerie on the move, using a steering spinner on BSM’s car 


Finally, the time came to get 
behind the wheel. I had opted 
for a power-steered automatic. 
Steve took me to the test track 
—a deserted network of roads 
complete with traffic lights, 
roundabouts, junctions and 
hills, set among woodland. 

At this point I began to feel 
my old fears return but, with 
Steve talking me through each 
step, I soon found myself driving 
again. I drove two different cars 
over an hour and a half and not 
once felt hurried or pressured. 


Challenge of the road 
Steve looked at each problem 
as a challenge, and was flexible 
enough to take me on to the 
racetrack when I needed a long 
stretch of road with no turnings 
so that we could test my right 
leg for fatigue. 

Most impressive of all, he 
retained his sense of humour 


when I lurched the car forward 


\\ 


after he had switched the accel- 
erator to the left side. 

We broke for lunch (there is a 
small canteen on site) and 
afterwards I tried out three 
different types of hand controls. 

One in particular took a lot 
of getting used to (a push/pull 
accelerator with a spinner for 
steering). Fortunately, Steve 
was happy for me to take my 
time until I began to feel more 
at ease with it. 

The last two cars had 
systems that allowed me to 
drive with both hands and I 
took to these with enthusiasm. 
But both cost more and are 
apparently less popular. 

By the end of the afternoon I 
knew exactly what I needed. In 
addition to the four copies of 
the report detailing all the cars 
and adaptations I had tried out, 
I was given a folder full of 
useful information and 
addresses. I left with a new 


Example 
TOILETTING 


WALKING SUPPORT 


Booster Electric Vehicles Ltd. 


account any difficulties I had 
because of my disability. 

As I need to alternate 
between hand and __ foot 
controls, the lessons reflected 
this. At first I found the hand 
controls very difficult, but have 
now reached a point where I 
can carry out all manoeuvres 
using them. 

The only remaining problem 
is the distance of the 
accelerator from the steering 
wheel, which is slightly too 
great for my handspan. But 
this seems to be less of a 
problem than I feared initially. 

I have now had_ twelve 
lessons (£17.99 each) and my 
test is in September. I do not 
have enough money to buy and 
adapt a car of my own, so I am 
not sure what I will do after I 
pass. But if I hear those 
longed-for words from _ the 
examiner, I am sure I'll be too 
over the moon to care — for at 
last I will be on my way to 
finding my wheels. 


Check Yellow Pages for your 
local BSM. 


nora Tietiend 


Take the pain and difficulty out of patient 
management with the highly versatile Partner. 
es An innovative, lightweight single lifting system that can be 


matched with various high quality accessories to provide 
solutions to a wide variety of lifting problems. 


LIFTING FROM THE FLOOR 
WEIGHING (DIGITAL SCALE) 
STRETCHER LIFTING (X-RAY COMPATIBILITY) 


For further details and a demonstration of the Molift range 
of battery driven patient lifting equipment please telephone 


0454 G43444 


Freepost MF2238, Holly Bank Mills, Lidget Street, Lindley, 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire. HD3 3LE 


By Or simply complete the ya Mrs Miss) 

INTEGRATED 4 Oa q/ coupon and return it to the = SES 

“ NICKEL , H address above. Hospital 
CADMIUM H No stamp required. Address 
BATTERIES | fhatesendmeny [—) : 
free Molift brochures. 4 

Please contact me to Post Code 

ar? LJ Telephone 
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Clare Colfer of Acton, London 
is a satisfied Motability cus- 
tomer. After nearly being put 
off Motability by her experi- 
ences at one garage, she found 
Martin, “a very helpful man” 
at Warwick Wright Motors in 
Hanwell, “who spent hours 
going over everything with me 

. and made it all so easy.” 
Now she drives a Peugeot 205 
Junior automatic and has “no 
hesitation whatsoever about 
Motability”. 

Vincent West of Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd, on the other hand, 
had an 18 month battle with 
Motability to get the vehicle he 
believed was most appropriate 
for his severely disabled daugh- 
ter. He is so bruised by the expe- 
rience that he is calling for an 
independent inquiry into Mota- 
bility’s methods of operation. 

Simon Willis, director for 
the last 18 months, says: “I 
know of customers who have a 
point when they say Motability 
messed them about, got the 
wrong end of the stick, didn’t 
listen early enough to the 
requirements they had raised. 

“It’s not much consolation 
for somebody who’s been 
through months of frustration 
to hear that I am dealing with 
this problem.” 

Admitting shortcomings and 
taking action marks a welcome 
about turn at Motability. A 
multi-million pound organisa- 
tion, claiming to be the largest 
fleet operator in the UK and to 
account for 4 per cent of new 
car sales, it has always taken 
itself very seriously. (Patrons 
include the Queen and party 
leaders). Yet it has been secre- 
tive, resented criticism, and 
defended the sometimes indefen- 
sible energetically. Now the vice 
chairman, Lord Sterling, and 
other trustees admit that Mota- 
bility could do better. 


What is Motability? 
Motability is principally an 
independent charity established 
by royal charter, says Simon 
Willis, but also a company and a 
“non-departmental public body” 
because it receives public funds. 
Motability is not part of the 
Department of Social Security 
(DSS), he insists, even though 


Zgowiity, Driving hard to get it right 


By the end of 1994, some 220,000 disabled people will have wheels because of Motability. 
Are they getting a good service? Mary Wilkinson talks to director Simon Willis 


it is getting a grant of £2.5 mil- 
lion to pay for 130 staff and 
administration (not fundrais- 


_ ing), and he and the public 


relations officer have been sec- 
onded from the DSS. “The 
DSS don’t view it that way ... 
the trustees make the policy 
and decide how the scheme 


should work.” 


car, it includes insurance, 
breakdown assistance and ser- 
vicing - even though after three 
years any adaptations have to 
come out, the car goes back to 
the dealer and you start again. 
With hire purchase, you get 
to keep the car and any adapta- 
tions, but you have to pay for 


' insurance, maintenance and so 


On the road: Theresa Garrad with husband Dustin and sons 


Motability exists to help dis- 
abled people get mobile. It 
uses the higher rate mobility 
component (£31.95 a week) of 
a customer’s Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA), or War Pen- 
sioner’s Mobility Supplement, 
to pay for a car. 

Another arm, Motability 
Finance Ltd, channels the 
DLA payments to suppliers of 
the scheme, such as finance 
companies and car dealers. It 
also negotiates some money 
saving deals with manufactur- 
ers and dealers, although 
Motability now has _ overall 
responsibility for this, says 
Simon Willis. 

There are two ways to get a 
car: a three-year contract hire 
(leasing) scheme which is likely 
to include a down payment, or 
a five-year hire purchase 
scheme (less for a used car). 

At present, 95 per cent of 
people opt for contract hire 
because, apart from a cheaper 


G&M 


COACHWORK 


DEVON 


VEHICLES FOR THE DISABLED 


CAR AND LIGHT VAN CONVERSIONS FOR THE 
FAMILY. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY PLUS 
3-6 SEATS. A SELECTION OF NEW OR GOOD 

USED VEHICLES BUILT TO SUIT YOUR 

INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS. FOR ADVICE ON 

CONVERSIONS, MOTABILITY & VAT EXEMPTION 
CONTACT: DAVID VOOGHT, TEL: 0803 812260 


on. Motability is re-negotiating 
its rates of hire purchase to 
make them more attractive. 


Help with payments 
If you cannot afford a down 
payment, conversion or adapta- 
tions, Motability can help. 

It administers an Equipment 
Fund on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, worth £3 million a year, 


which helps with adapting 
more expensive vehicles for 
severely disabled people. £1 
million is earmarked for high- 
cost conversions for drivers 
driving from their wheelchairs 
or using joystick steering. 
Another £3 million a year is 
fundraised for the Charitable 
Fund, which helps with smaller 
adaptations, initial deposits, 
driving lessons and assessments. 
Less than ten per cent of all 
customers apply to these funds, 
but demand is growing. Waiting 
lists are ten to 12 months for the 
Equipment Fund, up to three 
months for the Charitable Fund. 
Motability’s “commitment” to 
keeping a driver on the road 
means that 82 per cent of Char- 
itable Fund requests are 
renewals (not subject to the 
waiting list). So many must limit 
how much Motability can help 
new drivers, but Simon Willis 
claims they are keeping pace. 


Tighter standards 

Many changes have been set in 
motion over the last year or so. 
David Whitton of the Spinal 
Injuries Association, a member 
of the new Users’ Liaison 
Group (12 representatives of 
national disability organisations 
who monitor Motability policy 
and practice), says: “I lay the 
blame for things starting to go 
right at Simon’s door.” 

Simon Willis accepts it is 
only a start. Standards have 
been set for ‘“Motability- 
approved” assessment centres 
and there is a basic code of 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


8) UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


or 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 


practice for dealers. 

New standards now being 
completed for vehicle converters 
will be published, a welcome 
step in view of complaints that 
Motability does “deals” with just 
one or two converters — “categori- 
cally” denied by Simon Willis. 

Putting jobs out to open ten- 
der, which is beginning to hap- 
pen all through Motability, 
should help as well. 

Two key staff just recruited, 
a process auditor and a techni- 
cal projects co-ordinator, are 
expected to tighten up the 
sytem. They are the first fruits 
of a Government-agreed £1.5 
million increase in administra- 
tion funding, which will meet 
the urgent need for more staff, 
better trained and better paid, 
and computer modernisation. 

Staff already have a code of 
practice. Those dealing direct 
with customers have been 
praised widely. 

Plans to move to more acces- 
sible offices may attract more 
disabled staff (present tally 20). 

Lifestyle, Motability’s glossy 
new quarterly, was a public 
relations idea to provide “for 
the first time a way to have dia- 
logue with our customers”, says 
Simon Willis. Why this should 
be necessary and whether it is 
appropriate for Motability to do 
worries some disabled people. 
The magazine’s advertising rev- 
enue just covers its expenses. 


Facing the critics 

Searching, as it is required to, 
for good value for money, 
Motability uses bulk buying. It 
has been accused of buying cars 
no one wants and forcing cus- 
tomers into unsuitable vehicles. 

Non-grant customers (90 per 
cent) choose their cars, says 
Simon Willis. In grant cases, 
“the policy we pursue is the 
cheapest possible suitable con- 
version that will meet the 
person’s mobility needs”. Deci- 
sions are taken by the grants 
committee, four executive gov- 
ernors, three of whom are 
disabled. 

A recent example of bulk 
buying is the new Nissan Micra, 
“widely regarded as an excellent 
deal for our customers. And we 
are saving approaching £1,000 
per customer.” 

Motability’s emphasis on 
contract hire has been seen as 
helping the motor industry to 
sell more cars. “In so far as the 
criticism is we’re good business 
for them, we have to be. Other- 
wise Motability is finished.” 

Motability’s growth, at 15-20 
per cent a year, means power 
for the customer, he says, citing 
two companies now designing 
with disabled people in mind. 
Truc, the end of the recession 
will see some scaling back. “But 
I think we are here to stay.” 


Motability, tel: (0279) 635666. 
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Survive and thrive in 
the adaptation jungle 


David Griffiths has some advice for new drivers 


Few days go by in my office 
without someone bringing a 
horrendous tale of undriveable 
cars, adaptations that “don’t 
work” or pleas for help in get- 
ting the vehicle modified. 

Yet in the UK we have pos- 
sibly the best range of adapta- 
tions in the world and a whole 
network of companies able to 
fit and manufacture them. 

The root cause of the prob- 
lem is knowledge, or the lack of 
it. The rule should be “get the 
facts first”, if you are to avoid 
hassle, frustration and 
unwanted expense. 


Know what you want 
If you are not fortunate enough 
to know someone who already 
has the kind of adaptations that 
you need and can _ thereby 
advise you how to get the work 
done, get in touch with a 
recognised assessment centre 
who will have a list of compa- 
nies able to provide a service 
(see list page 15). 

All this is fine, of course, if 
you know what you want. If 
you have no idea then really 


gs = 
No! 
TOYOTA CARINA 


BRITAIN’S MOST 
RELIABLE 
FAMILY CAR 


Ne A 


Digidrive system from 


Design & Innovation 


the best course you can follow 
is to book a full and proper 
driver assessment. 

You may begrudge any costs 
involved but it can be money 
well spent. Even basic hand 
controls cost well in excess of 
double the most expensive 
assessment charge, and if they 
don’t meet your needs then you 
will be considerably poorer. 

Within an overview such as 


this it is only possible to out- 
line some of the systems and 
services available. 


Unrivalled network 

If all you need is push/pull 
hand controls or a left foot 
accelerator pedal, then Alfred 
Bekker will put you in touch 


with his unrivalled network of 


mobile fitting services and the 
work will be completed without 
you even having to move your 
vehicle. Tel: (0377) 241767. 
Ring-type accelerator con- 
trols are available as factory-fit 
options only. SVO offer the 
French Kempf System. Tel: 
(0672) 40001. Simplex Driv- 
ing Systems import the Gui- 


dosimplex conversion from 
Italy. Tel: 051-707 1146. 
Hemiplegic and  one-arm 


drivers will find the Brian 
Page Intelligent Ball avail- 
able through a variety of agents 
including many with a mobile 
service. 

This device enables up to 
nine functions to be operated 
on the vehicle with one hand 
via a steering wheel-mounted 
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Tiller ies from Jim Pacan @aueris 


knob or spinner, and box. Tel: 
(0784) 435850. 

Similar devices are available 
from Lodgesons, who have 
agents able to fit. Tel: (0222) 
617875. There is also Reselco, 
who replace the knob with a 
stirrup type grip, available as a 
factory fit only. Tel: 081-847 
4500. 

Left-leg disabilities may 
require no more than a clutch 
modification to a manual car. 
Brian Page’s “Le Clutch” and 
the Guidosimplex Clutch offer 
excellent control in such cases 
and may be switched off to 
enable the vehicle to be driven 
by someone else in the conven- 
tional manner. 

For more complex conver- 
sions, including joystick con- 
trols, remote steering, vacuum 
braking and tailor-made adap- 
tations, go to specialist compa- 


nies such as Alfred Bekker. 
Also worthwhile checking out 
are Jim Doran Controls, tel: 
(0203) 460833, Design & 
Innovation, tel: (0908) 226688 
or Steering Developments, 
tel: (0442) 212918. 


Help with cash 
Financial help is often available 
for complex adaptations 


through various charities and 
the Motability Equipment 
Fund, but generally help will 
only be given on production of 
a full assessment report from a 
recognised centre. 

Mobility Information Ser- 
vice holds information on most 
vehicle adaptation companies 
both here and in Europe. A 
revised edition of Adaptations 
for the Disabled Driver should 
be available in November, price 
£1.50. Tel: (0743) 761889. 


e 
TOYOTA COROLLA 


BRITAIN’S MOST 
RELIABLE 
CAR 


DISCOVER WHAT’S BEHIND THE CAR IN FRONT. 


RELIABILITY 


@ All Toyotas have an _ outstanding 
reputation for reliability. 

@ Independent surveys from around the 
world confirm them to be the most reliable 
cars on the road. 

@ This means we're able to offer you a3 
year or 60,000 mile manufac- GP TOYOTA 


turer’s warranty as standard. = FREE 
YEAR 


WARRANTY 


@ In addition there’s one 
year free RAC membership. 


AFFORDABILITY 


@ The Toyota range offers exceptional 
value for money, with special discounts 
available for all Motability customers, and 
low cost of ownership. 


@ There’s a Contract Hire scheme where 
you only pay for oil and petrol, all other 
maintenance costs are taken care of. 


@ Or Hire Purchase. After paying a 
deposit, simply use your DLA benefit or 
Mobility Supplement as your payments. 


SAFETY 


@ All Toyota cars have been designed 
from the outset with strength and safety 
the prime consideration. 


@ Reinforced safety cages and front and 
rear crumple zones are standard across 
the range. 


@ Most Toyotas in the range 
also have side impact bars, 
while ABS and airbags are 
also available on some models. 


CHOICE 


@ Toyota has the widest range of vehicles 
in the UK - from 3 and 5 door hatchbacks, 
4 door saloons and estates, to 8-seater 
people carriers. 


@ They come with wide opening doors 
and spacious interiors, and most have 
power steering as standard. 


@ In addition, a wide range of specialist 
equipment can be fitted to tailor your 
Toyota to your own individual requirements. 


TOYOTA. THE MOST RELIABLE CARS IN THE WORLD. FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST PARTICIPATING DEALER, CALL 0800 777555. 


EEO 
THE CAR IN FRONT IS A @ TOYOTA 


Disability Now October 1994 


18 MOTORING 


Shop till the premiums drop 


Tom Crawley-Boevey 


reports on beating 
the insurance blues 


People with disabilities find it 
hard to get car insurance. A 
survey published in July by the 
Consumers’ Association asked 
more than 60 insurance compa- 
nies to quote for a driver with 
rheumatoid arthritis requiring 
hand controls. Only half the 
companies approached would 
quote — despite the driver’s 25 
years claim-free driving. 

The two most usual types of 
insurance cover are third party 
fire and theft, and comprehen- 
sive. 

Third party covers claims 
against you and damage or loss 
of your own car as a result of 
fire, lightning, explosion, theft 
or attempted theft. 

Comprehensive insurance 
gives wider cover and tags on 
extras such as theft of belong- 
ings (typically up to £100) and 
may include a small amount of 
personal accident cover (£1,000 
to £5,000 — though this may be 
deleted for disabled drivers). 

The premium you pay will 
depend on: 

* the cover you choose (though 
if you have anything less than 
an old banger go for compre- 
hensive) 

* where you live and where the 
car is garaged 

* the type of car (insurers usu- 
ally separate vehicles into 20 
groups depending on _perfor- 
mance and cost to buy or repair) 
* who’s going to drive (and 
driving record) and whether 


OU 


“ Well actually - I'd just like to insure the roof against 
premiums going through it! “ 


you use the car for work. 

They may take into account 
any disability you have and any 
special adaptations that may 
have been made to the vehicle, 
charging more to cover the 
extra perceived risk. 


‘£2,500 difference’ 

Figures from the Association of 
British Insurers reveal that an 
“average mature motorist” now 
pays £407 per year. But this 
masks an amazing range of pre- 
miums, even for the same 
driver in the same car. 

I was recently given quotes 
for a driver varying from £474 
to £3,040 for essentially the 
same policy. Average premiums 
actually fell last year because, 


after a number of years in which 
insurance companies reported 
consistent losses, they were back 
in the black for 1993. But fur- 
ther cuts are likely to be delayed 
or reversed because of the 2.5 
per cent tax on policies to be 
introduced on 1 October. 

According to Jane Amiss, of 
brokers Hill House Hammond, 
getting insurance is more diffi- 
cult for disabled people because 
some companies just do it by 
the book and are inflexible. 

Happily, not all are so blink- 
ered, and even some large 
insurers, like London & Edin- 
burgh and Eagle Star, will 
accept many types of disability 
without bumping up (“load- 
ing”) the premium. 


Direct Line, the insurer that 
led the way in telephone sales, 
says it can insure people with a 
range of disabilities, though 
there may be a loading if the 
car is adapted. This is to reflect 
higher repair and replacement 
costs after an accident. 

However, some companies, 
far from loading premiums, 
offer special schemes through 
intermediaries who give dis- 
counts compared with “able- 
bodied” rates. 

The “Keep Mobile” policy 
from M J Fish has been spe- 
cially tailored for disabled 
drivers. It includes some cover 
for taxis and a hire car or other 
transport if your car is in the 
garage following an accident. It 


users are exempt. 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIOWS 


MAGES NOM AEE! 
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THE NEW VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 
BY INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including 
underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts, hydraulic lowering rear Suspension with spring assisted 
alloy ramp, manual ramps etc. Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £14,750.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which disabled 


° Contact Paul Cassidy, tel: 0704-506608, 


fax: 0704-506607. 66 Knob Hall 
Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


Recognised Converter 


RICA on wheels 


A new information pack for 
disabled motorists is avail- 
able at the end of October 
(no price yet), from the 
Research Institute for Con- 
sumer Affairs (RICA). 


It includes a survey of the 


insurance market, giving 
facts and figures, and details 
of how practical different 
cars are for people with four 
types of disability. 


RICA, tel: 071-935 2460. 


has fewer rules than most — 
about the garages you can use 
for repairs, and covers “emer- 
gency” use by another driver. 
Currently, qualifying drivers 
are guaranteed at least 10 per 
cent off the renewal cost of 
their existing insurance. 


Don’t hide disabilities 

When you are buying a car, it 
is important to tell the insurer 
about any disabilities. If you 
don’t, you could find that the 
insurance is invalid when it 
comes to making a claim. 

Some insurers will be quite 
happy about this, so long as 
you have told the DVLC and 
had any restrictions put on 
your licence; others may want a 
medical report or annual letters 
from a doctor saying you are fit 
to drive. It is worth checking, 
and avoiding firms that make 
awkward demands. 

With the wide range of 
prices and the different deals 
on offer, the message is to shop 
around to make sure a policy 
has the features you want. 

Disabled drivers may find it 
helpful to have the assistance 
of a specialist. In fact, by going 
through a specialist they may 
be offered cover from an 
insurer who would otherwise 
turn them down. 

Below is a list of some of the 
insurance intermediaries spe-— 
cialising in insurance for dis- 
abled drivers. 


Braford Peters, 49 High Street, 
Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 
1BQ, tel: (0293) 561233. 
Consumer Insurance Services, 2 
Osborns’ Court, High Street 
South, Olney, Buckinghamshire, 
MK46 4AA, tel: (0234) 
713535. 

Disabled Drivers’ Insurance 
Bureau (Chartwell Insurance 
Agents), 292 Hale Lane, Edg- 
ware, Middlesex, HAS8& S8NP, 
tel: 081-958 3135. 

Mf Fish & Co, 3 Riversway 
Business Village, Navigation 
Way, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston, 
PR2 4AA, tel: (0772) 724442. 
Hexagon Insurance Services, 
Hexagon House, Cleppa Park, 
Newport, NPI 9XT, tel: (0800) 
373355, 

Aull House Hammond, 15-17 
Knifesmithgate, Chesterfield, S40 
IRL, tel: (0246) 209340. 

L Hughes ©& Co, 40 Frances © 
Street, Newtonards, Co Down, 
BT23 2DN, tel: (024781) 7375. 


Tom Crawley-Boevey is a freelance 
journalist specialising in personal 
finance. He is an orange badge user. 
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How the knights of the road shape up 


The three national breakdown 
companies offer a variety of 
services for disabled drivers. 


NATIONAL 


BREAKDOWN 


National Breakdown is rapidly 
dispelling its image as the 
“other” organisation to the 
“big two” of roadside assis- 
tance — the RAC and the AA. 
The company has two levels 
of cover, Premiere and Pre- 
miere Plus. Premiere, at 
£58.50, (compared to £59.50 
for non-disabled drivers) offers 
guaranteed breakdown §assis- 
tance within the hour (though 
the company claims an average 
response time of 35 minutes), 
plus transport anywhere within 
the UK if the car cannot be 
fixed within half an hour. 


Special Offer for 
DN readers! 


National Breakdown is 
offering an extra £5 dis- 
count to all DN readers 
who join their Disabled 
Motorist Scheme before 
31 December. 

The offer is limited to 
telephone applications 
using direct debit, debit 
card or credit card pay- 
ments. 

To apply, tel (0800) 
800600, quoting “Disab- 
ility Now — £5 discount 
offer — code 53”. 


There is also home-start and 
European driving cover. 

Premiere Plus, for £70 
(compared with £79.90, 
depending on the car’s age, for 
non-disabled drivers), offers a 
caravan, trailer and legal aid 
package, plus a chauffeur if you 
are taken ill or injured. 

Every National Breakdown 
control centre has a minicom 
to help motorists with hearing 
impairments, and staff can pro- 
vide drivers with spinal condi- 
tions alternative transport 
(normally a taxi) if the recovery 
vehicle is not appropriate. 
Contact: (0800) 800600. 


Se 
RAC 


The RAC claims to operate 
the “first tailormade motoring 
service for disabled motorists”. 
Called RAC Response, it is open 
to all orange badges holders 
and includes a booklet entitled 
On the Move, filled with travel 
tips and best access facilities. 
A specially-designed Help 


pennant and breakdown details 
pad also comes with the 
Response scheme. Each control 
centre has a “personal incident 
manager” to get you mobile 
again as quickly as possible. 
The usual member or part- 
ner cover — including roadside 
assistance, at home service, 
replacement car for three days 
and recovery to home or other 


destination — is included. 
Membership is £81, with £20 
for a second vehicle. 

Contact: (0800) 550550. 


The AA publishes a yearly 
handbook Guide for the Disabled 
Traveller. It covers accommo- 
dation, a list of towns with the 
shopmobility scheme, motor- 
way service areas, healthcare 
and travel abroad, including 
concessions for disabled trav- 
ellers. It is free to AA mem- 
bers. 

Cover is also discounted for 


orange badge holders. Homes- 
tart and Relay services, with a 
towing service to anywhere in 
the UK if the car cannot be 
fixed, cost £70.95. 

This compares to £81 for 
the same service for non-dis- 
abled drivers. Priority is also 
given to reaching disabled 
drivers in need of assistance. 


Contact: (0800) 262050. 


TO OUR 
MEMBERS WE’RE 


THE 4TH 


EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 


DISABLED HELPLINE 


es OOO 262 050 
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wt ‘ Arthur Tunstall might have 
and ” been wiser to hold his tongue, 
judging by the warm reception 
that disabled athletes received 
at the 15th Commonwealth 
Games in Victoria, Canada. 
News from Down Under is 


Canadian swimmer Andrew Haley wins ne men’s 100m freestyle race ALLSPORT that Mr Tunstall’s job as 


Tie isn'ta single pushchair 
that suits all children- 
that’s why Alvema make four. 


Once upon a time, pushchairs were all one size, all one style and not really 
designed with individuals in mind. 


Alvema, with the backing of 16 year's of experience, provides four different 
models so you can choose the one that best reflects your lifestyle and the 
needs of your child. 

Robust and comfortable on long walks, lightweight and manoeuvrable for 
city streets, various angle and recline options - whatever you require, 
Alvema's traditional Swedish quality and style guarantee the best for your 
child, and the maximum freedom of choice for you. 


Choose Alvema - for that happy ever after feeling. 


Rainbow Rehab ° Unit 15 «7 Airfield Road * Christchurch * Dorset BH23 3TQ * Tel: (0202) 481818 


Historic fi 


The 15th Commonwealth Games was the first bi 


Australian chef de mission is on 
the line. The rights and 
wrongs of that and of what he 
said — that the Commonwealth 
Games was no arena for the 
sporting prowess of the 
disabled — mattered little in 
the days that followed them. 
The comments of George 
Heiler, president of the 
organising committee — “I 
think athletes with a disability 
are showing the way, they are _ 
an inspiration for us” — proved | 
more apt. 


Jeff cone of Const celebrat 


The swimming events got 
the Games off to a roaring 
start, and in the opening 
session, when Karen Pickering 
ended Australia’s hopes of 
winning every gold medal in 
the pool with victory in the 
100m freestyle, it was fitting 
that the first title taken by a 
disabled athlete went 
Australia’s way. 

Melissa Carlton, of 
Tasmania, turned at the half- 
way point of the 100m 
freestyle just 0.32 seconds 
behind Claire Bishop, of 
England. But Bishop could not 
match Carlton’s pace on the 
return home; the Australian set 
the first Games record with a 
1 minute 9.61 second victory. 


Electric atmosphere 
The atmosphere in the pool 
was electric, with the various 
nations gathered clan-like, 
patriotic war-paint colouring 
their faces. Paul Bush, coach to 
the disabled swimming team, 
thought his charges were not 
quite prepared for such hype. 
Bush said: “They found it 
more awe-inspiring than they 
thought it would be. The | 
pressure and hype clearly got 
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st at the ‘friendly’ games 
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| nal championship in which disabled athletes competed alongside able-bodied people. Craig Lord of The Times reports. 


: if them. It got to Claire on the 
|) She’d been swimming brilliantly 
|g and we were looking for a 


|e. But the experience of Victoria, 


vowd, the big occasion will be 
> for her and the others.” 
Jelieved the integration of able- 
id disabled had been a success. 
ere some obvious logistical 

,” he added. “But the disabled 
given a very warm reception. 
*sence made it a great learning 
e for our staff and athletes.” 
ised was Bush with the 


4 


: in the 800m. 
towards combining the Olympic 
ympic trials in 1996. 

it would be great for disabled 


event.”” However, he did not 
tegration would work at the 


iding, from Worthing, competed 
0m freestyle and was delighted 
warm reception he had received 


ish team parades at the opening ceremony 


in on the English team, that he is 


ALLSPORT 


and give them more experience 


from able-bodied team mates. 
“They really came forward and 
made an effort to get along 
with us, Sarah Hardcastle and 
Karen Pickering have been 
brilliant, their sense of humour 
and bubbliness helped keep 
everything cheery.” 

Ryding believed that as an 
elite athlete, he had “every 
right to be at the Games” and 
dismissed Tunstall’s comment 
as “unimportant”’. 


Bowled over 

The same reaction came from 
the bowlers in the events for 
the visually impaired, which 
took place amid the glorious 
surroundings of the Juan de 
Fuca Valley. For George 
Edmonds, of Wales, the Games 
marked a return to Victoria, 
where he had won a bronze 
medal in the pairs at the world 
championships last year. 

Born partially sighted, 
Edmonds, 62, worked in a 
workshop for blind people that 
made wire until his retirement 
in 1988. He had always loved 
radio sport, but only started 
bowling in 1984 when a local 
club for the visually impaired 
was formed. 

He said: “It has filled my life. 
Ive travelled the world and it’s 
been wonderful to be with other 
athletes, especially for someone 
like me getting on in life.” 

His wife, Glenys said: “He 
has been elated. It has done 
wonders for him.” 

Edmunds made plain what 
he thought of Mr Tunstall: 
“He is talking rubbish. They 
haven’t treated us like lepers, 
everyone has been very kind 
and encouraging.” 

Like Edmunds, Jack Pryor, 
64, of Peacehaven, near 
Brighton, had qualified 
competing in the world bowls 
championships in Victoria last 
year. A member of St 
Dunstan’s Club, which was set 
up in 1915 for service people 
blinded in the First World 
War, Pryor was invalided out 
of the Navy in 1950 with 


PA 


We 


Wheelchair racer David Holding won a silve 


perforated ears, and six weeks 
afterwards he went blind 
without warning. He was 20. 
Introduced to bowling in 
1983, he said: “I was always 
interested in sport. I played 
cricket, football, darts and shove 
ha’penny — all the great games. 
“T heard about the Australian 
fellow. I was disappointed. He 
seems to want us to stay 
second-class citizens. We know 
we're not as good, but Tony 
Alcock (an able-bodied 
champion) is a great friend and 


MOTABILITY RENAULT. 


Ive even partnered him in a 
pairs event in Bristol.” 
Britain’s most successful 
bowler was Lawson Brand, 
from Scotland, who won a 
gold in the B3 competition. 


Silver success 

In the track events, England’s 
David Holding, won the silver 
medal in the 800m behind Jeff 
Adams, of Canada, while Ivan 
Newman was also runner-up for 
England, in the marathon, to 
Australia’s racer Paul Wiggin. 


r medal for Britain in the 800m 


PRESS ASSOCIATION 


The integration got an almost 
universal thumbs up from the 
able-bodied athletes, though 
there were some voices of 
dissent from those concerned 
whether disabled athletes should 
be considered as elite. 

Bush did not agree with 
such sentiments, but added 
that beyond the 
Commonwealth Games “we 
have to think very carefully 
about what format any 
integration might take in 
future and which event”. 


More than ever before, a Renault 
is the car to be seen in. 

That’s why we’ve seen to it that 
you can choose the Renault 
you want, whatever your special 
requirements. 

The nippy Clio. The award- 
winning Renault 19. The acclaimed 
new Laguna. The spacious Savanna 
estate. The executive Safrane. The 
mould-breaking Espace. 

All are exceptionally well- 
equipped; the Clio, for example, 
has power steering as standard on 
RN models and above. 

Adaptations for the disabled are 
readily available on most models. 

And where applicable, each 
model qualifies under the ‘Motability’ 
scheme for those receiving the 
appropriate Mobility Allowance*. So 
now, the car you need can also be 
the car you want. 

Finance deals and special pro- 
gramme discounts are also available 


for the registered disabled who 
prefer to buy. 
For further de- 


tails, please ring 


free on 0800 387626, RENAULT 


MOTABILITY 


* Higher rate mobility component of the disability living allowance 
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Vision of equa Mary Doul (Pat Lesegy Tiny (Pat 


Laffan) and, seated, Martin Doul (Derry Power) 


Edinburgh’s best nights 


DN’s critics were there to check out the hottest festival acts 


The Well of 
the Saints 


When J M Synge sat down 90 
years ago to write The Well of 
the Saints, I doubt if he could 
have imagined the transfor- 
mation in the lives of disabled 
people, nor the rise of political 
correctness. It is therefore 
somewhat unfair to judge this 
morality play too harshly. 

At the beginning of this 
production, by the Abbey 
Theatre Company, Dublin, we 
see two blind beggars, Mary 
and Martin Doul, 
“chronologically and 
aesthetically challenged”, 


blissfully ignorant of the evils of 
the world. They are happy with 
their lot and convinced that 
their appearance matches their 
vision of themselves. 

But their world is set to 
change with news that a priest is 
taking holy water around the 
district, which has the power to 
restore sight. What begins as 
great excitement at the 
anticipation of a cure, turns to 
anger and disillusionment as the 
beggars realise that the reality 
does not live up to expectations. 

Martin Doul is now having to 
work for a living, employed by 
his friend Timmy, the smith, 
something he finds hard to 
come to terms with. He is 
further dispirited when his 


approaches to a young, local girl 
(Timmy’s fiancée) are rejected. 
His misery is complete when he 
is sacked and learns that the 
“gift of sight” is only temporary. 

This is the turning point for 
him, as he is reunited with 
Mary. They bury their 
differences and return to 
begging. They now have a 
greater appreciation of their 
lives (and of each other) and it 
comes as no surprise when they 
refuse the priest’s offer to 
restore their sight permanently. 

The play portrays two lazy 
and stubborn disabled people. 
But they are not characters a 
playwright could afford to 
present today. 

Alan Connell 


What Have 
Bluetits Got 
To Do With It? 


The Outsider Theatre 
Company was formed in 1993 
by a group of mental health 
survivors who, through drama, 
have shown audiences how 
they feel about their treatment 
and about the system itself. 
What Have Bluetits Got To 


Mr Pudding Head by 
Vanessa Gillett 


Do With It? was divided into 
three “playlets”. The middle 
playlet was the longest. It dealt 
with a young wife and mother 
who begins to act irrationally. 
Her husband and family feel 
helpless, trying to get support 
through various methods, but 
to no. avail. 

This show was a change of 
tack for the company. In the 
past, productions have focused 
on criticising the mental health 
system through comic skits 
and sketches. This time, the 


(left, 10 cards for £2.20) and Madonna & Child by 
Maureen Farish (right, 10 cards for £2.60) were both 
shortlisted in the DN Christmas card competition, 
open to artists with disabilities. 


Order them early and you won't be disappointed! 


Please send me: 


Beuacmenee packs of Mr Pudding Head at £2.20 each = £.......... 
eee packs of Madonna & Child at £2.60 each =£.......... 


| enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Disability Now 


fonExien bs 


POSICOGGis. . tiene ee 


Please add 50p p&p 


eee e wen w eee se ree e sense seeeseeessesssseseses 


Cette eee renee esses eres eessseeseesssessssseses 


Send this form with your cheque to Disability Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WiN 4EQ. Please allow 21 days for delivery. 


SR | 


Disability Now October 1994 


x 


show was more concerned 
with the personal side of 
mental health and the trauma 
of those coping with it. 

Moreover, in places it was 
let down by the quality of the 
acting. At one point the 
audience was laughing at a 
character, not because he was 
comic, but because he was 
acting so badly. This was a 
shame, because they are an 
admirable and courageous 
company. 

Carol Graham 


Personalised DN Christmas 
cards can be ordered from 
The Spastics Society’s (soon 
to be Scope) 1994 catalogue. 


This year’s catalogue is 
bursting with cards, wrap- 
ping paper and gifts you 
can order from the comfort 
of your own armchair. 


There are plenty of pre- 
sents for all the family 
including wooden santas, 
Freddy Frog t-shirts, after 
dinner games and a 
gardener’s gift set. 


Send for your copy now! 


Write to Spastics Shops 
Ltd, POBox 66, Burton 
upon Trent DE14 1BR, 
tel: (0238) 506506 and 
Say you are a DN reader. 


Corpsecandle 


The Kaleidoscope Theatre 
Company was founded in1980, 
using an integrated cast, most 
of whom have Down’s 
Syndrome. They are old hands 
at the Fringe, having played in 
Edinburgh in 1992. 

They rely on hand-made, 
colourful sets, interweaving 
visual effects with dance and 
movement, mime and drama. 
The result is spectacular, fast- 
moving shows designed to 
captivate audiences young and 
old alike. Indeed the show was 
so popular that people were 
having to be turned away at 
the door. 

The opening showed the 
inside of a Dickensian 
workshop. Essentially a fairy 


ale to operate / 
echargeable 
hand contro 


Low Moor Exile, 


Kirkbyin-Ashfield, at 
Notts NG17 72. Tel: (0623) 754047 (4 lines) ,” 


Telex 85201 Fax: (0623) 755585 ee 


Exploiting the workers 


tale, there was enchantment, 
shadows, secrets and peril, as 
the owner of the workshop set 
about exploiting the workers to 
become rich. 

It was a pity then that the 
venue was not more 
comfortable for wheelchair j 
users. 

Carol Graham 


Death of a 
Comedian 


Wearing a laurel-wreath and 
fake gold lamé, “sit-down 
comedian” Spike Breakwell 
was a male muse of mirth, an 
immortal Greek planting 
suggestions into the minds of 
his comic charges to bring a 
smile to the world. 

Funny-man Simon Hardman, 

_ meanwhile, was made to wear 

_ outlandish outfits, put on 
voices of well-known comed- 
ians and wear out already well- 
worn gags about vegetarians, 
Volvo drivers and the like. 

When this failed to raise a 
smile, we were subjected to 
shock-treatment, the comic 
turning on people with AIDS 
and cancer. Despite some 
clever impersonations, it was 
hard to tell when Simon 
Hardman was meant to die on 
stage — but die he certainly 
did. 

Neither comedian managed 
to grab the audience by the 
throat and predictable material 
did them no favours. 

There was also not one 
parody on disability. Was this 
because one of the actors was 
disabled? Does this suggest 
disability remains taboo? 

Would disabled people not 
be better served if they were 
included for ridicule? Despite 
the satire, I left feeling they 
had played it safe. 

Alan Connell 


Sunrise 


It is good to see a local 
disability arts group get 
recognition at the Edinburgh 
Fringe. Peoplekind is a dance 
and mime company of people 
with mixed disabilities from 
Edinburgh. 

Housed in the completely 
accessible Wee Red Bar, 

 Peoplekind were playing to a 
packed audience every night. 
Sunrise looked at how stressful 

life in a modern city can be. 

Starting the dance piece 
with the sunrise, we were 
shown how pressured people 
feel in today’s society. Then 
we were shown the alternative 
life, where everything slows as 
we move away from the “rat 
race” of the city into the 
countryside, and become in 
tune with nature. 

The company stemmed 
from a multi-arts organisation 
called Creating Waves, run 
solely by people with 
‘disabilities. 

Since then, it has branched 
out, adding disabled and non- 
disabled dancers to the 
company. They have recently 
been touring the Lothians. 

The show was well-performed 
and enjoyable. I hope the 
company receives funding in the 
future to integrate more people 
with disabilities into the world 
of the theatre. 

Carol Graham 


Tel: 031-668 9993/553 4219 


Steady Eddy says he’s a 
“spazz”. Stable Mable — his 
mother — is blind, his father is 
deaf and, because “she’s what 
you call normal”, the family 
put his sister is a “home” to 
be looked after properly. 

On paper, the inventions of 
Steady Eddy’s life do not seem 
wildly amusing. In the dark, 
smoke-filled cellar of a prime 
venue of the Edinburgh 
Fringe, however, a capacity 
audience roars with laughter or 
sits in sometimes stunned 
silence as a clever and funny 
comedian gives us his best — 
or is it his worst? — material. 

Steady Eddy is the creation 
of 25-year-old Australian 
Christopher Widdows. 
Everywhere he goes he seems 
to generate controversy. 
Tunbridge Wells recently 
found his show intolerable and 
people stayed away in droves, 
and at least one prominent 
disabled person in the UK has 
described him as “horrendous”. 
Another disabled comedian at 
the Fringe, with less 
impressive audience figures, 
even went so far as to suggest 
that Steady’s portrayal of 
disabled people set back our 
position in society 30 years. 


Politically incorrect 

That, says Steady, is “polit- 
ically correct bullshit”. The 
real problem, he maintains, is 
that “being Australian, being 
disabled and being a smart 
arse — all at the same time — is 
not really a good combina- 
tion”. He is clear about his 


Steady Eddy: “I don’t have to compromise too much” 


role on stage: “I’m not part of 
a freak show. I’m doing what I 
know best, telling disabled 
jokes. It’s a part of my life, so 
that’s what I talk about.” 
Steady Eddy tells “yarns” 
rather than one-liner gags. He 
talks about being a disabled 
man and its meaning for him 
in the world. He creates 
fantastically absurd stories 
about situations in which he 
has found himself, or about his 
experiences. He challenges us 
to laugh at him and all the 
facets of his life — including 
his disability. He invites us to 
recognise the absurdity of the 


MANUFACTURERS 
OF CAR CHAIR 
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Laughing at fear and loathing 


Steady Eddy has been accused of setting back disabled people 30 years. Dougie Herd disagrees 


way the world responds to him 
or seeks to constrain him. 

So, for instance, when he 
talks about his so-called special 
school days, the butt of his 
jokes is not the pupils with cp. 
The teachers come off worst. 
My guess is that, particularly 
for disabled people, bells of 
recognition will ring loudly. 

Still, as I interviewed Steady 
after his hilarious show, other 
people’s doubts niggled away 
inside my brain. Are people 
not laughing at him, for 
instance, rather than with him? 
Well, he retorts, naturally 
audiences are laughing at him 


sometimes. “Why not? It’s me. 
I’m talking about myself. I 
find it funny.” 

But does that not pander to 
the worst expectations of the 
mainly able-bodied audience, 
who have no clue about 
disability? “No,” says Steady, 
he’s “just having fun”. 


Don’t tell me what to do 
But shouldn’t a disabled 
comedian be political? “I won’t 
be told how to do my comedy 
by anyone, whether it’s a 
disabled group or the general 
public. I do my material and 
as long as it’s working that’s 
what I’m happy about.” 

What are we supposed to 
make of his comedy? “I think 
people interpret comedy in 
different ways. For some 
people it’s just a night out, 
while other people find a 
message in it. For me, it’s a 
bonus if people get both. But 
when I write a joke I don’t say 
‘right, what’s the message in 
this?’, I draw on things I’ve 
done and if it’s funny. For me 
that’s enough; I don’t have to 
compromise too much.” 

This might suggest Steady 
sees more in what he does 
than simply making people 
laugh. “Maybe,” he responds 
coyly, “but as I said, that’s a 
bonus of what I do. If people 
learn anything from what I do 
that’s great, but that’s not the 
reason why I do it.” 


Steady Eddy’s Quantum Limp 
tour finishes on 25 September, 
tel: 071-262 5005. 


MOBILITY 


IN ACTION 


Constables understand the needs of both the wheelchair user 
and the carer...which is not surprising when you consider our 
pedigree...with over twelve years’ first-hand experience of 


the mobility market. 


First, we developed the world famous and revolutionary 
CarChair...and having cut our teeth on this “world-beater”, 
we got to grips with rear access vehicles. 
We build the prototypes, test the results and then we modify the 
vehicles and we keep doing this, until we are satisfied that the 
fruits of our labours surpass the needs of our customers...and 
then...and only then do we market the product. 
At Constables our wealth of experience dovetails with 
an understanding of your needs...in essence a winning 
formula...a formula with combines style and practicality 
with economy...without compromise. Constables 


CONSTABLES LTD « Dept DN - FREEPosT (BR1032) - WESTHAM - PEVENSEY « EAST Sussex « BN24 5BR - TELEPHONE: (0323) 767574 
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Letters to 


the Editor 
Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Quota could be achieved 
Lord Campbell’s letter (DN, 
August) states that it is 
mathematically impossible for 
all employers to reach the 
three per cent quota, since 
only 1.3 per cent of the 
working population is 
registered disabled. In support, 
he begs us to read Hansard. 

Yet simple arithmetic is all 
their Lordships would have 
needed. 

Over half the employment 
in this country is in 
establishments of fewer than 
20, who are automatically 
excluded from the scheme. So 
eligible employers need to take 
on 2.6 per cent of their 
workforce to achieve the 
objects of the 1944 Act, which 
were to leave no registered 
disabled person unemployed. 

Presumably, the civil 
servants who wisely wrote the 
Act were numerically literate. 
Sadly, they must now be 
turning in their graves. 

While the Act exists, it 
should be enforced firmly. The 
three per cent target is 
realistic, and achievable. 
Malcolm C Dunlop 
Director 
Conservative Disability Group 
Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire 


Disillusioned with Naidex 
With reference to Mrs Elliott’s 
letter (DN, September), we 
wrote to Naidex some time ago 
having withdrawn from the 
show on the grounds that the 
narrow aisles made it relatively 
inaccessible and it is extremely 
expensive for exhibitors. 

We show all over the UK 
and find that the costs of this 
exhibition now make it 
prohibitive. Naidex were kind 
enough to favour us with a 
reply, but agreed with neither 
of our comments. 

Whilst we would like to use 
this show to contact our 
potential public, we no longer 
do so for the reasons stated. 
The more voices that are 
raised in this way, the more 
there is likely to be a change. 
Graham Bell 
Neatwork International 
Coldstream, Scotland 


Kew, | never saw you 
I regret the difficulties Beth 
Finch experienced (DN, 
August) when she planned a 
trip across London to Kew. 
I am also concerned about 
the time taken contacting the 
British Rail offices about our 
services for disabled people. 
Our office in Watford is 


responsible for train services 
within the North London 
Railways, including the lines 
between London Euston and 
Northampton and the local 
services along the North London 
Railway between Richmond and 
North Woolwich, which 
includes Kew Gardens and 
Gunnersbury station. 

The office can be contacted 
on (0923) 207818, 8am to 6pm, 
weekdays. Whilst we do our 
best to provide help at any 
time, we can currently only 
guarantee assistance if we are 
given 48 hours notice of 
intention to travel. 

Kew Gardens station is very 
accessible and we have staff on 
duty there who can assist, but 
the real problem is other 
stations. Many were built up 
to 100 years ago. Installing a 
modern lift system that could 
be operated by any member of 
the public would cost millions 
of pounds. 

We are reviewing our policy 
for handling the requirements 
of disabled people. It is also 
planned to rebuild Willesden 
Junction station so that custom- 
ers can freely change trains with 
minimum inconvenience. 

Peter Stoneley 
Customer Services 
North London Railways 
Watford 


Consultation just “cosmetic” 
When the Consultation on 
Government Measures to Tackle 
Discrimination Against Disabled 
People was announced on 15 
July, I asked for and got a copy. 
I saw that a sign language 
video was available for deaf 
people and asked Enable, the 
distributors, for eight copies of 


GEMINI BATHLIFTER 
BATHING IN A WORLD OF YOUR OWN 


FOR THOSE OF US WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY BATHING 


e Excellent value for money 


® No hidden extras 
® Battery operated 


ea Road City Liverpool 


HNE 


COMMUNITY CARE 


HUNTLEIGH NESBIT EVANS HEALTHCARE 


L3 7BX_ Tel: 


® Simple to fit and remove 
e Secure and reliable 
e Smooth and gentle lift 


051 236 5311 


rn this coupon today 


the document and video for 
our deaf members. I was told 
the video was not ready. 

By August, the situation was 
unchanged, so the group wrote 
to the Department of Social 
Security’s Disability Unit on 8 
August to point out that the 
consultation period for deaf 
sign language users cannot 
begin until the sign language 
video is issued and, anyway, 
consultation should be 
extended to November because 
of the summer holidays. 

Mary Gough of the 
Disability Unit wrote back on 
18 August refusing to extend 
the consultation period. 

Since then, two MPs have 
written to the Minister for 
Disabled People William 
Hague on our behalf. The 
video was not released until 
after 23 August. 

The Government’s refusal to 
extend the consultation period 
renders the process invalid and 
is proof that it is no more than 
a cosmetic exercise. 

Cedric Moon 
Cardiff & District Hearing 
Impaired Support Group 


Considering new shower equipment? 


_ iture dealer tom Towers when 


sic. 
ars SSE | 
What price mobility? 
According to Business Basics 
Bulletin, the Inland Revenue 
has confirmed that putting 
personalised number plates on 
company cars will not increase 
their taxable price. But adapting 
a car to help someone witha 
disability will. Get with it: frills 
are free, necessities you pay for. 


Whistling in the wind 
Congratulations to the Disabled | 
Living Foundation (DLF) on 

its annual report. In 1992-3 the 
DLF achieved “our best 
financial result for several years | 
.. a small surplus of £1,634 to 
set against the accumulated 
deficit of £390,383”. At that | 
rate, itll take them only 239 
years to get into the black. 


Dead nasty | 


“Just a joke”, said London furn- | 


Help the Aged staff criticised his | 
shop. It’s called Shoot the Aged. 


iE wea 


Innovative Care Products 
66-68 Manchester Road, 
Chapel en le Frith 
Via Stockport, Cheshire $12 6RZ 
_ Tel: 0298-816366 Fax: 0298 816106 


When you buy Inva-Dex products, you are buying a total package 
including Design, quality and customer care 


Check what Inva-Dex has to offer against other shower manufacturers 


Free survey 

Wide range of products 
Full colour choice? 
BS5750 quality standard 


5 year guarantee? 


INVA-DEX OTHERS 


4th NATIONAL HIV 


TRAINERS CONFERENCE 


Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool 
22nd-24th February 1995 


Competition or collaboration? 


— how do we work together in 
an increasingly competitive and 
commercial environment? 


Further details and Application 


Form from:- 


Georgie Bradshaw 
Conference Administrator 
Tel./Ansaphone/Fax. 0923 442259 


We particularly welcome applications 
from Black trainers and educators. 
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Tendercare's multi-purpose 
m Snug Seat is built to suit 
the needs of children 
} with postural problems 
and now comes in three 
4 sizes - Nursery, Junior and 
g Senior. Snug Seat's modular 
design means it grows with the child 
and allows a range of positions suitable for 


study, play, sleeping and eating - in comfort. 


on the bus... 


The 


snugseat 
range 


Giving you the versatility 
you would expect... 


with the mobility and 
safety you demand. 


at play... 


The Snug Seat play tray can 
be specially adjusted to 
any 
angle that 
the seat 
demands, 
bring- 
ing toys 

and games within 

easy reach of the child’s grasp. Its versatility 
allows other children to join in without 
having to get into awkward positions. 


in the cam.. 


around town... 


The mobility Snug Seat offers extra strength One of its main features as a buggy is its 


and increased safety while travelling on | uncomplicated mobility. Swivelling 


buses. It is safety tested to the draft wheel- front wheels and a slim, bal- 


chair standard ISO7176/19 for impact anced design mean it can 


resistance and has good manoeuvra- __ be easily handled on 


bility in tight gangways or during busy pavements, 


loading. through shop 
doorways 
and alongside 
supermarket 
checkouts. Its fashion- 

able and functional design makes 

it look like any regular pushchair. 
Accessories such as shopping 
baskets and trays offer 
sensible carry-space 
for purchases or 


necessary medical 


support supplies 


As Snug Seat can be easily adjusted to a 


Tendercare 
| ent 


PHONE (0703) 667711 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND A FREE BROCHURE 


in the school... 


variety of seating posi- 


It converts easily into a car seat which 


tions for study and play, it 


offers an ideal solution to meets regulatory standards. It can be fitted 


the problem of accommo- with ease, provides comfort in transit 


dating children with postural and has been impact tested to 30mph. 


through the 


problems. In a busy class- 


room special features, Tate 


like the lightweight | Hoods and aprons 

indoor are accessories available 

frame,a _ for all sizes of buggy. 
buggy designed for 

control and mobility in confined 

spaces and a range of 

accessories such 

as play trays and 

baskets, high- 


light its 


suitability. 


pee TS eee 
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clement eo OC a TTI TTT H 


Employment and the 
Workplace 


(Disability Information Trust, 
Mary Marlborough Centre, 
Headington, Oxford OX3 7LD, 


£10) 


This book is the latest in the 
series Equipment for Disabled 
People, which provide 
information on various aspects 
of disability. It is aimed at 
disabled jobseekers, employers, 
personnel officers and 
disability employment advisers 
— a wide audience. 


There are chapters on 
getting a job, employers, 
building design, furniture, 
communication equipment and 
computer technology. There is 
also a chapter entitled 
“Employment and the 
workplace” which gives a 
useful overview on relevant 
employment issues. 
Information is supplemented 
with names of publications and 
organisations which may be of 
use, together with advice on 
benefits. 

There is no doubt that the 


information in the book is 
extensive and thorough. Each 
section gives “points to 
consider”, together with details 
on equipment, prices and 
suppliers. 

The sections on “What 
employers can do” and 
“Getting to work” are 
particularly helpful as they 
address the subjects from 
scratch and assume no 
previous knowledge. 

Of particular use, especially 
to disabled people seeking 
work, are the case studies of 


“real” people who are in 
employment and have access to 
special equipment. (This is the 
best part of the book for 
jobseekers.) 

If the book has a weakness, 
it is that it is trying to appeal 
to too many people, and the 
tone makes it unclear who the 
key audience really is. You are 
left with the feeling that it is 
predominantly for 
professionals rather than a 
user-friendly guide for 
disabled jobseekers. 

Nevertheless, as an ideas 


MOTABILITY SCHEME 
The range of Volvo’s are also available under the Motability Hire and Hire Purchase schemes. 
VOLVO SAFETY 


Volvo safety features fitted as standard include Driver Airbag, Side Impact Protection and seat belt pretensioners. The superb 
handling, powerful braking and tenacious road holding make them extremely enjoyable as well as extremely safe to drive. 


INDIVIDUAL 
FREEDOM 


A car is essential for an independent life style. But why settle for something ordinary when you could be driving a Volvo 
- avery individual car indeed. 


COMPETITIVELY PRICED 
The new Volvo 1994 range starts from £10,100 on the road*. 


VOLVO PLUS 


New 3 year/60,000 Mile Manufacturers Warranty - One of the most comprehensive available, replaces the parts 
other manufacturers do not reach. 


LOW RUNNING COSTS 
Low insurance group ratings and 10,000 mile service intervals help cut your motoring costs. 


THE CHOICE IS YOURS 


The Volvo range offers a choice of Saloons, Hatchbacks and Estates all available with a comprehensive selection of options 
to suit your independant needs. 


VOLVO 


ACAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


*Prices quoted include Delivery Number Plates and Road Tax. Prices correct at time of going to press. 
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guide for disabled people 
seeking new equipment for 
work, and for employers 
seeking to encourage best 
practice in the workplace, this 
will be an invaluable book. 


Caring about 


Independence 

by Jane Lakey 

(Policy Studies Institute, from 
BEBC Distribution, PO Box 
1496, Poole, Dorset BH12 
SYD, £14.95) 


Caring about Independence is a 
survey of 300 disabled people . 
who used Independent Living | 
Fund (ILF) cash payments to 
arrange and pay for personal 
and domestic help. 

The ILF, a Government- 
financed trust, was set up in 
1988 to ensure that severely 
disabled people would not be 
at risk of entering residential 
care as a consequence of the 
abolition of supplementary 
benefit’s domestic assistance 
addition (DAA). 

The fund awarded means- 
tested cash payments to 
severely disabled people to pay 
for the assistance they needed | 
to live independently. 

The ILF was expected to 
reach, on the basis of the 
DAA take-up rate, up to 300 
people per year with an initial 
budget of £15 million for the | 
first three years. When the 
fund closed in 1993, 23,000 
people were in receipt of an 
award and the cost was £97 
million. 

Jane Lakey’s research looks 
at why the ILF was so 
popular, by studying how the 
fund was used and the 
difference it made to people’s 
lives. 

The report’s findings 
showed that local authority 
service provision was the least 
favoured assistance option. 
Disabled people had little 
confidence in the ability of 
authorities to provide the 
services they needed. The 
survey also found that cash 
payments were cost effective. 

The research provides 
overwhelming support for — 
and recommends through the 
testimonies of the people 
surveyed — a system of direct 
payments. Independence, 
choice and control are best 
achieved through direct ) 
payments: “I can run my life | 
to please me”. . 

At present, it is illegal for 
local authorities to make these; 
payments. The ILF’s 
successor body, the 1993 
fund, a complex mixture of 
services provided by local 
authorities with cash top-up, | 
has proved inflexible and 
unpopular. 

Jane Lakey’s research is 
important, not just as 
additional evidence for the 
direct payment campaign, but 
as proof to the Government 
that their “experiment” with 
direct payments in the shape 
of the ILF was popular, cost- 
effective, and worked. 

Margaret Lavery 


| 
| 
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Nick Stephens 
talks to southern 


singer songwriter 
Vic Chesnutt ~ 


Vic Chesnutt flew into Britain 
recently, either to promote his 
second album, West of Rome, or 
his third, Drunk — he couldn’t 
remember which as they were 
both released this year. 

Vic was born in Florida, the 
‘Redneck Riviera”, but got out 
quick, he says, moving with his 
family to Pike County, Georgia, 
it the age of two. 

A dry humour, a passion for 
iterature and a feel for his 
surroundings plays an impor- 
ant part in his music. It is as 
mportant to him now as it was 
yefore the car accident that left 
uis legs paralysed and one arm 
jartially so at the age of 18. 

“T was drunk and ran into a 
litch, nothing spectacular, just 
drunk. Luckily, when I hit the 
litch the car flipped over and I 
an into somebody’s house and 
woke them up. If I’d been 
nother ten minutes in that car, 
*d have been gone.” 

Rehabilitation was slow. It 
was a long time before he 
sould play again. He relearned 
he guitar by super-glueing a 
yick to his plaster cast. He still 
wears a glove on stage with a 


Tender is the southern 


pick attached. 

Moving to Athens, Georgia, 
he studied English, sharing his 
poetry with the masses 
through flyers put up on walls 
in the middle of the night. 

Things changed when he 
was asked to bring his guitar 
along to a party. He played to 
a circle of adoring college girls, 
who promptly went out and 
got him a gig. 

Michael Stipe, of REM, saw 
one of his gigs (the band is 


Vic Chesnutt — a scratchy guitar and fragile voice that owes mor 


based in Athens), invited him 
into the studio and eventually 
produced a first album, Little. 

Vic has been described as 
the Dylan of the South, to 
which he replies: “What a 
yahoo. He’s a weeny, I owe 
more to punk.” 

His voice is fragile, almost 
warbling, but most alluring. 
His scratchy guitar style is 
equally frail and dependable, 
and his humour and skill with 
language result in songs that 


-* a 


night 


e to punk than Bob Dylan 


are tender, dark, self- 
conscious, maudlin, comic, but 
never whimsy. He doesn’t 
allow his accident to inhibit his 
songwriting. 

“IT guess I don’t dwell on it 
in my personal life either. 

“IT write a lot about 
memories, kind of surreal 
jaunts through my past. I write 
a lot about dreams.” 


Vic Chesnutt will be touring the 
UK at the end of October 


indy 
<impton-Nye 


Vir Jones 


My initial response to Mr 
Jones was what a remarkable 
yerformance from Richard 
Sere. He plays Mr Jones of 
he title — a greying, middle- 
iged manic depressive — with 
in excess of charm and energy, 
hich captivated me long after 
had lost interest in the story. 
The first we see of him, he 
s fast-talking his way into a 
arpentry job, then attempting 
0 fly from the roof to the 
10use he is working on. In 
1ospital, where the policy is to 
‘evaluate, medicate and 
lacate” patients (what we call 
are in the community), Jones 
$ treated and discharged. 


Video top five 


closed captions, 
S: subtitles, N: nothing 


|. ALADDIN (Walt Disney): 
\ boy, a lamp and a genie 
brilliantly played by Robin 
Nilliams). o 


. THREE MUSKETEERS 
Hollywood): Young Guns- 
tyle telling of Musketeers 
tory. 


Dr Libbie Bowen (Lena 
Olin) is not happy with the 
situation, especially the way he 
is treated for schizophrenia 
when she is convinced he has 
manic depression. 

Dr Bowen is right. But she 
cannot get him into hospital 
until he hits a depressive phase 
and feels suicidal. As the two 
of them spend time together, 
they start to get a little too 
close for comfort. 

The high points are Gere’s 
acting and his passing attempts 
to challenge the medical model 
of mental illness. “It’s not a 
disease. It’s me. It’s who I 
am,” Jones protests defiantly. 

Lows are more numerous. 
The film isn’t interested in 
what having manic depression 
means. It’s a romance-drama 
in search of a new angle. 

It also progresses in such a 
way as to suggest there is no 
chance of a happy ending for ° 
Jones — long-term institution- 
alisation and an unrelenting 
deterioration in his health look 
the most likely prognosis — 
only to provide him with an 
implausible happy ending. 


3. FREE WILLY (Warner): 
Young boy frees performing - 
whale. What else? 2) 


4. MOTHER’S BOYS 
(Guild): Mum-out-of-control 
will stop at nothing to get her 
family back. (N) 


5. MALICE (Polygram): 
Medical mistake leads to 


mistrust and murder. (N) 


Chart courtesy of MRIB 


Look out for 


Everyday Lives, four-part BBC 
series focusing on the lives of 
people with disabilities. Starts 4 
October, then every Tuesday. 


The Picture of Dorian Grey, by 
Show of Hands deaf/hearing 
integrated theatre company. 
Opens at Battersea Arts Centre, 


Lavender Hill, London SWi1 
from 27 September to 3 
December, tel: 071-223 2223. 


On Wednesday 19 October, 
Up Stage 94 Cabarave is a 
festival, featuring young deaf 
and disabled performers, at 
Turtle Keys Arts Centre, 74A 
Farm Lane, Fulham, London 


SW6, tel: 071-385 4905. 


den 


The ‘Royale’ is a new addition to the Newton range of powered 
wheelchairs. The compact and easily foldable design of the 
wheelchair is equally at home indoors and with 200mm castors, 
rear wheel traction and kerbclimber, outdoors. The Royale's high 
manouverability, smooth comfortable ride and high specification 
sets a new standard in its class. Additional seating options are 
available to upgrade this wheelchair to even higher standards. 
Return the coupon below to Newton Products 

Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 OSQ for further details: 


Name 


Address 


OR CALL THE SALES HOTLINE: 021-785 1211 


TV 


Chris Davies 
eee ee 


My copy of the Radio Times 
said “We Are the Champions” 
(6 September, BBC1) was a 
new series. Regrettably, this 
did not turn out to be the 
case, because the programme, 
as it has been for the past five 
years or so, was simply a one- 
off special. 

Every year I watch this 
splendid vehicle for providing 
motivated competition and role 
models for disabled youngsters 
and wish it wasn’t just a single 
programme. 

I do appreciate that having 
more than one show 
exclusively about disabled 
people would be difficult for 
the BBC to provide, because it 
probably would not be able to 
sustain a non-disabled 
audience. 

But how about an integrated 
competition, which brought 
special and mainstream schools 
together to form local teams in 
competitions that utilised the 
abilities of both groups of 
children? 

Meanwhile, this year’s 
special was up to its past high 
standards. 

In the last programme of its 
current series, “Here and 
Now”, (31 August, BBC]1) 
featured an item on the family 
of racing driver Damon Hill. 

He has a Down’s Syndrome 
child and his wife is waging a 
campaign for the medical 
profession to be more positive 
when advising parents about 
their child’s condition. 

Mrs Hill and other parents 
expressed the view that, far 
from regretting their children, 
having them around is nothing 
but pleasurable. 

I’m glad that parents are 
doing this and welcome the 
fact that “Here and Now” 
decided to draw public 
attention to this change of 
attitude. 

Last month I praised David 
Heavey for his latest tv work. 
Before going their separate 
ways, David shared the 
responsibility for the Poor 
Dear series with Sian Vasey. 

Sian has now returned to 
Link, not just to report, but 
also to direct. 

In her new programme, on 
the pros and cons of sheltered 
employment, (4 September, 
ITV) she showed not only the 
arguments on both sides, but 
also explained how the trade 
union movement is at last 
coming to grips with disability 
issues. 

It was a well argued, neatly 
constructed piece which 
showed that other producer/ 
directors should not rest on 
their laurels. 

I look forward to some more 
of Sian’s output. 


NN ne 
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Teach yourself to sit out from the crowd 


(3) Alexander Technique can relieve back, neck and shoulder pain, and improve posture. Nic Paton sat up and listened 


Are you are sitting comfort- 
ably? Or do you slouch, 
experience back and neck pain, 
tense your shoulders and hold 
your head badly? If, like most 
people, you do all or some of 
these, and especially if you are 
a wheelchair user, Alexander 
Technique could be for you. 

The technique is popular 
with desk-bound non-disabled 
and disabled workers and with 
wheelchair users for the relief 
it can provide from back, neck 
and shoulder pain and as a way 
to improve posture. 

Yet it has been around for 
longer than you’d think — 
Sydney, Australia is holding 
the centenary celebrations this 
year. It was developed by a 
Tasmanian, Frederick Matthias 
Alexander. A successful actor, 
he specialised in arduous one- 
man Shakespearian recitations. 

He saw how the projection 
of his voice, and the stress 
upon it, was affected by the 
the way he held his body 
during performances. Rigging 
up a multiple mirror system at 
home, he found there was a lot 
of unnecessary tension and 
distortion in his body. Using 
the mirrors, he re-educated his 
body to ensure a better align- 
ment of his neck and back. 


Aldous Huxley ‘saved’ 

He returned to acting but, as 
word got around about his 
idea, doctors started sending 
him patients they felt unable 
to treat. During the First 


Judy Hammond coaxes Rosalie Wilkins into better posture 


in the UK, working with 
many famous actors of his day. 
The writer Aldous Huxley 
claimed Alexander Technique 
had saved his life. 

Alexander Technique 


ALL PHOTOS: JAMIE FACER 


ing” the body and how you 
use it. “It is about learning to 
observe more sensitively habits 
and posture in movement and 
it’s difficult to do that on your 
own. It’s important to see 


“It’s not a manipulative 
technique, it’s very non- 
invasive. Some of the message 
comes through the hands while 
the student is thinking it 
through his or her own body. 
Alexander called it directing, 
learning how to send your 
awareness into your body. 

“If you learn to think into 
your spine and back and neck, 
you can make the changes 
happen in a much smaller and 
finer way and they are 
beneficial changes,” she says. 


Better quality of life 
The therapy is particularly 
useful for wheelchair users 
because of the long hours 
spent in one position, often 
resulting in back and neck 
strain, and the constant use of 
arm and shoulder and neck 
muscles. Often able-bodied 
people force wheelchair users 
to talk with their neck tilted 
back, resulting in neck pain. 
Pain in turn can induce 
insomnia and depression. 

Broadcaster Rosalie Wilkins, 
who is paraplegic, has worked 
with Judy Hammond over 
many years. She found that 
using the technique improved 
her quality of life, not only 
because of its physical benefits 
but because of the meditative 
quality of the therapy. 

“T was getting a lot of arm 
pain and general discomfort, 
which it is very hard to know 


something about that. 

“My shoulder muscles often 
get extremely sore because 
they are the centre of what 


what to do about. Alexander 
Technique made me conscious 


World War he went to 
America and taught there and 


teacher Judy Hammond agrees 
with the notion of “re-educat- 


of how I was holding myself 
and gave me a means to do 


what’s going on and just to 
gradually work in changes. 


A breakthrough in pneumatic swing phase control technology 


The 2NDOLITE Intelligent Prosthesis 


The Endolite Intelligent Prosthesis, part number 019427. 
Contact our Sales Department on 0256 465771. 
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Microprocessor technology for 
lower limb amputees 


@ No need to alter gait to compensate 
for different speeds 

@ Simple programming procedures 
to meet individual needs 

@ Adjusts automatically to different 
speeds after programming 

@ All the advantages of hydraulic control 
with less effort and no weight penalty 

© Accepts a wide range of foot and 
ankle configurations 

@ Comprehensive socket fittings 


EINDOLME 


Chas. A Blatchford & Sons Ltd, Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH, 
United Kingdom Telephone: 0256 465771 Facsimile: 0256 479705 


motivates anything — pushing 
or carrying things. Alexander 
Technique helps you to feel 
more of a whole person. It 
integrated my body.” 

People usually need 20-30 | 
sessions, each 45 minutes long. | 
But many people, once hooked, 
keep coming back, says Ms 
Hammond. Group sessions 
cost £4-{£7 per session, with 
private sessions costing £18- 


Alexander Technique. It is not 
cheap, and could be out of 
reach for many disabled people 
who might benefit from it. 

Yet it is becoming available 
on the NHS, normally in 
group sessions, so it is worth 
checking with your local GP or 
the Society of Teachers of 
Alexander Technique (STAT). 

The technique can help 
severely disabled people too. 
Judy Hammond cites a woman 
who had no language and very | 
little movement in her limbs. | 
After using the technique, she 
became much calmer and the 
stiffness of her limbs eased 
with just very gentle working. 
“It was lovely to see how her 
whole face calmed,” says Ms 
Hammond. “But it’s like trying 
to describe the taste of a 
strawberry to someone who’s 
never eaten strawberries.” 


STAT, 20 London House, 266 
Fulham Road, London SW10 
9EL, tel: 071-351 0828. 


New help with 


childcare charges. 


Complete the 
coupon and we ll 


fill you in. 


From October, these charges will be taken into account for some working parents 
claiming Family Credit, Housing Benefit, Council Tax Benefit or Disability Working 
Allowance. To qualify, they must use a registered or approved childcare provider, and 
their child needs to be under 11. They must work for at least 16 hours a week. If they 
have a partner they must both be working for 16 hours, unless one of them is disabled. 

So parents who thought they couldn't afford to work, or to work extra hours, 
because of the cost of childcare may want to think again. 


To find out more, use the coupon. Or ring us free on 0800 88 44 11. 


WORKING WITH BENEFITS, FREEPOST (B $4335) BRISTOL BSI 3YX. 


PLEASE SEND ME INFORMATION ON NEW HELP WITH CHILDCARE CHARGES. 


NAME (MR, MRS, Ms) JOB TITLE 


ORGANISATION NAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


SEND TO: WORKING WITH BENEFITS, FREEPOST (BS4335) BRISTOL BSI 3YX. 


ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
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30 AFTERWORD 
‘The system has gone raving mad’ 


Lin Berwick sees 
community care as 
both a user and a 
counsellor 


there 


nique E 


three good 
reasons fo 
book your 
place now! 


u 


What DN’s series on 
community care has shown, 
and I know from my own 
experience, is that professionals 
may talk about “needs-led 
assessment”, but it is still 
finance-led. 

Good community care exists 
in patches - in Greenwich, 
Kingston and Derbyshire, for 
example, where Centres for 
Independent Living act as 


are 


iv ope an 


ke ¢ 
sear to MA Ley 
y nd receive 


agents handling social security 
benefits, local authority 
funding and the Independent 
Living Fund, helping to find 
carers and do the administration. 
Improvement though this is, 
most disabled people I speak 
to find it insulting, because it 
implies they are not capable of 
managing their own finances. 
Most of us can make informed 
choices about our needs. Our 


situation is no different from 
able-bodied people on benefits, 
yet no one dictates to them, 
other than on accommodation. 
For independent living to 
succeed, there has to be social 
integration and access to 
information and services within 
the community. People hear 
about assessment and complaints 
procedures, for example, but 
they are fearful to use them. 


European 


Conference and 
Exhibition for 


disabled and 
able-bodied 


people who are 


working together 


to improve access 


to the built 


environment 


Chester Racecourse 
27 and 28 October 


For more information 


call the 


ACCESS EUROPE 


HOTLINE 


0244 602498 


(Last booking date 


Monday, October 3rd) 


I attended a meeting with 
the Social Services Inspectorate 
last year. Many people aired 
their grievances. I remember 
one person coping with a lover 
one with Alzheimer’s who had 
been told they could have two 
and-a-half incontinence pads a 
day or a bed sheet, not both. 
So they were meeting the extra 
cost themselves. 

Carers’ needs are supposed 
to be taken into consideration 
but, again, it depends on where 
you live. My carer needs an 
outdoor power chair so that he 
can take me out, but we were 
told this has to be privately 
funded, or you stay indoors. 

To me, the system seems to 
have gone raving mad. Some- 
times a family or individual 
needs “top up” money to cope 
with the cost of adequate care 
support, but that is not 
forthcoming if you and your 
partner between you have 
more than £8,000 in the bank. 
I know many people who are 
spending their savings just to 
get below this target. 


It’s no to care plus a job 

I have the ability and the 
desire to work, but when I 
attended a conference on 
independent living in 
Greenwich last year, we were 
told that working and care 
support are not compatible. 
The best option is to give up 
work and draw state benefits. 

I am asking for assistance, 
not charitable handouts. Why 
does having a disability mean 
you have to do battle? 

Local authorities talk about 
the need for advocacy and 
having a user/carer on their 
policy committees. In my 
London Borough of Havering, 
they may have met the 
requirements of the Act, but it 
has not been put into practice 
properly. There is one main 
advocacy group, with few teeth. 
It all smacks of “tokenism”. 

Havering had asked my 
husband and I to take part in a 
training programme in 
community care over 18 
months. Afterwards, armed 
with three bulging folders, we 
heard there were no on-going 
plans for training or advocacy. 
It broke the continuity and 
made a nonsense of all our 
work. Are they just going to 
pluck advocates out of the air, 
not knowing if these people 
can articulate the needs of 
those they represent? I feel the 
borough has let down some of 
its most vulnerable people. 

When one thinks of 
disability and its daily living 
costs, it seems you think of a 
figure and add several noughts. 
Adaptations, wheelchairs, 
special aids are available from 
the NHS or social services, if — 
you don’t want a specific 
model, or you can wait. 

We will only be able to say 
we are equal when services are 
given according to needs rather 
than the ability to pay. 
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musicians hit the 
right notes 


Several mail-order companies 
have musical instruments, both 
large and small. And there are 
also organisations offering 
musical services for disabled 
people. 

Paul Whittaker of the charity 
Music and the Deaf says: 
“People are often sceptical about 
deaf people being involved with 
music. We introduce music 
through workshops and projects, 
and believe in using instruments 
which have not been specially 
adapted.” 

The charity works with 
professional companies such as 
The Northern Ballet Theatre. 

If Evelyn Glennie is your 
heroine, then Raven 
Educational offer a range of 
instruments from cymbals and 
castanets to Afuche/Cabasa. 


Ding, Dong, Bell House 


Getting into the beat: Jumbo 


Made of brass, Finger 
Cymbals are easy to play. 
when attached to thumb and 
finger. Two pairs, £4.25. The 
larger Brass Cymbals are 
domed with cords. These can 
be played individually with 
beaters, or struck together for 
a louder effect. Pair, £11.25. 

A Jingle Stick can be 
played by shaking or tapping 
in your palm. The chrome- 
plated jingles produce a bright 
sound. £9.45. 

The Afuche/Cabasa is like 
a rattle. Rotating the beads 
against the metal cylinder 
makes a loud grating sound. 
From £23.95. Raven 
Educational, tel: (0933) 


Music makes the 


world go round 


Nazli Hussain looks 
at some basics to 
help budding 


Chime Bars, £480 from Rompa 


279108. 

Music for the Disabled is a 
voluntary organisation 
providing live music for 
disabled people of all ages. 
Jack Malby, a former Royal 
Marines bandmaster, arranges 
for musicians to play at 
therapy sessions for youngsters 
and for people in residential 
homes. 

“Children particularly enjoy 
hearing and playing chimes, bar 
bells and tambourines”, he says. 
“Music is a great therapy for 
everybody.” Mr Malby hopes 
to get volunteer musicians for 


Little drummer boy: complete with stand and two drum 
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sticks, £75 from Toys for the Handicapped 


new areas. Current groups exist 
in Surrey, Sussex and the Isle 
of Wight. 

Toys for the Handicapped 
have a colourful Bell House. 
The eight bells are arranged in 
a fun wooden village, and two 
batons are included. £16.50. 
Free catalogue, tel: (0299) 
827820. 

Tongue Drums are based 
on the traditional Aztec log 
drum. They give the mellow 
sound of a xylophone and 
different notes are produced 
depending on the size of the 
tongues of wood. From 
£59.95. Rompa, tel: LocalCall 
(0645) 211777. 

If children fancy composing 


a ditty, then Playskool’s Kid 
Keys Electronic Keyboard may 
be an ideal number. With 29 
keys and 12 pre-programmed 
melodies, the keyboard also has 
four different instrument 
sounds. Age range three years 
plus. Approximately £33, from 
toy shops. 


Music and the Deaf, tel: (0484) 
425551 

Music for the 
tel: (0483) 67813 
The National Music and Disabil- 
ities Information Service, 
tel: (0803) 866701 

British Society for Music Ther- 
apy, 25 Rosslyn Avenue, Barnet, 
Hertfordshire. 


Disabled, 


CRYPT 


CREATIVE YOUNG PEOPLE TOGETHER 


We offer young people who have an interest in the 
creative arts the opportunity to improve and 


expand their abilities 
e 


You Asked Dynavox 


To Do Even More... 


"I want to spell and talk faster" 


Introducing Dynawrite. 


...a Supportive residential environment 
with special facilities for young people 
with disabilities at each project 


... a chance to live and work in a small group 
and experience independence in the community 


The CRYPT Foundation, Forum, Stirling Road, Chichester, 
West Sussex PO19 2EN Tel: (0243) 786064 
Reg. Charity No. 299206 


Dynawrite™ is a revolutionary new software package for the Dynavox” augmentative 
communication aid. One that can help people compose longer, more complex messages, faster 
and easier than ever before. So if you know someone who might benefit from it, 
we urge you to contact your therapist. Or give us a call. 


BMHAMEE 


az A SENTIENT SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY 
RAINBOW Rainbow Rehab + Unit 15 © 7 Airfield Road © Christchurch * Dorset BH23 3TQ « Tel: (0202) 481818 
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32 PERSON TO PERSON 


Share Your Problems 


Power comes 
from helping 


each other 


Ann Darnbrough, DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


What’s a nice girl like you 
doing as an “agony aunt”, a 
friend asked me the other day. 
You don’t strike me as the 
type who thinks they know it 
all. I don’t, I swear I don’t. 
The great thing about this 
column is that it’s the readers 
who usually come up with the 
answers. 

Perhaps the other agony 
aunts (and uncles) should take 
the advice of their readers 
more often. In an article 
entitled “Auntie depressants” 
in The Evening Standard it was 
suggested that their private 
lives were such a mess they 
couldn’t solve their own 
relationship problems, never 
mind anyone else’s! No, they 
didn’t mention me, I’m glad to 
say. 

As it happens, I do need 
some information and advice 
to pass on. It’s about ME 
(myalgic encephalomyelitis). 

There is still debate about 
whether this is really a 
disability, but I don’t think 
those who have this exhausting 
illness are in any doubt, as 
Jane Colby pointed out in the 
May issue of DN. 


What they do need is 
advice. I would be very glad to 
hear from readers with ME 
about how they cope, so that I 
can pass this on to Natalya in 
Moscow. 

She writes to tell me about 
her life as an English teacher. 
Not only has she the physical 
symptoms to put up with, but 
also suggestions that she is 
malingering. She is told that 
she should work as hard as 
possible because that will make 
her feel better, while it seems 
to her that she must rest and 
conserve her energy. What do 
readers who have ME advise? 

We all like to think we have 
some control over how we live. 
Disabled people, in particular, 
are wresting control from all 
sorts of people who would tell 
us how to live our lives. 

But how much influence do 
we really have if we have no 
control over our death? Jill 
Tweedie, who died last year of 
motor neurone disease, said: 
“If I can die at a time of my 
own choosing, then I shall feel 
I have gained some control 
over my life again.” 

The growing debate over 


voluntary euthanasia has 
become an important issue for 
disabled people, along with 
abortion and eugenics. I was 
interested, therefore, to see 
that a Human Rights Meeting 
is to be held in Brussels on 17 
October which will address a 
range of issues including: a 
European definition of 
“disabled person”; eugenics, 
bio-ethics and euthanasia; 
independent living; and 
sexuality. This meeting is part 
of the build-up to the 
European Day of Disabled 
Persons on 3 December. 


Bewildering choice 

It seems that there is a boom 
in alternative therapies — hence 
the series running in DN now, 
which should help you choose. 
The more science progresses, 
the greater our concern to find 
different ways to improve our 
health. Perhaps it is a way of 
feeling we are in charge of our 
remedies and, in any case, the 
practitioners are friendlier than 
the average doctor. 

The problem is the 
bewildering variety of 
therapies. Donald (not his real 
name) writes to say he has 
settled on three therapies: 
osteopathy, homoeopathy and 
yoga. Apparently, his osteopath 
has found a method of 
manipulation which eases his 
various aches and pains arising 
from athetoid cerebral palsy. 

He says: “When I think 
back to the pain, discomfort 
and handicap I was experien- 
cing five or six years ago, it is 
quite amazing just how much 
better I seem to be physically; 
even though, with the ageing 


At Eagle none of our Motorhomes are adapted 
but are tailor made to your specific requirements. 


You can choose your vehicle from a large selection of makes and models 
including Fiat, Talbot, Citroen, lveco, Mercedes, VWLT and Ford .. 


We also offer a full repair and upholstery service. All conversions for the 
disabled are Tax Free. Alterations to other makes and models. 


For further 
Information and 
Colour Brochure 
return the Address 
Slip to the Address 
below. 


Unit 7, 

Fleming Close, 
Segensworth, 
East Fareham 
Hants, 

PO15 5SB 

@ 0489 583667 


Fax: 0489 571586 


process, my body is gradually 
seizing up, and increased 
muscle tension affects things 
like balance and walking. 
However, other activities like 
swimming, horse riding and 
yoga all help to keep the body 
as supple as possible.” 
Donald has another problem 
he would like readers to help 
with: “Earlier this year I was 
prescribed glasses for reading 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! | 
y The DN | 
| telephone 


and close work. I had not 
worn glasses before. I chose an 
attractive pair which the 
optician assured me had a 
strong frame. I have had to 
take them back twice because 
my awkward, jerky movements 
bend the frame and loosen the 
screws every time I put them 
on or take them off. 

“There must be many 
others in the same boat. How 
do they manage?” 


See the light 
I don’t know about you, but I 
am much affected by the 
absence or presence of 
sunlight. When the sun is 
shining, the world seems to be 
an altogether better place than 
when the clouds lower over us. 
I was not surprised, then, to 
hear about the possible 
benefits from light therapy for 
people affected by depression. 
Zelda Landau wrote to say 
that at the Light and Sound 
Therapy Centre some of their 
greatest successes had been in 
treating people with depression 


by an intensive course of light 
therapy. Do let me know if a 
particular therapy has helped 
you. 


Attraction of amputees 
The question of whether 
women who have had 
amputations can accept that, 
for this reason, some men are 
attracted to them has been 
raised on several occasions in 
this column. 

Lucy has a very positive 
view: “Wearing a prosthesis 
has its practical use and is 
considered socially acceptable, 
but as a fashion conscious, 
single woman of 35, it greatly 
limits my manner of walking, 
restricts my selection of 
clothing and, of course, styles 
of shoes. So in order to feel 
and look more feminine, I 
often forsake my 
uncomfortable leg and use a 
pair of underarm crutches. 
These give me scope to wear 
nice clothes and show off my 
very shapely leg. 

“I am aware that many men 
are ‘turned on’ by amputee 
women and personally I find 
this no stranger than men 
being attracted to a woman 
with nice legs, bust or face. 
For my part, I enjoy and 
appreciate the attention men 
give to me, wearing a 
prosthesis or using crutches. 
The bottom line is, if you only 
have one leg or arm, don’t feel 
sorry for yourself, take 
advantage of the situation and 
still enjoy life.” 

Finally, it seems that a man 
called Malcolm would like to 
regain contact with a woman 
called Gill who may read this 
column. They both worked at 
Barnardo’s in Woodford 
Green. If Gill reads this and 
would like to be put in contact 
with Malcolm, write to me for 
his address. 


ME Association, Stanhope 
House, High Street, Stanford le 
Hope, Essex SS17 OHA, tel: 
(0375) 642466. 

The Light & Sound Therapy 
Centre, 90 Queen Elizabeth’s 
Walk, London N16 5UQ, 

tel: 081-880 1269. 

Further information on Brussels 
European Day of Disabled 
People, c/o DPI-EUC, 11 
Belgrave Road, London SW1V 
IRB, tel: 071-834 0477. 


Comfort and Independence with Dignity 
at the touch of a button, and — at an affordable price! 


BakKare Beds 


Tel: 0752 
254000 


Economical “Sit U up” & feet up touch 
button Motorised home care beds 
with mattress from £600 ex VAT 


Volker 2080E — with motorised height adjustment — 
“stands U up” at touch of a button. 
Comfortable multi adjustable mattress support. 


The Ultimate Home Nursing bed! 
Mariners Court, Sutton Harbour, Plymouth PL4 0BS 
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DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 39 


ACROSS 

1. System or habit (7) 

5. Aid and — (4) 

8. Messy (8) 

9. Meat spread (4) 

11. Harrison Ford film role 
(7,5) 

12. Self (3) 

13. Bump or lump (4) 

14. Hurt (perhaps in the knee?) 
(7) 

15. Bad (4) 

18. Rural soap opera (9) 

20. Taps ran (anag) 

21. Knock lightly (3) 


TRIVIA QUIZ 


Answers on page 39 


1. Which Australian outlaw 
was hung in 1880? 

2. Which soap star will call 
time on her EastEnders career 
next year? 

3. Which British zoologist 
wrote The Naked Ape, The 
Human Zoo and Man 
Watching? 

4. Which island (second largest 
in the world) lies in the south- 
west Pacific Ocean? 

5. Which US black jazz singer 
is known as “the first lady of 
song”? 

6. Who is the patron saint of 
France? 

7. Who married Sir Lawrence 
Olivier in 1963? 

8. Name Britain’s first 
designated “Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty”. 
9. Which golfer has won more 
major championships than any 
other? 

10. Which breed of short- 
haired cat originates from 
South East Asia? 
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COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


What do you call a cat that has 
eaten a duck? A duck-filled 


fatty-puss. 
What do hedgehogs like to eat? 


Have you heard the joke about 
quicksand? /t takes time to sink in. 
At what battle did Nelson die? 
Hits last one. 

Where was the Declaration of 
Independence signed? At the 


We’ve got it taped 
Did you know that DN is available on tape for visually impaired 
people or for those who have difficulty holding a paper? 

At the moment this service is free of charge. To go on our 
mailing list, contact Helen Crow, tel: 071-383 4575. 


Whose face 


DOWN 

1. Periodic break for carers 
(7,4) 

2. Vertical movement (2,3,4) 

3. Hot weather late in the 
year (6,6) 

4. Trapped (8) 

6. Jones or Clough (5) 

7. They may stop you seeing 
the wood (5) 

9. Knock loudly (7) 

10. Clinging part of plant (7) 

16. Huge (4) 

17. Jump (4) 

19. Historical period (3) 


MANIPULATION ASSOCIATION OF 
CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1994 


“Muscles and Nerves on the Move” 
25 - 27 November 1994 
Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh 


The main conference will run from Friday 25 
November until Sunday 27 November. Keynote 
lecturer will be Gwen Jull. Also social events, trade 
exhibition and workshop sessions. 


Pre conference course on 23rd and 24th 


November (Clinical Biology of aches and Pains); 
Post conference course on 28th and 29th 
November (Rehabilitation of Spinal stabilisation). 


Further details and costs available from the 
Events Unit, Chartered Society of Physiotherapy, 
14 Bedford Row, London WC1iR 4ED. 


is it anyway? 


Answers below left 


Prickled onions. bottom. 


CUMBRIA 
Disability & Mobility 
Exhibition 


on 


& Sunday 16th October 1994 re 


From 10am to 5pm at 


THE SANDS CENTRE 


CARLISLE 
An exhibition for People with Disabilities 


Including the latest 
DISABILITY EQUIPMENT. SPECIALLY ADAPTED VEHICLES. 
INFORMATION GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS. 
ADMISSION FREE 
* AMPLE PARKING * * REFRESHMENTS * ALL UNDER COVER 
Exhibition Organisors: 


D.M.P. PROMOTIONS (UK) LTD. 
Tel: 0226 386677 or Fax: 0226 390777 


K OUT IN YOUR CHAIR 
VERSATRAINER 
f 
y 


The Versatrainer 
reduces a roomful of 


complete work out 

centre. A full exercise 

program can take as 

little as 20 minutes. And | Send to : CdS Custom 

the silent rods are a big l FREEPOST, Chester 
improvement over ! Cite 2xZ 


‘ : or phone 0244 310089 
clanking weights. 
DN10/94 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
COMFORT AND SUPPORT 


The new Bliss support chair is 
extremely versatile and can be 
adjusted for individual 
age groups and 
those with 
postural and 
supportive 
problems. 


Uniquely and amazingly 
within one frame both a 
tilt in space and fully 
recline facility. 


! 
Each chair is fully \ 
adjustable in size to 
accommodate growth or 
=.) changing requirements | 
of the user. Easily reclined and with 


2 infinite choices of positions, 
maximum control, comfort and 
support is ensured at all times. 


yalue ' \y pHoNe on RETURN THE COUPON 


best | - obit 
Ae ocialist Care EINER GEARS ENO 


ADDRESS 


BLISS SEATING SYSTEMS 
MEDINORTH‘? 


‘Hillwood’, High Close, Rawdon Drive 
Rawdon, Leeds LS19 6HF. 


TEL & FAX: (0532) 391464 


FOSTEQDE 3. = a TEL 
DN10/94 


Please arrange a Bliss demo | 
Please send further details [_] 
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SR INPORNBATION( OR 


INFO 
LEP 


Touch and Go is a training 
resource pack to help 
develop communication | skills 
with deaf/blind people. £95, 
from the Council for the 
Advancement of Communica- 
tion with Deaf People, Pelaw 
House, School of Education, 
University of Durham, Durham 
DHI1 1TA, tel/minicom: 091- 
374 3607. 


Talking about Pain is a special 
issue of Arthritis Care’s quar- 
terly magazine Arthritis News. 
Free with a A4, 24p SAE, from 
Pain Special, Arthritis Care, 18 
Stephenson Way, London 
NW1 2HD. 


A Crisis in Care is a report pub- 
lished by the Family Policy 
Studies Centre (FPSC) which 
recommends improved financial 
support for carers. £9.95 plus 
£1.50 p&p, from FPSC, 231 
Baker Street, London NWI 
6XE, tel: 071-486 8211. 


The Helping Hand Pad for 
London bus passengers who have 
hearing impairments has been 
enlarged and updated. The pad 
contains instructions which the 
passenger points to to get help 
from the driver or conductor. 
Free, from London ‘Transport, 
55 Broadway, London SW1H 
OBD, tel/minicom: 071-918 3312. 


Standards of Clinical Care for 
People with Diabetes is a report 
which calls on the Department of 
Health to improve standards in 
care. £6.95, from HMSO shops. 


The Carers’ Christian Fel- 
lowship is a support and pres- 
sure group for Christians 
caring for people with disabili- 
ties. Details from Chris or 
Brenda, tel: (0229) 585974. 


An information centre has 
been opened in Brighton by 
The Stroke Association. It 
offers counselling, leaflets on 
many aspects of strokes and 
information about _ benefits. 
Linkway Lodge, The Linkway, 
Brighton BN1 7EG, tel: (01273) 
562690. 


Slenheim 


Lancaster 
House 


7S lenheim 
Hats 


Silas The Cloist Sste7s 


Bungal. ows 


BLENHEIM NURSING HOME 
TEL (0427) 668175 


LANCASTER HOUSE 
TEL (0427) 668781 


NURSING THE ELDERLY 
PHYSICALLY DISABLED ADULTS 
CONVALESCENCE ¢ GENERAL NURSING 
PRIVATE, AND SOCIAL SERVICE 
RESIDENTS WELCOME 


OUR PRINCIPAL AIM IS TO PROVIDE A HOMELY 
ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVE TO PROMOTING INDIVIDUAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND INDEPENDENCE 


The Hemswell Centres are fully self sufficient. ¢ Adjacent amenities 
include - licensed Coffee Shop, Post Office, Supermarket, Community 
Centre, Doctor’s Surgery, Sunday Market, Antique Centre, Craft Centre, 
Fishing and Riding for the disabled. All homes offer the facilities that 
you would expect. 24 hr Nursing Care, Chiropody, Occupational 
Therapy, Physiotherapist, Hairdressing, Counselling, Respite Care & 
Rehabilitation, Day Care, Wheelchair Transportation & Minibus. 
Own furniture always welcome. 


CAENBY CORNER ESTATE, HEMSWELL CLIFF, GAINSBOROUGH 
(Just off the A631 to & from Gainsborough) 


Urban buses 


Infomnation Stalls 


Signed Singing 


Deaf Yoga 


Relaxation Classes 


Playscheme for Kids 


At the: 


HEARING CONCERN, 


081-893-4404 (Minicom) 


Travel information: 


Trains: Twickenham British Rail 


Wheelchair Accessible. 


CARLTON LTD. 


UK concessionaire for NLOFLAN 


The first manufacturer to build low floor accessible buses with over 
2000 in service. 


The widest range available from 2.3 metre wide to 18 metre length. 
ree The flexibility to listen and build to customer needs. 


For further information contact Chris Lavin Technical Director. 


assem lel: 0/09 700600 


A Guest Appearance from Paul Redfern on Thursday. 


There will be sign language and lipspeaker interpreters at the event. 
+ 


Free creche for deaf children, their brothers and sisters and 
children from deaf families (3 to 11 year olds). 


OCTOBER 27th, 28th, 29th FROM 10:00AM - 4:00PM. 


LARGE HALL, 


YORK HOUSE, 
r we RICHMOND ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM. 
x 
ay ORGANISATIONS INCLUDE: 
BDA, BT, CONNEVANS, DEAF WORKS, FOREST BOOKS, 


NATIONAL TINNITUS ASSOCIATION, 
RICHMOND LIBRARY SERVICES, 
SOUND ADVANTAGE & WEST MIDDLESEX HEARING AID DEPARTMENT. | 


If you have any queries please contact Rachel Carr- Hill on: 


Bus Routes: 


Fax: 0709 700007 


Carlton House, Euroway Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham, South Yorkshire S66 8QL. 
EUROWAY ESTATE e JUNCTION 1 © M18 MOTORWAY e ROTHERHAM 


Equipment Stalls 


Book Stalls 


Face Painting 


Videos 


Refreshments 


PLAYMIX, | 
SARABEC, 


RAID, SENSE, 


081-894-5544 (Voice) 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
i RICHMOND UPON THAMES 
H22, R68, 33, 90 


Budding writers are invited to 
write a short story entitled Kid- 
napped to celebrate the cente- 
nary of Robert Louis Stevenson. 
All entrants will receive a com- 
memorative £1 note issued by 
the Bank of Scotland, and the 
winner will receive a £500 | 
cheque. Entry forms from Kid- 
napped, David Thomas Chari- 
table Trust, PO Box 4, Nairn, 
Scotland IV12 4HU. Closing | 
date 20 January, 1995. 


Disability Agenda which was 
broadcast last March on BBC 
Select, the BBC’s specialist | 
night-time service, starts again — 


on 11 October from 4.45am on | 
BBC2. The series will be pre- 
sented by Julie Fernandez and 
will feature Professor Stephen | 
Hawking and disabled comedian 
Steady Eddy. 


Making music (above): Chil- 
dren with hearing impairments | 
enjoy a practical workshop with | 
Paul Whittaker, principal of the | 
charity Music and the Deaf. | 
The charity organises lectures, 
individual help, recitals and 
courses. Details from Music 
and the Deaf, The Brian Jack- 
son Centre, New North Parade, | 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire | 
HD1 5JP, tel: (0484) 425551. 


ease sMet Pace Tee 
HELP! 
PEM TE 


Do you use supported | 
employment methods, TSI | 
training or job coaches? 
Do you support people in 
work who have learning diffi- | 
culties? If so, Merit Employ- | 
ment Equity would like you | 
to take part in a survey. | 
Contact Deborah Steele, 
tel: (0442) 214421. 


To place an item in our 
Help column, send a £5 
cheque made payable 

_ to Disability Now, 
12 Park Crescent, 
London W1N 4EQ. 


MOVES | 


Richard Howitt, former co- 


ordinator of Waltham Forest | 


is now a 
European | 


Disability Centre, 
Member of the 
Parliament. 
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‘tions for Disabled and 
‘Elderly People) has been set 
up to advise the director-gen- 
‘eral of telecommunications on 
‘the needs and problems faced 
by disabled and elderly -tele- 
phone users. It produces a free 
information pack and annual 
report, and welcomes com- 
ments from DN readers on all 


ill, London 
el: 071-634 8770. 


EC4M__7JJ, 


Equal Value, Equal Care is a 
training pack on equal opportu- 
nities and anti-discrimination. 
£125, from the National Exten- 
sion College, 18 Brooklands 
Avenue, Cambridge CB2 2HN, 
tel: (0223) 316644. 


SANE, the charity for mental 
illness, is launching its SANE- 
LINE telephone helpline nation- 
wide with support from British 
Telecom. Callers will be able to 
get expert advice and coun- 
selling between 2pm and mid- 
night, daily. Tel: (0345) 67 8000. 


SOUTH 
EAST MIDLANDS 


KITCHEN AIDS V WHEELCHAIRS V RISER CHAIRS ¥ RAMPS < 


BATHLIFTS ¥ STAIRLIFTS ¥ SCOOTERS VY 


KEEP MOBILE 
WITH KEEP ABLE 


Y Largest showrooms in the country 

Y Advice from professionally qualified staff 
¥ Range of new and used models 

v Free no obligation home demonstration 


DON'T DELAY - CALL US TODAY 


WEST MIDLANDS 


KEEP/apie 


Making Mite easier 
¥ POWER CHAIRS v CUSHIONS V LIFTERS 


081 742 2181 
0933 679426 
0384 484544 
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powered wheelchair with many sophisticated 
features. It is designed to suit the needs of 
individuals who wish to be independent. 


Comfortable back and neck support 
+ 


Outstanding manoeuvrability 


+ 
Variable reclining seat; available manually or 


: “ : 


Designer Disabled Appliances Limited, Freepost WA1657, Widnes, Cheshire. WA8 6BR 


electrically 


+ 
Manual or electrically elevating 
footrests also available 


+ 
Low centre of gravity 


+ 
Stability and strenath 


SCILL (Sutton Centre for 
Independent Living and 
Learning) is a group managed 
by and for disabled people 
(aged 16-65). It offers training 
for employment, __ personal 
development, recreational pur- 
suits, a counselling service and 


educational opportunities. If 
you would like to join, contact 
Judy Wilkinson, 3 Robin Hood 
Lane, Sutton, Surrey SM1 
2RJ, tel: 081-770 4056, mini- 
com: 081-770 4058. 
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Disabled Living Centre Open House, equipment and informa- 
tion, 1 October, Leicester. Tel: (0533) 700515. 


Race and Disability, open day, 16 October, London. Paul Baden, 
Greater London Association of Disabled People, tel: 071-274 0107. 


Bereavement and Loss: Costs of Not Caring, seminar for employ- 
ers, 19 October, London, £75. Henrietta Ayoola, tel: 081-679 5481. 


Caring with Confidence, courses for carers of older people, 3, 
10, 17 and 24 October, Hull, £45. Tel: (0482) 676209. 


Access Europe, 27-28 October, Chester. Tel: (0244) 602498. 


You and the Ministry, training for disabled and able-bodied people, 
28-30 October, Ely, Cambridgeshire. Rev Geoff Lay, tel: (0480) 219207. 


Communication, Adulthood and Cerebral Palsy, meeting for 
speech therapists, 9 November, in London. Liz Pitts, tel: (0608) 642559. 


THE IMPROVED JAN HORACEK PUSHCHAIR FROM BOOSTER 


ALL THE SUPERB FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL JAN: 


* Adjustable seat dimensions ensuring comfort, support and the ability to ‘GROW’ 
with your child. 


° Wide range of tilt options - complete seat, backrest and footrest angles 


The Alexis is an elegant and stylish electrically 


tt Showroom displaying products to aid 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 

POSTCODE: 

For full inf on the ALEXIS and our new 2,000 sq 
telephone us on 051 420 3547. or fax us on 051 420 6107. 


independent ivng please retum this coupon FREEPOST to the above address, or alternatively, please 


on 


C. © 


individually adjustable. 
° Attractive appearance and wide range of accessories. 
° Easily reversed seat - faces backwards or forwards. 
°¢ Folds compactly for storage and transport. 


y AND NOW: 
° Better options for hip/trunk and thoracic support. 
© Lighter aluminium version available. 


© More automatic locking features - 
for ease of use and Safety. 


For more information about the Horacek Range, contact 
% Booster using the coupon below (postage is free) or call 


us on the following number: vey 0 4 8 4 n 6 4 3 4 4 4 


horacek 


fur 


Please send me full details of the Horacek buggy, plus the name of my local dealer. 


NAME ime. Rs Miss) 


ORGANISATION 


ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 


TEL DN10/94 


FREEPOST this coupon to: Booster, FREEPOST HF 2238, Huddersfield HD3 3LE. 


FORD TRANSIT 
CONVERSIONS 
AVAILABLE WITH 
AUTOMATIC LIFT, 
DOORS, HAND 
CONTROLS, ETC. 


DEMONSTRATION 
VEHICLES 
AVAILABLE. 


Sales Office: 

5 Badminton Close 
Bragbury End 
STEVENAGE 
Herts 

SG2 8SR 


FULLY LINED & TRIMMED HIGH 
QUALITY INTERIOR 4 TO 5 SEATS - 
1 TO 2 WHEELCHAIRS, REAR RAMP 

FITTED AS STANDARD. 


FULLY AUTOMATIC HYDRAULIC 
LIFT, FEATURING PUSH BUTTON 
CONTROL WITH POWER CLOSURE: 


& lmterbility 


Tel: 0438 747448 Fax: 0438 740794 


THE INDEPENDENT 
BY INTERBILITY 


FROM ONLY 


(£11095 


EX VAT & 
ROAD FUND LICENCE 


INCLUDES DELIVERY 
NUMBER PLATES 
FUEL ETC 


WHEELCHAIR 
RAMPS AND 
AUTOMATIC 
POWERED LIFTS 
SUPPLIED FOR 
MOST VEHICLES. 


OPTIONAL: FULLY EQUIPPED 
DAY VAN CON- 
VERSIONS BUILT 
TO INDIVIDUAL 
200Kg FROM £1625-00 SPECIFICATIONS 


125Kg FROM £1285-00 


Works: 
Cromer House 
1 Caxton Way 
STEVENAGE 

Herts 
SG1 2DF 
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FOR SALE 


LIBERTY 2 WHEELCHAIR, £1,000 
ono. Contact Mr D Thomas, tel: (0602) 
223422. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS runaround 
scooter, excellent condition, less than 100 
miles, £700 ono. Reply J Smith, 49 
Boyne Road, Sheldon, Birmingham B26 
2QP, tel: 021-743 0827. 


EL P C EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 


Specialising in: 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
_ Folding Wheelchairs 
* Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
Professionals 
* Home Demonstrations 
* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 
* Wheelchair Insurance 
* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 
Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 
yttory Phone for a Brochure or 
2#@—~|S Further Information: 
EPG eEvc Head Office 


WF Tel/Fax: 0252 547939 
nal EPC Regional Office 


Tel/Fax: 0203 422327 


A company run by the disabled - for the disabled! 


HELP WHEN YOU NEED IT! 


f 


* SIMPLE * SAFE * SUCCESSFUL 
An effective hand held sign for HELP 
at a breakdown, garages or any place 

where assistance is needed. 
Lightweight, only 30gms - 
WEATHERPROOF 
For more details contact:- 
JADE PROMOTIONS 
45 GOLDS BUSINESS PARK, 
ELSENHAM, HERTS CM22 6JX. 
0279 647296 


SEAT TERRA VISTA, J reg, 23,000 
miles, wheelchair space via ramp and 
winch, £4,495 ono. Tel: (0983) 527087. 


BATRICAR with charger, ten-years-old, 
£70. Also electric adjustable bed, cost 
£900, will accept £200. Tel: 061-439 
1735. 


LARK 4303, four-years-old, length 43in, 
width 23in, 14-mile range, in good 
working order, will dismantle to fit in car 


boot, £750 ono. Tel: (0235) 834623. 


DELUX SHOPRIDER TE889,__ two- 
years-old, hardly used, vgc, £1,100. Tel: 
(0923) 854681 Radlett, Hertfordshire. 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.6D, _five-years- 
old, average mileage, excellent condition, 
suitable for wheelchair passenger, £4,750 
ono. Tel: (0371) 820231 Essex. 


FORD ESCORT automatic with 
joystick steering, powered handbrake, 
electric seat’ positioning and full 
conversion, £2,695. Tel: (0707) 390041. 


The Lynx Hand Control 
The ONLY control that fits most 
automatics in only 5 minutes - 
removal takes seconds. Ideal for 
car hire or test driving. 
For total driving freedom 
call: Lynx Hand Controls Ltd, 
on 0695 573816 


ARE YOU A 
WHEELCHAIR USER? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver/carer? 


A Chairman Car from Gowrings means 
no more transferring, no more lifting, 
just travelling with the family whenever 
you choose, in comfort. 


for your full colour 
information pack. 


SS 
GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Tel: 0635 871502 


® WHEELCHAIRS 

® PART EXCH. WELCOME 
® FULLY GUARANTEED 
@ FREE BROCHURE PACK 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 


Phone FREE on 0800 132 334 
WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


FOR ALL YOUR CHAIR NEEDS: 
Power, Manual, Lightweight, New, Used, 
All Sizes and suitable for all Ages. Also 

Stairlifts, car conversions and 
~~, many other products. 
Advice from Professional 

/% Disabled People 

“always available. 


® 3 & 4 WHEEL SCOOTERS 

® QUALITY SECOND-HAND 

® AVAILABLE ON MOTABILITY 
® FROM HALF NORMAL PRICE 
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GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd 
Brentford. Tel: 081 569 8955 Fax: 081 560 5380 


Littlehampton. Tel: 0903 733528 Fax: 0903 733530 


TRICYCLE, adult, ladies, lightweight 
with gears. Tel: (0382) 344842 day or 
(0382) 644570 evening. 


LARK 4303 SCOOTER, three-wheeler, 
as new with extras, £650. Tel: (0932) 
222629 evening. 


CAR BOOT LIFT, unused, Ortho 
Kinetics, £175 ono, buyer collects. 
Tel: (0296) 688324. 

ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, _ Vitesse 


2000, dual control, two-years-old, new 
batteries, vgc, £1,000. Tel: 081-940 6942. 


ESCORT CHAIRMAN ’88, low mileage 


and lowering suspension. Tel: (0993) 
774711. 
INTERBILITY automatic wheelchair 


lift, vgc, £1,500. Tel: (0702) 610525. 


KERB CLIMBERS for Cruiser 2. Used 
once, £60. Tel: (0708) 471285. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER, never used, 
Sungift 300, £1,500. Also Lark, five- 
years-old, £300. Bereavement _ sale. 
Tel: 081-674 0698. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 


AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND ADVICE - ALL AREAS COVERED. 
TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 

SOUTH 081 343 3535 
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For a fast and efficient service call 


free 0500 340611 anytime. 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


POWERED WHEELCHAIR, as new, 
right-hand control, kerb riders, cost 
£1,750, offers. Tel: 081-549 3996 evening. 


SUNRISE MEDICAL SPRINT electric 
wheelchair with battery charger and kerb 
climbers, vgc, £600 ono. Tel: (0233) 
620166 Ashford, Kent. 


ELECTRIC ORTHO ARMCHAIR, 
lifts you up and puts you down, £100. 
Tel: (0707) 642207. 


WALKER/STROLLER with brakes, 
basket, seat and tray, £135 ono. Tel: 081- 
549 9272. 


LARK ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR by 
Ortho Kinetics, £800. Tel: (0932) 786881. 


CARTERS INVACARE lightweight 
wheelchair, good condition, cost £550, 
will accept £260. Also Elap double sliding, 
rotating passenger seat, seven-months-old, 
fits Orion Mkl, Escort MK3 and Fiesta 
Mk2, £250. Tel: (0895) 631119. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN converted 
for wheelchair passenger with rear air 
suspension. G reg, 45,000 miles, £6,500. 
Tel: (0962) 884610 Hampshire. 


MANGAR BATHLIFT and compressor, 
excellent working order, company 
guaranteed, first service free excluding 
parts, £300. Bereavement sale. 
Tel: (0344) 774623. 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 
purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. 


Stairlifts 


New and reconditioned 
for sale. 
All with a warranty. 
Renting available. 


Tel: 0455 840919 


Good prices paid for 
used stairlifts. 


CITY MOTOR SERVICES (CARDIFF) 


VEHICLE ADAPTATION SPECIALIST 
Conversion from hand controls 


ro 


to electric clutches for Petrol and Diesel 
Ramp, Hoist, Lift, Seat, etc. Supplied and Fitted 


@ 0222 482804 & 


POWERCHAIRS 


(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 


Nearly new, hardly used Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your individual problem. 


FREE ADVICE, DELIVERY, COLLECTION. 


ALL AREAS COVERED. 
Fully Guaranteed 
Ring Mr Gibbons free on 


0500 357 4965 


or 021-357 4965 anytime 


All major credit cards accepted 


| Classified lineage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space fer each comma or full stop and a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


L 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime tele 
12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a Particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


isability Now October 1994 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
phone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


(Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 
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VOLVO 340GL, ’87 push/pull controls} 
kit and indicator switch. As new, wasj 


£270, will accept £150 ono j 
Tel: (0908) 675497. 1 
ELSWICK ENVOY, excellen i 


condition, MOT, 1500 miles, infra-red} 
nine-way, offers invited. Tel: 081-743 S140 


SUNGIFT 400 four-wheel scooter, fou 
to 8mph, extended base, front bumper,| 
flashing beacon, includes __ battery) 
charger. As new, cost £3,200 will accept} 
£1,600. Tel: (0227) 464217 Kent. ; 
i 
STANNAH TRIAD three in __ one; 
personal convenience. Tucks into al 
corner anywhere, cream coloured, vege, 
£350 ono. Tel: 061-226 5215. | 


LARK CLASSIC folding power 
wheelchair, hardly used, six-months-old,} 
still under guarantee, £1,500 ono. 
Tel: (0403) 270261. | 


ELECTRIC LIFT/RECLINE CHAIR, 


pink draylon, two-years-old, £350. 
Tel: (Norwich) 261174. 
SUZUKI VITARAJLX JEEP, 


i 


J reg, automatic with hand controls.) 
Many extras including flared arches,| 
alloy wheels, nudge bars ete. 
Excellent condition, full service history,| 
must be seen, £8,495 ono. Tel: (0734) 
733006 or (0344) 306026 Finchampstead, 
Berkshire. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: } 
(0460) 61157. 


FOREST INDEPENDENCE 
& 0594 542126 a 


POWER/MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 
SCOOTERS NEW/SECONDHAND 
HIRE SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Special Safety Bed and Cots 


Custom made for individual older 
children/adults. Any Length, Depth 
inside. Width or height. 
Removeable or drop side, 
Mattresses to fit, (Bumpers to fit if 
needed). Finished to a high 
standard in beautiful Canadian pine. 
Very Strong. For information pack 
and free quote, tel: 0993 842885. 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise-|\ 
ments it prints and all readers are |\ 
advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 


G Accessible 
Adam Price “viii 
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF USED 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


Access conversions to your 
existing vehicle 


Passenger use conversions (windows 
trim and seating) to used vans. 


We sell and buy used vehicles. 
Tel: Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779. 


— CYCLE FOR 
N 
We" HEALTH & FUN 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS ... 

. and make a big impression 
Small ads in DN reach over 
80,000 people for just £3 a 
line. All small ads must be 


paid for in advance. 


If you want to advertise, 


please use the form on the 
left. Send it w 
DN, address p2. 


ith a cheque to 


I FOR SALE cont 

| VAUXHALL ASTRA CHAIRMAN, 
j, auto, E reg, blue, 25,000 miles with low- 
j ering suspension for wheelchair access. 


| Excellent condition, £6,000 ono. 
| Tel: 081-684 4902 Surrey. 


||) VESSA ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, 
| battery operated charger, joystick control, 
| excellent condition, £700. Tel: (0273) 
|) 844516 evening. 


| SHANNING MOBILITY SPA collec- 
tion controller chair. High-back winged 
chair, small arms and lap strap, lumber 
|) support and foot block, green. Cost £631, 
) will take £250. Tel: (0734) 723631. 


GERTON PARAGON 8000 BED with 
extras, £2,700. Carter fully-reclining 
wheelchair, £430. Oxford Isis bath sling 
| hoist, £400. Heavy duty equipment stand, 
» £250. Four-wheel commode chair, £150 
plus other items. Tel: 081-671 6036. 


{ BEC STIRLING SCOOTER, £1,200. 
| Tel: (0432) 344736. 


» MEYLAND CAR LIFT for transfer of 
‘disabled person from a wheelchair to 
) front seat of a car. Approximately three- 
years-old, £500. Tel: (0422) 366398. 


) SPORTSTER three-wheel scooter, does 
(40 miles without recharging, vgc, punc- 
ture proof tyres, battery charger, new 
batteries, hazard blinkers. Cost £4,000 
new, bargain at £1,000. Can deliver 
(locally in Middlesbrough area. Tel: 
| (0642) 246445 or (0642) 592099. 


'HEMCO LIFT AND RECLINE electric 


chair in avocado draylon. Still under war- 
‘tanty, £550. Also, Wellcross gel pressure 
‘eushion, £50. Tel: (0623) 514748. 


: 


ADJUSTAMATIC SINGLE BED, 
678 ono. Three-wheel bike, good condi- 
jon, offers invited. Also, I am looking 
for an engineer to build a bike for 
a wheelchair user. Contact Chris, 
el: (0502) 478118 Halesworth, Suffolk. 


POIRIER POSITELEC reclining elec- 
tric wheelchair, hardly used. Cost £3,000 
ew, will sell for £1,500. Tel: (0865) 
58474 Oxford. 


ROTALKER with mount, £300 
no. Contact P Ward, tel: (0376) 570208. 


ORD TRANSIT MINIBUS 2L, F 
eg, MOT, taxed, Ratcliffe lift, two 
Wheelchair clamps, £2,400 ono. 
el: (0946) 691354 evening, Cumbria. 


WHEELCHAIR Bowlers Bradshaw 
Bowls Buggy, two-years-old, for play in 
the garden or indoors, excellent condition 
with its own transporter. Cost over 
£1,000 new, now only £575. Tel: (0252) 
629465 Fleet, Hampshire. 


| PROPERTY FOR SALE 


ROCHESTER, KENT. Three bedroom 
terraced house, double glazing, GCH, 
extension (bedroom), large bathroom, 
Tamps back and front, all adapted for a 
disabled person, off-road __ parking, 
£53,995. Tel: (0634) 848719. 


OUR BEDROOM detached family 
house. GCH, double glazing, suitable for 
disabled/elderly person, lift to large bed- 
oom with en-suite WC, large work- 
shops/ garage, secluded gardens, 
property mid-Norfolk, 
149,950. Tel: (0603) 881133. 


WOLLATON, NOTTINGHAM 
4 bed semi in res. location. All rooms wheelchair 
accessible. Wessex medical lift. Back and front 
Specially adapted. Small swimming pool. Corner 
bath, shower cubicle with chair facilities. Electric 

storage heaters. Downstairs W.C. 

Price: £59,995. Tel: G.A. Property Services on 
0602 417417 for immediate inspection. 


Disability Now 1s not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it prints 
and all readers are advised to check claims 
with the advdertisers before relying on them. 


PROPERTY FOR RENT 


ADAPTED BUNGALOW, _ fully 
Wheelchair accessible, quiet area of Read- 
ing. Tel: (0628) 788602. 


~ WANTED 


GREECE. Enthusiastic OT/carer for 
right, four-year-old girl with moderate 
ithetoid cp (only child) for Athens in 
winter and Chios Island in summer. 
nterested? Contact Mary Morlando, 
el: 081-567 8704. 


3 DAY CARE MANAGEMENT COURSE 


Waltham Forest Social Services Department is wanting to provide detailed care 
management training for staff. They have previously received four days training 
on assessment and care management. This course will focus on enabling 
staff to develop practical skills in areas such as specifying, contracting and 
negotiating with providers at the level of individual care planning. The training 
must be delivered within the context of maximising service user participation 
and be presented within the framework of disability equality. It must specifically 
address the needs of the local black communities. 

We would like to start training in January 1995. 

The closing date is: Midday Friday 21st October 1994. 

The interview date will be provisionally 31st October 1994. 


For an application and information pack, please contact Steve Medhurst, 
THE LONDON BoRouGH or Senior Training Officer, London Borough of 
—~ axy ii €6 YS -—SWWailtham Forest, Social Services Department, 


Waltham Education Centre, ‘B’ Block, Queens Road, 


%_) Forest 


help with making presentations. 


throughout the course. 


For Personal ads please 
send a cheque or postal 
order for £3 payable to 
Disability Now with your 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


To reply to a Personal ad indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 


Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to DN, address on page 2. 


ROBERT, SINGLE, SINCERE, 39, 
own home, slightly disabled, non-smoker, 
GSOH, enjoys cinema and music, lives 
in Northern Ireland, seeks genuine able- 
bodied/disabled lady, 34-38, from any 
area for companionship/eventual mar- 
riage. Box No. 734. 


CHRISTIAN LADY, 38, rheumatoid 
arthritis and no sight, seeks a fun-loving 
and mobile male for friendship and com- 
pany. This zany lady enjoys music, com- 
puting, live theatre and travel. Own 
home in rural North Devon. If distance 
is a problem, how about becoming a pen- 
pal? Box No. 735. 


GUY WITH LONG BLOND HAIR, 
wheelchair user due to  Friedreich’s 
Ataxia, 27, into rock music (Def Lep- 
pard, Nirvana, Bryan Adams) would like 
to hear from females with similar music 
tastes. Lincolnshire area. Will reply to 
all. Box No. 736. 


ABLE-BODIED ASIAN MALE, 47, 
divorced, Christian, graduate, profes- 
sional, car, seeks able-bodied or slightly 
disabled lady for long-lasting relation- 
ship. Box No. 737. 


MALE, 33, in north Cambridge, uses 
walking stick - recovering from 
stroke/car accident in 1988, wishes to 
meet female, similar mobility or fit, of 
similar age. Box No. 738. 


GAY, CREATIVE and living in Suffolk 
would like to meet similar male, 18-40, 
with/without a disability, for indoor enter- 
tainment and out (depending on the 
weather). Must have a GSOH, and being 
sincere, positive and broadminded would 
be a bonus. I do have a disability, but oth- 
erwise healthy. Looking forward to hearing 
from you ... Box No. 739. 


MALE, 31, working and own home, 
seeks female, 25-35, to enjoy life and for 
TLC. I do have cp but lead a “normal” 
life. Widnes. Box No. 740. 


FREE BUSINESS COURSE 
FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


If you are disabled and are: aiming to start your own business; 
writing a business plan; interested in funding and grants; thinking about joining a 
homeworking scheme or worried about self employment and disability benefit, then 
URBED Enterprise Development can help. URBED in conjunction with CILNTEC will be 
running a 15 day business start-up course designed to help you run your own business. 


URBED will provide help with: writing a business plan; financial planning; advice on raising 
finance, marketing and selling techniques; interpersonal skills; individual counselling and 


The training venue is fully equipped to meet the needs of people with all types of disability. 
An induction loop and minicom are available with a sign language interpreter present 


The business course starts in November 1994 with the training taking place in central 
London. Numbers are limited, so to reserve your place and for an information pack contact 
Brenda Gorman, Training Administrator, URBED Enterprise Development, 
3 Stamford Street, London SE1. Tel: 071 401 2099 (voice and minicom). 


PERSONAL 


Walthamstow, London E17 8QS 
WE ARE COMMITTED TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


urbed 


EON TOE R P RS 
DEVELOPMENT 


PEACE ACTIVIST, disabled civil rights 
group supporter and ex-carer, female, 34, 
wants penfriends anywhere. Box No. 741. 


MATURE ENGLISH company director, 
37, happily married to a lady with a dis- 
ability which prevents sexual relations, 
seeks empathetic female companionship, 
perhaps with reciprical relationship. 
Based in London NW6. Working in Lon- 
don W1. Box No. 742. 


SLIGHTLY DISABLED MALE grad- 
uate, mid-thirties, seeks relationship with 
female 25+. Based in northern England. 
Box No. 743. 


PLUMP, CELTIC-MINDED female 
hippie, 23, wheelchair user, seeks male, 23- 
30, for friendship/possible relationship. 
Must have wicked sense of humour, 
believe in peace and love, and have gen- 
uine respect for the earth and a passion for 
Irish music. If you like a good laugh, drop 
me a line enclosing a bean burger. South 
Yorkshire/Nottinghamshire. Box No. 744. 


STEVE, 38, TALL, BLONDE, quite 
attractive, disabled by polio, enjoys 
travel, the arts, food, drink, sports and 
meeting people, would like to meet 
happy female for friendship and possible 
relationship. Box No. 745. 


TETRAPLEGIC WOMAN, 31, _ seeks 
loving, independent paraplegic, slightly dis- 
abled male, 30-45, for relationship and family 
in mind. I have everything but happiness. 
A challenge to be met! Box No. 746. 


MALE, 53, SLIM BUILD, walks with 
crutches, many interests, has lots of TLC 
to lavish on the right young lady - some- 
one who is caring, genuine and looking 
for  friendship/possible __ relationship. 
Able-bodied or disabled. Box No. 747. 


FEMALE, 32, with learning difficulties 
seeks a male companion. Able-bodied but 
needs support with everyday living. Inter- 
ests include going to discos, listening to 
pop music and socialising. Box No. 748. 


MALE, 36, with slight disability, would 
like to meet female 30+. Photo please. 
West Yorkshire area. Box No. 749. 


MALE, 52, with cp, kind, caring, under- 
standing, GSOH, dislikes pubs and loud 
music, likes home life with odd days out to 
places of interest, seeks lady, 40-55, for 
friendship/ possibly romance. Why not sur- 
prise me and write to me at Box No. 750? 


There is a short waiting list for Personal 
ads. Do not worry if your advert is not in 


immediately, it will probably appear next 
month. 
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SUPPORT SERVICES 


PERSONNEL OFFICER 


The Corporate Personnel Unit is responsible for defining and 
recommending policy options and strategies for personnel services 
which support Council objectives. The unit ensures compliance with 
legal obligations, professional standards and the Council’s values, 
policies and priorities. 

In this post, as part of a small team, you will develop and review 
policies and procedures across the full breadth of the Human Resources 
function. In particular you will contribute to the preparation of the 
Council’s workforce for unitary status and the Personnel function for 
Compulsory Competitive Tendering. 


As well as broad practical Personnel Management experience you will be: 

* a graduate member of the IPD, or have a relevant equivalent 
qualification; 

* able to demonstrate a broad understanding of strategic personnel 
issues; 

* capable of critical analysis of existing policies and policy options. 

You must possess good oral and written communication skills as report 

writing and presentations will form a significant part of the job. 

Benefits include a contributory pension scheme, relocation package, 

excellent leave entitlement and flexible working hours. 

Application forms, job descriptions and person 

specifications for the above posts are available 

from the Resources Section, Directorate of Support 

Services, Civic Centre, Southampton, $014 7LL. 

Telephone (0703) 832847. Answerphone out of 

office hours. 


Closing Date: 28th October 1994. 


THIS JOB IS OPEN TO JOB SHARE. 

WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE APPLICATIONS FROM BLACK AND ETHNIC MINORITY PEOPLE, WOMEN 
AND DISABLED PEOPLE TO ALL POSTS AND REQUIRE ALL OUR EMPLOYEES TO BE COMMITTED TO 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES. 
ALL APPLICATIONS ARE JUDGED SOLELY ON THEIR MERITS, REGARDLESS OF RACE, GENDER, 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR MARITAL STATUS. 
DISABLED PEOPLE ARE UNDERREPRESENTED IN THE COUNCIL'S WORKFORCE. 
DISABLED PEOPLE WHO MEET THE CRITERIA OF THE POSITION SPECIFIED WILL BE 

SHORTLISTED AND INTERVIEWED BEFORE NON-DISABLED CANDIDATES. 


SOUTHAMPTON 
CITY COUNCIL 


Haringey Disabilities Consortium is seeking to 
employ a disabled person to become its full time 
co-ordinator, whose main responsibility will be 
managing a staff team of 6 and running an efficient 
office. Duties will also include: 


— Liaising with service providers 


~ Co-ordinating the representation of disabled people in Haringey. 
— Managing HDC budget. 
30 hrs per week Salary NJC PO1 PT 33 


We are currently undergoing a review and hope to complete it by mid 
October. The personal specification and job description for this post will 
then be finalised, which we will send out along with an application form. 


If you are interested in this post please provide HDC with your name and 
address by 7/11/94 stating whether you want details in print, braille or 
tape to: Rena Allicock, Administrator, Haringey Disabilities Consortium, 
551B High Road, Tottenham N17 6SB. 


Haringey Disabilities Consortium is striving to be an equal opportunities employer 
and positively encourages applicants from all sections of the community. 


HOLIDAYS 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“1992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting 
with superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood 
burning stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (0208) 850277 or 850617. 


PAvonbridse 
TOURING CARAVAN HOLIDAYS 


New or used caravans converted for 
the less abled. For more details about 
altering your own caravan, or buying or 


hiring, please contact:- 


Mike Bridgeman 
Avonbridge Specialist Conversions 
The Old Foundry, Stuckton 
FORDINGBRIDGE SP6 2HG 
(0425) 654353 


SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS, STRATHSPEY 
Newly renovated period cottage of exceptional 
charm, sleeps 5 in 3 bedrooms. Tourist board 5 
crowns highly commended, with assisted 
wheelchair access throughout. Enclosed garden, 
pinewoods setting in a quiet village. Detailed 
specifications and local access guide available. 
Tel: 0381-620802 or 0479 821642. 


“Hacienda-el-Miguel” the 
Costa Blanca. Disabled 
>) Friendly Holiday Apartment 


available. Ring or write soon 
to avoid disappointment. Mick Benford, 
Holiben, 6 Chaston Place, Kettering, 
Northants NN16 9TF. Tel: (0536) 523591. 


Llandeilo, West Wales. 3 comfortable well 
equipped cottages specially for disabled people 
and their families. Overlooked by 12th century 
castle and over-run by deer. Each cottage sleeps 
4. Central heating, CTV, laundry, fitness room. 
Large orchard and a very warm welcome. Open 
all year, short breaks available.Tel: Catherine 
McLoughlin (0558) 823059 for brochure. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 0598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


DRUMDELGIE HOUSE AND COTTAGES BY 
HUNTLY IN BEAUTIFUL GRAMPIAN. SUPERB 
VIEWS OVER STRATHBOGIE ON BOTH CASTLE 
AND WHISKY TRAILS. ONE COTTAGE FULLY 
ADAPTED FOR WHEELCHAIR USE. SERVICED 
OR SELF-CATERING, EVE MEALS, LICENSED, 
SCOTTISH TOURIST BOARD 4 CROWN 
COMMENDED. BROCHURE (0466) 87368. 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on og moorland, between Pateley 

Grassington. Beautiful views. 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. 
Fully adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


Bridge an 

Sleeps up to 5. Comfortable, well- 

equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 
Phone: (0423) 711747. 
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Disability Now 
Subscription Rates 


Individual at home address: 
one year, £10, two years, £19. 


Organisations /authorities: 
one year, £15, two years, £29. 
Overseas: one year, £20. 
Multiple copies: 2 copies £24; 
3 copies £36; 4 copies £48; 

5 copies £60; 6-9 copies £72; 
10-50 copies £100; 51-100 
copies £125. One year only. 


PERSONAL 


In A Crisis 


Helplessness ¢ Anxiety 
Anger e Sadness ¢ Hurt ¢ 
Fear ¢ Despair ¢ 


It does help to talk about it. 
Please Phone, Visit or Write. 


‘The 


Any Time, Anywhere. 
We're in the phone book. 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled. 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship. 
Mutual Essential Links, 1 Weir Street, 
Northwich, Cheshire CW9 5HL. 
Tel: 0606 49093 (24hrs). 


NID, 
EP CD wee 


OM oe: 
For people with disabilities. 
Be assertive and join Handidate. 
Able-bodied welcome 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 
Telephone: (0473) 226950. 


MOTOR INSURANCE 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of 
vehicles converted to carry 
wheelchair passengers. 


Substantial premium savings 
up to 30% possible. 


For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE SERVICES 
(REGISTERED BROKERS), 
15 HOLYROOD STREET, 
CHARD TA20 2AH. 
0460 61373/62148 


SERVICES 


THE BRITISH JIGSAW PUZZLE LIBRARY 
Established 1933 


The finest craftsman-cut wooden 
jigsaws in a wide variety of cuts and 
sizes on loan by post to subscribers. 

S.A.E. for details to: 
The Library Secretary, 
British Jigsaw Puzzle Library, 

8 Heath Terrace, Leamington Spa, 

Warwickshire CV32 5LY. 
Telephone: (0926) 311874. 


AMPUTEE WIDOWER offers accom- 
modation modified for disabled living to 
a compatible person (either sex) on a cost 
share basis. Contact PO Box 58, Welsh- 
pool, Powys, Wales SY2 7AA. 


WANTED 


CARTERS C750 master hoist and 
traverse unit. Tel: (0472) 276095 Grimsby. 


VERSA TRAINER exercise machine. 
Tel: (0536) 402588. 


FREE TO GOOD HOME 


ELAP ROTATING passenger seat to fit 
Nissan Sunny 1.4 pre-April 1991. (Will fit 
other cars with manufacturer’s exchange 
base unit.) Good condition, new owner 
must collect. Tel: (0603) 412060. 


—-———— = litte | 


ADMINISTRATOR 
—_c £13,000 + benefits + 28 days holiday _ 


The Research Institute for Consumer Affairs is a 
small charity, set up by Consumers’ Association, 
which carries out research and testing of goods and 
services for elderly and disabled people. 


We need an experienced Administrator to look after 
our busy office. You need to be well organised, able 
to work on your own and under pressure at times. 
You will be responsible for a range of office and 
secretarial tasks. These include regular telephone 
work, dealing with correspondence and developing 
and maintaining computer databases and filing 
systems. Other key tasks include liaison with 
Trustees, the administration of Board and other 
meetings, minute taking, dealing with accounts and, 
not least, providing general support for our research 
team. Any necessary training will be given. 


Reflecting RICA’s work, only people with a disability 
will be considered for this post. 


Please send a CV or letter to RICA, 
2 Marylebone Road, London NW1 4DF 071 935 2460 


C= Eee es Sk S| Ce ee a ot an ok meee an 
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SOCIAL SERVICES 


Planning and Development 
Officer (Disability) 


£22,515 - £24,768 
Temporary Two Year Contract 
SOUTHAMPTON 


We are seeking to recruit a person who jointly, with operational managers 
from Health and Social Services, will develop and promote services for 
disabled people living in Southampton and south west Hampshire. 


You will work closely with users, carers and voluntary organisations in 
examining need, planning future services and implementing local joint 
strategies. 


Three years’ experience at a management level is essential together with 
experience of working directly with people who are disabled, managing 
a budget and setting up and monitoring projects. We would welcome 
applications from disabled people. 


For an informal discussion contact Patricia Lane, Area Manager, on 
0962 847275. 


For an application form contact Personnel Department, 
Southampton West Area Office on 0703 785189 
(Answerphone), quoting reference SW100. Closing date: 
24th October 1994. 


IN PROMOTING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, WE WELCOME 
APPLICATIONS FROM ALL SECTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY. 


ey Hampshire 


GEOL SINUS TY, OPUS INGE Aaa ie 


Project Leader 


Ref: SK1 
Day Support Project for Adults with Physical Disabilities 


Salary: £14,319 - £15,288 


This well established service provides day support to approx 50 
people with a disability living in rural communities around Cambridge. 
Following the recent retirement of the popular postholder, we are 
seeking a new Project Leader to help develop the service in response to 
the challenges of the Community Care Act. You will be responsible for 
the management of the small but committed staff group who are 
actively considering new ways of delivering the service so as to make it 
more responsive to individual need. 


There is an urgent need to raise the profile of the project and in this 
Way promote a more general equality of access to service provision for 
disabled people, "particularly those who are younger with physical 
disabilities". Applicants with a disability would have valuable experience 
to bring to this post. 


For further information call Alan Kent, Day Services Manager 
on (0223) 311211. 


Application forms available from Personnel, Sccial Services, 
Cambridge Professional Development Centre, Foster Road, 
Trumpington, Cambridge CB2 2NL. Tel: (0223) 576350 (24 hour 
line). Closing date for applications: 27th October 1994. 


Please note: the County Council operates a No-Smoking 
policy. 


Cambridgeshire 
County Council 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


WFAPD (Waltham Forest Association — 

of People with Disabilities) wish to recruit GAVE 

the following posts: be = 
LYN, 


Pe e 
wee sith 


Independent Living Worker 
salary £17,028 (SO1.29 + OLW) for a 36 hour week 


This project will offer advice and support, and provide information and training to 
enable disabled people to live independently in the community. 


You will work with disabled people from the whole community to develop flexible 
independent living options. You will work with disabled people to set up a 
support group for people who use a high level of personal assistance in 
everyday living. 


An understanding of independent living as a disability rights issue and a 
commitment to promoting choice and control for disabled people is essential. 
This post is only open to disabled people. 


Self Advocacy Worker 
salary £8,514 (SO1.29 + OLW) for 18 hours a week 


This project will promote the concept of self advocacy as a disability rights issue. 


You will be responsible for setting up training courses and also self advocacy 
groups. You will be working with people with all disabilities and across all 
communities. You will work towards setting up a self advocacy forum in 
Waltham Forest and developing an information bank. You will be responsible 
for preparing funding applications to resource future training courses. 


A commitment to empowering and supporting disabled people to be their own 
advocate is essential. This post is only open to disabled people. 


Closing date for applications for both posts: Friday 28th October 1994. 


For an information pack and application form, please contact: WFAPD, 
1a Warner Road, Walthamstow, London, E17 7DY. Tel: 081 509 0812 
(voice and minicom). Please state which post you are applying for and if 
you require information on tape. The WFAPD office is accessible. 


The City Council wants to employ more disabled people, therefore 
applications for the following post will only be accepted from people 
with disabilities. 

Applicants who would like further information or help in completing 
the application form are very welcome to use the Joblink service by 
contacting Sylvia Coles. TEL: (0602) 483500 ext 4516. 


Policy Officer 


@ eofe, @ 
(Disabilities) 
THIS POST IS RESERVED FOR DISABLED APPLICANTS ONLY 
Scale SO1 £15,903 - £16,962 pa 


We are looking for an enthusiastic person to assist in the monitoring, co-ordinating and 
developing of the City Council’s policy on equality of opportunity in respect of service 
provision and to assist departments with policy development with a specialist responsibility 
for disability issues. 

Applicants must have: 
¢ Experience of working with disabled people in a paid or unpaid capacity. : 
¢ An awareness and understanding of a broad range of disabilities issues and disability — 

legislation. 
¢ Proven organisational and effective communication skills. 
¢ The ability to establish constructive links with community disability groups. 


ALL APPLICANTS PLEASE NOTE: 

As from 1° January 1994 smoking is no longer permitted in council buildings or vehicles. 

Application forms and further details available from the Personnel Manager, Chief 
Executive's Department, The Guildhall, Nottingham NG] 4BT. TEL: (0602) 350700. 
Minicom service office hours only. Answerphone after office hours. Please note CVs cannot 
be accepted. 

Please quote Ref. CX/4612 on all correspondence and enquiries. 

CLOSING DATE: Noon, 17 October 1994. 


st leu, ‘Job Share’ applicants will also be considered from those who wish to 
EVV jobshare with another person. 


S 
SAW 


BELGRADE THEATRE, COVENTRY 


ASSISTANT TO THE CO-ORDINATOR OF COVENTRY ARTS ALIVE 
A one-year apprenticeship for a disabled person 


This apprenticeship is being set up by the Belgrade Theatre in conjunction 
with the Arts Council Apprenticeship Scheme. The apprenticeship runs: 
for 12 months full-time with a wage of £9,500 per annum. 


The apprentice will be based at the Belgrade Theatre in the Community 
Department where they will be trained in the necessary skills to 
undertake the task of Assistant to the Co-ordinator of this major city 
festival in Coventry. The work is primarily administrative. Subject to 
satisfactory progress, the apprentice will transfer to full-time 
employment at the end of the apprenticeship. 


This post is open to disabled people only. 


For further details and an application form, please send an A4 SAE to 
Jane Hytch, Joint Artistic Director, Belgrade Theatre, Belgrade Square, 
Coventry CV1 1GS or telephone 0203-256431 ext 216 stating whether 
you require information in standard or large print type, or Braille. 
Minicom line opens Monday, 19 September telephone 0203-225834. 


The closing date is Monday, 24 October. 


The Belgrade Theatre is an Equal Opportunities Employer and will work to ensure 
that all relevant access needs are met in order to employ disabled people. 
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TEMPORARY ASSISTANT 
TO THE OVERSEAS 
DISABILITY ADVISOR 


1 year post — 3 days p.w. 
Vauxhall £9,329 p.a. 
This post will support the Overseas Disability Advisor in policy 
development relating to overseas disability work. SCF has disability- 
related programmes in 24 countries and a key task is to analyse and 

document SCF's work in this area fora-wider audience.To provide 
assistance to the Disability Advisor you will. need excellent WP skills 
(WordPerfect 5.1), an ability to research and edit information within 
deadlines, good personal organisational skills and a knowledge of 
disability issues. 

For a job description and application:form, please contact: Jackie 
Denton, Personnel Department, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London SE5 
8RD. Tel: 071-703 5400 ext 2375. 

Closing date: 14 October 1994. 

SCF aims to be an equal opportunities employer. G 


75th Birthday 


Save the Children 


@ Working for a better world for children 


THE 
@ssin 
ly BANK 


@ CENTRE 


Temporary 


Exhibition Manager 
- Dialogue in the Dark 


The South Bank Centre is Europe’s largest 
centre for the arts and provides diversity and 
excellence in its programme of events. In 
association with the RNIB, we will be presenting 
the only British showing of Dialogue in the 
Dark, an extraordinary installation already seen 
in 15 major European cities, which allows visitors 
to sense something of the experiences of being 
blind. 


We now seek to recruit an enthusiastic 
Exhibition Manager who will have day to day 
responsibility for the smooth running of the 
installation during its six week duration (probably 
8th April-21st May 1995). Your responsibilities 
will include recruiting and managing a team of 
guides who are visually impaired, planning the 
rosters and ensuring that the quality of each visit 
to the installation is of the highest standard. 


Applicants for this demanding and exciting role 
should have previous experience of managing 
staff and working with visually impaired people. 
You should also bring commitment, sensitivity 
and flexibility to the project, together with 
experience of planning and implementing the 
staffing arrangements for a new project and 
dealing with the general public. 


Hours of work are likely to be 9.30am to 6.30pm, 
Tuesday to Sunday. You should also be available 
to work on an occasional basis prior to the 
opening. You will be paid £8.00 per hour, plus 
enhanced rates for weekend working. 


For further information and an application form, 
contact Maria Hatton, Personnel Department, 
Royal Festival Hall, Belvedere Road, London 
SE1 8XX, or telephone 071-921 0659. Please 
state whether you prefer print, braille, tape or 
floppy disk. 


Closing date for return of completed applications 
is Monday 17th October 1994. 


The South Bank Board welcomes applications from all sections 
of the Community regardless of race, colour, ethnic or national 
origins, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientations, disability or 
religious beliefs. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES /COURSES 
please contact the 
Advertisement Direc- 
tor, Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 


12 Dock Offices, 

Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 
Tel: 071-252 1362 
Fax: 071-237 8019 


Deadlines for November 
issue: booking by 14 Octo- 
ber, camera ready artwork/ 
copy by 18 October. 


| CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 


ACROSS: 1. Routine 

5. Abet 8. Slapdash 9. Paté 
11. Indiana Jones 12. Ego 
13. Node 14. Wounded 

15. Evil 18. Emmerdale 

20. Spartan 21. Tap 


DOWN: 1. Respite care 

2. Up and Down 3. Indian 
Summer 4. Ensnared 

6. Brian 7. Trees 

9. Pounded 10. Tendril 
16. Vast 17. Leap 19. Era 


TRIVIA QUIZ 


ANSWERS 
1. Ned Kelly 2. Letitia 
Dean 3. Desmond Morris 


4. New Guinea 5. Ella 
Fitzgerald 6. St Denis 
7. Joan Plowright 

8. Gower Peninsula 

9. Jack Nicklaus 

10. Siamese 


pert ee 


] Disability Now 


FREE 


‘New Orange 
Badge’ holder or 
DN key ring when 

you subscribe 
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The following two posts could be combined to one 0.9 post: 


Part-time (0.4) Community Education 
Disability Training Officer (oxo 10 
£14,241 - £18,711 pro-rata (INC 2, Devon Scale 10-18) 


The Community Education service seeks a trainer with experience of creating 
and delivering successful training programmes in relation to disability. 
The postholder will develop appropriate training opportunities to help full-time, 
part-time and voluntary staff to involve disabled people in adult education, youth 
work and family/children's work. 


Applications from disabled people are particularly encouraged. 


Part-time (0.5) Integrated Playschemes 
Development Worker (oxno11) 
£15,915 pro-rata - Temporary Contract for 2 years 


The Community Education service seeks a person with experience of integrating 
children with disabilities into playschemes to promote and develop integrated 
schemes around Devon. Working in conjunction with a recently established 
inter-agency steering group, the officer will oversee the production of information 
for playworkers and establish appropriate training opportunities as well as helping 
to pilot local integrated work. * 

For an informal talk about either post, please contact Philip Douch on 
(0392) 410279. 


Application forms and job description are available from and returnable to 
Departmental Support Services, Education Department, Room 137, County 
Hall, Exeter EX2 4QG, please quote box no when telephoning (0392) 382328. 


Closing date: 12 October 1994. Interviews will be held on 20 October 1994. 


FADEVON 


COUNTY COUNCIL yess 
Cea 


An Equal Opportunities Employer 


Tyneside Housing Aid Limited 


Leading the fight against homelessness 
requires 
HOUSING ADVISOR - Salary SO.1. scp pts 29 - 31 currently £15,903 - £16,962 


To commence early January 1995. 


To provide independent housing advice to the homeless and badly housed in the North 
East. The successful candidate will carry a sizeable caseload and will be active in the 
agency’s exciting development programme scheduled for 1995. Essential skills include 
knowledge of housing issues and legislation, and experience in housing advice work. 
Application pack from Tyneside Housing Aid Centre Limited, 1 Charlotte Square, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4XF. Telephone No. 091 2323778. 


THAC is committed to equal opportunities. We regret the office is not wheelchair accessible. 
Closing date: 7th October 1994. 


Shelters representative in the North East. 
Registered Charity No. 1022429 
Company No. 1864737 


GET ON , 
THE RIGHT ! 
ROAD 


with the campaigning 
newspaper for disabled 
people, parents and carers. j 
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Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park i 
| Crescent, FREEPOST 17, London W1E 

' 3HU. Cheques should be made payable to 
‘Disability Now. 

| ONLY IL 
: 10 for 
1 Company & and multiple £10 


copy rates are available * RA SIls5 5 
on request. 


For credit card payments, 
tel: 071-383 4575 
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Speed star: Nicola Jarvis wins the 400m —_ GRaHam Bool PHOTOGRAPHY 


OFFERING 


| = W/ 


Ty? =a 
ya ' che 
Introducing the most luxurious, and most 
versatile wheelchair on the market today. 
Meyra means superior quality, excellent 
performance and total reliability. 
Without any doubt, a Meyra Genius could 
be compared to a Mercedes - and is 
manufactured to stringent standards for 
complete satisfaction. 


Triple triumph for Cruice 


Esther Cruice won a hat-trick 
of national titles at the 1994 
British Sports Association for 
the Disabled’s Senior Athletics 
Championships at Hull in 
August. 

The Paralympic gold medal- 
ist was in outstanding form, 
winning the 100m, 200m and 
400m group ten races. 

“IT expected to win a couple 
of races but winning them all 
was a real bonus,” said Cruice. 


MEYRA GENIUS 


Frm 


- Unsurpassed levels : 


of luxury. 


- Superb performance. 


¢ High standards of 
specification. 


¢ Fold away design. 


¢- Up to 35 mile range. 


- No licence, Tax or 
VAT required. 


« So easy to operate. 


« Maintenance free 
batteries. 


YHW SERVICES 


+ Free home | 
demonstrations. _ 
- Full guarantee. 


* Professional after 
sales support. 


° Over 25 years 
experience. 


* Highly qualified 
mobility consultants. 
¢ Service & repairs. 


¢ A member of the 
British Surgical 
Trades Association. 


“I’ve trained hard and I felt in 
good form throughout the 
weekend.” 

The annual games proved a 
great success and attracted 
more than 130 disabled athletes 
from all over Britain. 

Worcester’s Rachel Hall was 
named best female athlete after 
taking the women’s discus title 
with a massive throw of 
11.06m. While Nicola Jarvis, 
from the Northern Region, was 


Adjustable Recliner for 
total comfort 


So Easy to get in and 
out of 


So versatile for 
business or pleasure 


Works Address: YHW Services, Broomhouse 


SERVICES 


0709 868034 
0202 319964 


ADDRESS: 
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BROCHURE 
MR/MRS/MISS: 


TEL: POST CODE: 


Lane Industrial Estate, Edlington Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire, DN12 1EQ. 


YHW SERVICES, FREEPOST DC 1287, 
EDLINGTON, DONCASTER, DN12 1BR 


FREE COLOUR > NO STAMP NEEDED. Please return slip to: 


DN10/94 


ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPECIALISTS © EXTENSIVE RANGE TO CHOOSE FROM 


a winner in both the 5,000m 
and 400m women’s races. 

Scottish sprinter Pauline 
Latto showed her best form in 
the women’s 200m race. The 
Fife athlete smashed the 
national record with a superb 
time of 38.7 seconds. 

Alan Earle had mixed feelings 
after retaining the men’s high 
jump competition. Earle, from 
the North West, was happy to 
clear 1.65m on the first day but 
was disappointed when a rain 
storm ruined his chances of 
breaking the world record. i 


Rawson races 
to fourth win 


James Rawson raced to his 
third successive Wheelchair 
Open title at the national table 
tennis championships at Read- 
ing in August. 

The annual championships, 
organised by the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled, 
attracted a field of more than 
100 top players from all over 
the country. Rawson, ' from 
Nottingham, won his title by 
beating his East Midlands 
team-mate John Pyne in a 
repeat of last year’s final. 

“T was delighted to win a 
third title and I'd love to make 
it four next year,” he said. 

Denise Barnett, of East Mid- 
lands, won the women’s title. 


Aussies rul 


Australia beat France 3-0 in the 
final of the World Tennis Cup 
at Nottingham in August. 
Australia reached the final by 
defeating America, while the 
French, led by Laurent 
Giammartini (below), disposed 
of Switzerland. 


Plain sailing 


Great Britain’s first team won 
the World Disabled Sailing 
Championships at Rutland 
Sailing Club in August. 

Great Britain I, helmed by 
Andy Cassell, beat 20 boats 
from 14 countries, including 
Spain, Sweden and Finland. 

Cassell, from the Isle of 
Wight, said: “This is the first 
time I have taken part in the 
championships and I was sur- 
prised at how high the stan- 
dards were. We were pushed all’ 
the way and it was quite a) 
struggle to come out on top.” | 


